NYTimes

RFK

PSYCHOLOGIST SAYS TESTS SHOW SIRHAN HAS PARANOID ThNDENCIES

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON ’
Spectal to The New Yook T.mes .

EOS ANGELES, March 10
~—A clinical psychologist who
administered tests to Sirhan B.
Sirhan in hs jail cell said to-
day that the Jordanian immi-
grant. exhibited “paranoid and
schizophrenic tendencies.” “* |

“That is not an official diag-
nosis,” said the wosychologist
Dr. Martin M. Schorr, a de-
fense witness, “but it does in-
dicate a psychotic person.”

Dr, Schorr, who is on the
staff of the San. Diego County
Hospital, testified that his tests|
indicated Sirhan was more par-
anoid “than 95 out of 100 peo-
ple” and showed he had ¢
“marked = reduced intellectua.
funiction under stress.”

The psychologist was e
first of a number of psychia-
trists, pychologists and other ex-
perts who are expected to testi-
fy this week in the trial of the
man who has admitted killing
Senator Robert F. Kennedy Jast
spring. Some of the testimony
will center on Sirhan’s re-crea-
tion of the crime while under
hypnosis. :

The defendant, who has
said he cannot remember kill-
ing Mr. Kennedy, looked defi-
ant and angry as Dr. Schorr
testified at ‘length about his
personality  problems  and
intellectual capacity.

At one point Sirhan looked
as though he were about to
stage another outburst like the
one that disrupted the court
two weeks ago. A security man
moved his chair directly up in
back of the defendant in order
to grab him should he try to
get up. There was no outburst,
however.

Psychological Jargon

Dr. Schorr, a slight, nervous
man who used psychological
jargon before what appeared to
be a sometimes bewildered jury,
wrote on the record of Sir-
han’s Rorschach ink blot test
that the “percentages all point
to a paranoid state of psvchosis
and trend toward further de-
terioration.” .

“Concept of N.G.L [not guilty
by reason of insanity] could be
considered as percepts conceiv-
ably reach  beyond Mec-
Naghten,” he wrote.

The term “McNaghten” refers
to a legal rule that defines a
criminal as insane when he is
proven to have been incapable
of determining right from
wrong in the commission of the
crime. _

"Although Sirhan has &d-|
mitted killing Mr. Kennedy, he|
has pleaded not guilty, and his|
attorneys are trving to prove|
that he acted under “dimin-|
ished canacity” — not ahle to,
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give rational consideration to
his action.

Dr. Schorr testified he had
given the hatterv of tests tn
Sirhan in his cell last Nov. 25
and 26. Amon~ the tests, in

addition to the Rarschach, were!

the Wechsler Adult Intelligence
Scale and ths Minn&sota Mul-

| tinhasic Persnnalitv Inventory.

“Dr. Schorr said that in the
Wechsler test Sirhan did very
well in the verbal portions —
“better than 75 out of 100
adults” selected at random.

In the performance part of
the test, which involves prob-
lem-solving with blocks and pic-
tures, the defendant, he said,
did “very badly.” Ninety out
of - 100 persons would do bet-
ter, he said.

‘He Lost His Cool’

.“In the language of these
days, he lost his cool when
trying to solve problems within
a time limit,” Dr. Schorr said.
It was apparent 'that ~the
materials controlled him."--

The extreme range of ability
between the verbal portion and
thhhe problem-solving, the
psychologist said, indicated the
possibility of a “psychotic per-
sonality.” It also showed that,
schizophrenic tendencies were:
Ipresent, he said. |
’In the testing, Sirhan's 1.Q.|
came out as 98, or about aver-
age, Dr. Schorr testified.

Speaking of one problem-
isolving test that the defendant
lhaad completely failed (the
‘assembly of pieces similar to
those in a jigsaw puzzle), Dr.

'Schorr used the terms “moron”
annd “mentally underdevel-
oped.” It was at this point that
Sirhan looked angry.
‘Discussing the Minnesota|
itest, Dr. Schorr said the de-
fendant's score indicated that
iparanoia and hypomania :(a
'mild degree of manic excite-
ment) were part of his per-
sonality. .
He defined a paranoid as a
person who believes that “I'm
okay but everyone else is
wrong” and said hypomania
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was a mental condition .in
{which the person was apt to be|
|“aggressive,  restless, con-!
stantly in turmoil and un-
able to relax.”

Dr. Schorr said that part of
a_ true-false test showed that
Sirhan lied in his responses’to
the 566 questions only twice,
“well below the normal for the
normal population.” )

Sees No Brain Damage

PPart of the witness’s findin
included questions that Sirhan
(did 'not respond to. One. was:
“A person should try to listen
to his dreams and be guided or
take warning from them?"” An-
other was: “There is something
wrong with my mind?” )

- Dr. Schorr said his test re-

‘sults viftﬁally ruled . out any

chance that Sirhan was
afflicted with brain damage.
He also testified that he was
concerned ‘at the outset of the
tests that Sirhan might exper-,
ience difficulty with the Eng-
lish language. He told the court
however, that. the defendant’s
high score on the information
vocabulary parts of the o
Wechsler test eliminated that
possibility. | : '
‘‘Sirhan performed the tests
pretty much like any other
American,” Dr..Schorr said. “It
was a typical American pic-
ture.” :




