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Sirhan Appeals Conviction

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sirhan Bis-
hara - Sirhan appealed Wednesday to
the Supreme Court to review his con-
viction of murdering Rotert F. Kenne-

dy.

Lawyers for the Arab immigrant

said a team of psychiatrists, physi-
cians, physicists and others have un-
covered ‘‘significant physical evidence”
that Sirhan did not fire the bullet on
Jung 5; 1968, at the Hotel Amhbassador
in Los Angeles that killed the New
York senator,

Sirhan was canvmted in April.z1969, of
murder and five counts of assault to
commit murder in the Kennedy shoot-
ing. His death sentence was reduced
this year to life in prison after the
California Supreme Court declared
capital punishment unconstitutional,

Sirhan's appeal was prepared by two
Los Angeles lawyers, Roger S. Hanson
and George R. Milamn.

They suggested California appel-
late judges had strained the laws of
_search angd seizure to uphold the: con-
viction because of Kennedy's natmal
1m‘portarce

“It is evident,” said the petition,
“that few membears of any appellate tri-
bunal would care to be on record in
reversing the conviction of a nonde-
scrip. Arab immigrant who was con-
victed of assassinating Sen. Robeft F.
Kennedy, who undoubtedly was at.the

threshold: of his pinnacle of pohtlcal .
achievement—the -Democratic nomina-

tion for president of the United States,

and with an excellent chance to be~ .

come the nation’s chief executive.

“In view of this, it is recognizable
that late review strafns to alter
the 1493 of search and seizure to pre-
sa:ve {he convicidmn.”

Kennedy was shot just after winning
the California Democratic presidential
primary.

Sirhan's lawyers raised @ dozen chal-
lenges to the conviction in trying fo
win a new tirial for their 28-year-old
client. Mainly, they complained about
the way police searched his mother’s
home without a warrant.
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Sirhan LiWyéi-S Say
He Didn’t Kill RFK

“WASHINGTON — (UPD)

"Lawyers for Sirhan B.
Sirhan told the Supreme
Court today that ““significant
physical evidence” showed
that Sirhan did not fire the
btllet which killed Sen. Rob-
ert . Kennedy.

.The lawyers, Roger S.

heading.tp “a team of psy-

chiatrists, criminalists, fo-
rensie physmians and engi-
neering sxmst’s who have
uncovere&“sxgmflcant physi-

cal evidence -which points to®

(Sirhan’s) non - firing of the
fatal hullet.”

The lawyers, Roger §S.
Hanson and George R. Mii-
man of Beverly Hills, said
they recognized the fact that
their comments were out-
side the record in the case
but said they were proffered

‘dn partial explanation of an
‘otherwise unchallenged con-
tention that (Sirhan) was
the sole assassin of the sena-
tor.

The lawyers filed an ap-

“peal on behalf of Sirhan ask-
ing review of a California’

Supreme Court judgment of

July 26 affirming his murder
conviction.

Kennedy was assassinated
on June 5, 1968, after avic-
tory in the Democratic pres-
idential primary in Califor-
nia. The shooting took place
in a kitchen area of the Ho-
tel Ambassador in Los Ange-
les.

The appeal conceded that
Sirhan ‘‘was captured at the
scene wielding a still smok-
ing gun.” But it said psychi-
atrists “drummed into his
mind that he was guilty, al-
though strong evidence indi-
cated a'mental block pre-
cluding recollection of com-
mitting the crime.”

The“attorneys listed 12 le-
gal points they wanted the
high court to consider, in-
cluding a claim that the con-
victed man’s home was im-
properly searched by police
after the crime.

“No known law permits
such wholesale nnd mde—
scale ‘search and seizfire,”
the appeal said.

The appeal also said that
“lack of defense attorney in-
vestigation into the case will
be shown to have resulted in
failure to independently
study the ballistics: had the
ballistics been studied, a far
different willingness 1o ad-
mif guilt would have en-
sued.”:

The lawyers said they are
preparing to place their new
evidence before the Califor-
nia Supreme Court.




