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By HAJ’.‘UKI e RUSLITHAL

Assoclated Press Writer

LuS AlGoigss AP =~ Without mentionine death—a menalty the Jury
wust consider=the prosecution made an emotional avpeal Monday
to “rexsreise your- awusome responsibility’s in fixing the nenslty
feor Sirnen Bishare Sirha ,

Frosecutor John L. hOW”Tu called Robert ¥. Kennedy’s killer
a * colu-bxooue¢ political assassin’? who smirked on the witness,
stand wien npe sall he didn’t kmow who X1lled the New York senator
last June.

Howard addeds **sitipgation of nolitical assassination to any '
degree must sooner or later snelL an end ‘to traditional democratic
processes. If death be the reward for political ambition, you
will know your candidates only as two-dimensional figures on
tihe TV screen.??

Howard addressed thé Jjury after presenting no prosecution witnessas~
&t tue penalty vhase of Sirhan’s murder triszl The =5-vear-old
dordenisn woe convicted of first-decree murder last week by the
same jury that must now decide whether he should be executed
or lmprisoned for life

ipe Gelense presented oulv one witness, Sirhan’s mother who
gald only thet her son nad never been in trouble before *’because
I raised him up on the law of God and His love.?’

“*By your verdict,*?® said howard, ‘"you may eliminate from society
altogeuuer or mereiy eliminate him from vour societve This
defendent will regard bLB right~to 1live as an 2dd1tional triummhe
Imprisonment for 111 implies entry into a2 custodizl society
that cazn only suffer by the inclusion of this defendant. You
will not hear the defendant boast that he committed the crime
ol ‘the cenuurg Others will.??

Howard gald Sirhan had a falr and full t*i&* and he ¥‘has no
S%GCldl claim to further consideration.??

natl wos as close as he got to asLiny the Jjury to return the
death penalty. -

Howara saidsd *‘*We cannot presume to advise vou the extent that
mentald illness should influence you in determining a wmroner
penalty. You have found him lkainF in honesty. integrity and
even the courage of convictionse

Howard said ke would like to be able to point to the slightest -
-remorse from Sirhan for the shootinp of Kennedy sand said he
would like to be able to concede thrat birrqn disvlayed candor
on the wiiness stand.

‘You could not have failed to see the smirk on the defendant s
face when he said on the witness staidn *°T do not kxnow who killed
Ben. Kennedy,?s Howard sald in his 1Z-minute summation.

Defense at ornev Russell k. Parsons, in a final vlea for Sirhan®s
life sald reraralng the prosecutions ‘%ithout asking you to
invoke the death penalty it’s quilte vlain, at least to me, that?s
what they seek.’?”

- _Parsons went oni: ‘‘Lo we execute sick vmeople in Cazlifornia?
Do we follow Hitler who believed in strikine down the lame, the
halt and the sick?

‘This man is sick and I don’t belleve wedve cotten down to
the bottom rung in Caliiornia where we execute sick meorle,
ag 8ick as ‘he is.

Referring to iy o1 chiatric testimonv uﬂmt Sirhen was mentally
ill, Parsons dec ared. **You can’t Just cast it aside. Oh sure,

you can. But as I look you peomple in the eve, I Just can’t belleve
you’d do 1 :

The Jurys 7th graf A206
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Insert after 5th grait love,?

Chlef deiense counsel Grant B. Coorer sald in the final arpument
to the Jjury that the law demands no certain penalty.

**Iife in prison or death will equally satisfv the demands of
law, ?* Cooper said.

He told the Jury that it was ‘‘gathered once again to determine
the ultimate issue-an issue that should be God’s alone.

"!Shall he forfeit his life by inhaling the deadly fumes of"
cyanide gas¢*® Cooper asked,

3By your: 6th graf.
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Agsociated Press Viriter

LUS AdGLLeS AP =~ Shether the jury decrees death or 1life
in prison for Sirhan Bishara Sirhan in the venalty phase of
nis trial, 1t will be a long time before the future of Robvert
ke Kennedy?s murderer is finally determined. . :

Appeals are expected to take a year, merhaps longer.
ror today’s proceeding, prosecutor 3ohn Ka Howard and defense
attorney Grant B. Cooper said tHey would not take long to argue
thelr cases before the same Jjury that last week convicted Sirhan
of first-degree murder. : o

Howard, an advocate of the death penalty, said he would call
no witnesses and would take only °C minutes to *‘point out facts
we think important=~his lack of remorse, and the effect of
political assassination on a demoeracy.®? o :

Cooper said the Jjury might begln deliberations on the sentence
by diate tonight or early Tuesday.

The Jury, wnlch spent the weekend Seeing 2 movie and going to

tne beach, will be given only two choleces by Judge Herbert V.
walkers to send Sirhan to San @entin®s gas chamber or to
sentence him to life in prison. - :

Should the seven men and five women return a death verdict,
Judge walker could on his own authority commute the sentence
10 lifes This possibility was considered remote. ,

Hormal procedure=and one that will be followed in Sirhan’ds
case=is That the Judge receivesua probatlion revort before
rronouncing sentence . This normally takes °0 days.

Before the trial began, the Judge refused to asree to a

rosecution-defense deal allowlng Sirhan to plead guilty to
ilrst~degree murder and receive a2 life sentence from the judee
wlithout a Jjury trial. . :

Judge Valker apgreed to a gullty vlea but sald the immortance
of the cage demanded a jury trizl for the vpenaltv. The defense
then backed out and the trial ran for 15 weeks bafore the jurv’s
verdict Thursday.
lA deatih sentence is subject to automatic arveal under California

W« '

Cooper said he planned to file a notice of avreal on 2 nunber
of %roun&s, but whether he would press i1t immediately *’devends
§ar ly on whether someone comes up with money to conduct a defense.?®?
vone of the three defense lawyers or their two investigators
has received a fee, Lxpenses have been pald out of the attorneys?
own Eockets and from the sale of -2 magazine article under a
royalty-splitting agreement with the writer. N
It has been néarly two years since the lagt execution in the
~ Unlted States. In Californla, the latest executions were on
Afrll 1z, 1967, and in Januvary 1957, :

A 1ife sentence would mean that Sirhan could not be varoled
for at least seven years. : :

Twentg—three rersons serving life sentences for murder in the
first degree were relezsed in 1967. They had served an average
of 10k years, the Californla Corrections Department said.

- Slrhan will go directly to a cell complex already set zside
~Teor him at the Califorrnia Medical Facllity, a state vrison at

Vacaville, about 790 miles north of Los Angeles, near Sacramento.
There, heavy duty screens were installed to sepregate three
cells Ifrom those of other prisoners. Sirhen will 1live in solitary
confinement in one of them, An ad joinine cell will be used as
gomhawdrthe third cell will be for visifors.

Court resumes 12820 pem, &ST and top exme

There, heavg duty screens were installed to segresate three
cells from those of other prisoners. Sirhan will live in Solitary
confinement in one of them, An adjolning cell will be used as
@ shower room and the third cell will be for visitors. '
Court resumes 12330 p.m. EST and top expectable within an
hour. . ,
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