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Film: ‘Second Gun,” Documentary on Killing of Robert Kennedy |p

Some seeds of doubt that
Sirhan B. Sirhan was the sole
assassin of Robert F. Ken-
nedy that terrible day in 1968
have been developed into an
arbor of testimony, allega-
tions and accusations in “The
Second Gun,” which opened
on Sunday at the Trans-Lux
‘East. And, if Theodore Cha-
rach and Gerard Alcan, pro-
ducers of this feature-length
compilation of color and
black-and-white interviews,
re-enactments, newsreels and
photographs, are not conclu-
sive in their contentions,
their insistent presentation
does accentuate those doubts.

Mr. Charach, a radio and
television journalist report-
edly on the scene of the
killing in Los Angeles’s Am-
bassador Hotel, who spent
five years in gathering his
material, and Mr. Alcan, a
writer-film maker who joined
him in 1970, do not dispute
the fact that Sirhan fired his

The Program

THE SECOND GUN, & documentary
adapted and directed by Gerard Alcan,
based on the investigation by Theedore
Charach; produced and edifed by Mr.
Alcan; music, Travis E. Pike; pro-
duced by Mr. Charach and Mr. Alcan;
released by National General Pictures.
At the Trans-Lux East Theater, Third
Avenue and 58fh Street. Running fime:
110 minutes. This film has not been
ciassified.

gun directly at Mr. Kennedy,
facing him. But the bulk of
their material strongly sug-
gests that a second gunman
behind the Senator fired the
bullet that actually Kkilled
him.
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While the slayer is not
named, an array of witnesses
and researches contribute to
their implication that justice
still needs to be done. Thane
Cesar, a private security
guard behind Mr. Kennedy,
admits drawing his gun, for
example. And William W.
Harper, a ballistics expert,
and Dr. Thomas F. Noguchi,
the coroner, among others,

opened Sunday at the F*
Arts Theater, 58th St
tween Park and
Avenues. A »

with the feeling that the al-
leged evidence here is not
nearly enough proof beyond a
reasonable doubt that justice
was blind.

indicate that not one but
two guns were involved.,

In addition, the Los Angeles
police, its ballistics man and
legal and Federal agents who

participated in the investiga- A H. Weier  Sept. 29
tions leading to the ultimate “ ® . ing
conviction of Sirhan are criti- Day for Night” also *

cized for, among other mat-
ters, alleged irregularities in
testimony and suppression of
evidence. But it must be
noted that some members of
the participating establish- .
ment are permitted to state
countervailing views too,
o)

“The Second Gun” evolves
as serious and generally low-
keyed pleading for further
investigation and fuller ex-
planations of the tragedy.
But it gives the effect of sit-
ting through a lengthy, dif-
fuse, often static trial that
tends to confuse, rather than
prove, the case argued by
the obviously dedicated pro-
ducers. A viewer is still left




