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By HARRY K4 ROSENTHAL . :
Assoclated ‘Press Writer F ‘

LUS ANGELES AP ' = Sirhan Bighara Sirhan, whose volatilecourtroom
outbursts at times disrupted his trial, was cautioned by his
defenders to behave himself when the Qury returned its verdict,

He did—and the defense hopes 1t will ‘lay off for him Monday
in the penalty phase of the trial. vy ;

Iike everyone, else in the room, Jjurors kept a c¢lose watch on
the mercurial Arad Thursda¥ when thelr verdict was read=gullty
'§§ figst degree murder in the assassination of Sen. Robert F.

nneaye. , ' )

Siihan sat quletly at the counsel table, making no sound, no
gestures., : e . : _

‘“lie didn’t want him to louse “himself up with the Jury in case
the verdict turned out as 1t did,’’ Michael A. McConn,. a vrivate
investigator for the defense, sald todag; McConn, who has had
much iniluence with the 26-year=-old Sirhen through the 15 weeks.
of trial, talked with Sirhan before the wverdicte o o

**Those peogle,” McConn sald of the Jury,  **when they start-
deciding whether to glve him-life. or death, will remember how
he acted. We didn>t want him to antagonlze them,¥?

For the same reason, McConn and the defense attornegs would
not say anything about Sirhan?’s later reaction-excey ;%@Tsay ‘
that he was disappointed, didn’t cry, and *‘*took it like a man.®®
- The Jjuror?s wives and husbands were allowed to visit them at -
thelr hotel for the three-day weekend+ The §&Fénse team feared
they might, desplte Judge HBerbert Walker’s imstructions, discuss
what news media reported about Sirhan. o , '

Speaking for the state in the pentalty phase will be Jokn Eg
Howard, one of three Erosecutors in the case. Howard hasg’ said
he personally favors—but will not demand—the death penalty and
instead will point out to the jury Sirhan’s method of kil ing
lack of remorse and the effect on society of political waeassination. .

“herll %ive them all the facts and let them make wp their minds~I'm
going to tell the Jury we’re not golng to infringe on their _ ‘
consclences, *® sald Howard. ‘‘We’re not going to demand anything
we can’t ex%ract.” _ ‘ u . S

'ffheg,have 2 tough decision to make,?®’ he sa¥s of the seveén
men and five women on the Jury. *'We will point out facts.me
think are important, the defense o
will point out hie mental illness. But there is no kidding
about 1t, it will be a tough decision.’? - E

Grant Be. Cooper, SBirhan’s chief defense counsel, had not decilded
Friday what wltnesses to call—if.an¥. More than_ﬁalf of the testimony
rhase of the trlal was taken up b he 10 psychologists and psychiatriss

Howard told Judge Herbert V. Walker Thursday, after the jury ‘
returned its first degree verdict, that he wili call no witnesses
and will argue for the state for only 20 minutes. '

Cooper sald his presentation will take less than a day and that
the Jury should be able to deliberate late Monday or early Tuesday.

The Sirhan jurg can choose only between life or death for Kennedy’s
assassine A deadlock would require the judge to'imfanel a new
Jury or take the case himself and sentence Sirhan to life., State
law prohibits parole of a prisoner sentenced to first degree

life for at least seven years, and most serve beyond then.
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