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Defense Wit

By HARRY F. ROSENTHAL

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A’
psychologist testified today
that Sirhan Sirhan was not-

lying when he said he could |

not remember shooting Sen:
Robert F. Kennedy. :

“There is nothing of a ma-
lingering, sociopathic person-
ality claiming an amnesia that
did not exist,” Dr. Martin M.
Schorr testified at Sirhan’s
murder trial.

1t was Schorr’s third day on
the stand as a witness for the
defense. He testified yesterday
Sirhan had a Jekyll-Hyde
character and did not have the
mental capacity to form a
meaningful, mature, plot
against the senator.

SIRHAN IS psychopathically
paranoid and dissociates—has
a personality split — under

stress, the psychologist said, |

adding “he probably -will:
continue to dissociate under
stress.” i

Q. Is he better now?

A. 1 think he’s worse, from
what I chserve.

Sirhan testified that he re-

members just a few things |
about the moments preceding |
and following the shooting. of |
Kennedy last June 5—going to |

Kennedy's hotel in a drunken
state for coffee . . . talking
to a pretty girl . . . then
choking as he was overpow-
ered after the shooling.
SCHORR SAID this “indi-
cafes partial amnesia.”
. Prosecutor John E. Howard
asked the psychologist to tell
when the dissociate state

not say with any exactitude.
Q. Can you tell us when it
ended? s
*A. It didn’t end when he
was _interrogated; it didn’t
end for hours afterward.
Q. Kind of like a switch.
Can you turn it on and off?

ness-Says

A. It depends on the condi-
tions of stress.

'SCHORR READ from a
summary he drew up of Sir-

han’s personality which called -
mother love the defendant’s |
“most precious possession.”

“By killing Kennedy,”: the
summary read, “Sirhan killed
his father and took his father’s
place with his mother . . . he
hated his father and feared
him?” %

Since the klling of his fath-

er was unacceptable to Sir-
han#the summary continied,
“the only real solution was
to look for a compromise.”

SCHORR SAID had Sirhan
been examined before the
assassination he  probably
could have been spotted as a
potential murderer and yet,
the psychologist said, Sirhan
in his mental condition could
not have formed a meaning-
ful and mature plot.

That point is crucial to Sir-
han’s defense. His lawyers hope
1o, save him from a death sen-
tence by convincing the jury the
shooting of Kennedy was the re-

sult of a sick, obsessed mind.

COULD SIRHAN have acted

with malice aforethought? “No,”
said Schorr.

Under cross-examination by
prosecutor John E. Howard, the -
psychologist was asked whether
he could have predicted Kenne-,
dy’s assassliation if Sirhan had,

been tested earlier. -;_
“With a Teasonable degree. of
certainty, murder is predicta-

started. Schorr said he could ble,” Schorr said. He added that

of 100 people chosen at random,
three or four would be shown by
psychological tests as having

the potential for murder under
stress,

“SIRHAN WOULD have been!:

rfk

one of these three or four,” he
"said. “If I had to live with one
of these three or four I would bel
(very fearful.

“I'm not saying I could have

predicted Sirhan would kill the
senator,”

Schorr said, “but
tests would have pointed to Sir-

than as an odds-on favorite who
\would do something like this.”

| Thé-94-year-old Jordanian lis-
‘tened with obvious fascination
‘as the psychologist described
|him as a Jekyll-Hyde personali-

ty.

«] DON’T think he's at all
aware that the personality of
the assaulter is within him at
all,” said Schorr.

Sirhan has said he cannot re-

member going to his car to get|
his gun or shooting the senator|
early in the morning of June 5}

last year.
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