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Report of CIA-Mafia Plot

Washington

Two former aides to the
late Robert F. Kennedy say
that he told them in 1967
that Central Intelligence
Agency agents had contract-
ed |with- the Mafia in an

ahorted plot to assassinate

Premier Fidel Castro of
‘Cuba before the Bay of Pigs
invasion in 1961. _

Adam Walinsky and Peter
B. Edelman, who were as-
‘sistants to Kennedy when he
was abtorney general and a
senator, said Kennedy told
them that he had played an
active role in stopping the
assassination attempt.

A high CIA official, in-
formed of the Walinsky-
Edelman account, said the
agency would have ‘‘no com-
ment.”

Walinsky, now alawyer in
private practice in New
York, said that Kennedy dis-
¢losed that he had received
“zseurances in  writing”
from the CIA that the at-
tempted assassination had
been aborted.

Those assurances: came
a‘ter Kennedy discussed the
issue with high officials of
the agency, Walinsky re-

" called the then-Senator say-
ing. :

“He told us that he had

. discovered that the CIA had
made a contract with the
Mafia. to hit Castro,” Walin-
sky said.

The Walinsky-Edelman
account was initially provid-

ed to the New York Timesin .

separate, off-the-record dis-

cussions in 1973-and restated

Frida‘g_r for direct attribution.
T FEB

On March 3, 1967, Jack
Anderson, the syndicated
columnist, reported that the.

CIA may have plotted Cas--

tro’s assassination and de-

* picted Kennedy as the offi-

cial who ‘“‘may have an-
proved the operation.”

Anderson also cited what
he tfermed persistent “‘vu-
mor:” to the effect that Cas-
tro may have become aware
of the American plot anc ds
cided to retaliate by having

- President Kennedy assassi-

nated in 1963.

Because of that possibili-
{y, the columnist suggested,
Senator Kemnedy may have

been blaming himself for the

death of his brother.
The column, published at

s t'mo o! strained relations
between Senator Keanedv
and President "Johnson,
“outraged” the' senafor,
Wa insky recalled, and led
to the discussion of the al-
legad CIA-Mafia atlempt.

“I remember him saying,
‘Slame myself?’ Eldeman
recalled. “‘I didn't start it
(the Castro assassination af-
tempt), I stopped if.”

See Jack Anderson coi-

-umn, Page 35, &/LEn " <A




