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Assoclated Press Writer - :
LGOS ANGLLES AP = Arab-born Sirhan Bishara Sirhan testified
Tuesday tEathhis love for Robert Fo Kennedy turned to hatred
because of the senator’s support of Israel, and that he would
have killed him nearly three weeks earlier had he been able,
‘At that time, sir, the way I felt about it, if he was in front
of me, 50 help me God,; he would have died,??® éirhan s8aid =2t his
murder trial for the assassination of Kennedye
Reading page after page from Sirhan’s personal diary, defense
attorney Grant B. Cooper brought out that the ®<~-year-old defendant
craved revenge against American government officials whom he
consldered pro-Israeli, and not In favor of the territorial integrity
af als native Jordan., \ - "
e Did you ever have in mind Xilling President Johnson?
Ae Ho, Dut I hated his guts at one point. He sald the United
States supports the territorial inteprity of all nations, and
he gtressed-all nations,
ke You thousht of asszssinating him?
Ae T must have. =~ '
For the same reason, Sirhan testified of former U.S. ambassador
Arthiur Goldebergs “°1 £elt he should die.s ey not, sirz He did
not stick to his word.?? _
oirhan sald he felt neltfher
pledge of territorial integr
‘*D0 you feel you’re crazy?
completely normal, don’t you
v¢f Gon?% think I ?

J

ty when it came to¢ Jordan.

'3 Cooper dsked. **You think vou’re
L] .

m crazy, *’ Sirhan renlied, :
The defendant squirmed and smiled with embarrassment when Cooner
read 44 pages from his dlary. iany of the entries were unintelligzible
or repetitious.,, i
Over and over Sirhan repeated, “‘I can®*t explain this.??
Just before the trial ad journed for the night, Cooner read
an entry which saids *‘Long live the Aralb dream.?’ - :
*41711 say it again, sir,?’ interposed Sirhan. *‘’Long live the
Arab dream.’” - R
Sirhan sald he would have killed Kennédy three weeks earlier
than the June 5, 1968, assassination date 1if he could. The gtatement
czme “while he was being gquestioned zbout-Hay-18, 1988, exhortations
. in his notebook to kill the New York senator.
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By ARTHUR EVERETT

Assoclated Press Writer
LOS ANGELEEEEREEEEEELEDE

LOS ANGRLES AP = Sirhan Bisharp Sirhan said Tuesday that,
infuriated at what he deemed Robert F. Kennedy’s suvvnort of Israel,
he would have killed the senator
nnearly three weeks earlier if he (had had the chance.

Sirhan was being questioned at His murder trial about
self-exhortations in his noteboo% Moy 18, 1968, to assassinate
the New York senator., ' ) C

‘*4t that time, sir, the way I felt about it,*? Sirhan said,
{“Tf he was in front of me, 80 help me God, he would have dled.,

Sirhan actually shot and mortally wounded Kennedy June 5, 1968.

Toe young Arab said he was driven into a fury upon learning .
through a television show that Kennedy helged celebrate Israell
indepéndent in 1948 and by a radio newscast that the_ senator
favored the sale of 50 jet fighter planes to Israel last year.,

‘‘It burned me up,** Sirhan festified emotionally. °*Up to that

time I H
be elected president,.?? - _
But Sirhan continued, it dawned on him that Kennedy *‘*was is doing
a lot of thing behind mf back that I didn?t know about.??
$¢72ionism is more inimical to me than communism is to you, *?
Sirhan told defense lawyer Grant Be Cooper. ‘I have the same




feelings about Zionism as you 4o about communisme??

Sirhan said this was why he repeatedly wrote in his rrivate
notebooks, *°'RFK must die,.*?® : '

*This line was good Jjust for the period of time it was written.
I wae provoked . o o I don’t deny i%t. These were my feelings

S°I received the impression that Robert Kennedly was not all
the good gui he made out to be. It boiled me up again. I just
thought of blasting him.®?® ' ‘ .

Sirhan, a student of the occult, said that in this moment of
fierce anger he was staring into a mirror. .

**Instead of seeing my own face, I sSaw Robert Kennedy?’s face,??
E% went one. *°‘I actually saw his face., I was that burned up ahout

0,’

Sirhan lost his composure as he discussed Arab-Israelil affairs
and profanely denounced Mid-East Jews and their American supporters.
His volce rose angrily as he described his emotional state before
the assasslnations *‘I was just sick and tired of beine a foreigner,
e o« o I wanted a place of my own « » o something that I would
identify as Arabd,’? '
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Agsoclated Press Writer
LOS ANGELES AP = Arab-borh Sirhan Bishara Sirhan lost
his composure again at his murder trial Tuesday. His voice
rose as ne angrily and profamely denounced Israell Jews =nd
their American supporters,
*‘I was Just sick and tired of being a : :
"Toreigner « o« o I wanted a hlace of My OWH o o o something that
I would identify as Arab, *® |Sirhan deScribed his emotional
state before his June &, 1948, assassination of Sen. Robert
. \%f

total 800
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¥. Kennedy, :
Referring to his Jordanian Wrab homeland, Sirhan testifieds
‘“When you move a whole country, a whole people out of

thelr land, their homes and their businesses and introduce a new
people, Jews or Zionists, that 1s wrong.?? -

The »z-year-old Sirhan’s pro-Arab emofions, the defense
contends, contributed to his assassination of Eennedy, whom he

egarded as pro-Israsel,
‘What were your feelings regarding President John ¥,

Kennedy??* defense attorney Grant Cooper asked the wiry
young defendant, :

**I loved him,¢?* Sirhan replied, *“®*more than any American
could have, He was working to bring about a solution to the Palestine
refugee problem,?? ; _ )

Sirhan, in his second day on the witness stand, also testified
at length about experimenting with metarvhysics and the occulte
de sald he studied them to make himself ‘%2 better humn
belnge.?* He told of sticking his hand into boiling water and havinge



1t reel cool, of trying to make a canule’s rlame change color
by starifg at it. S e ok

-9irhan accused Zomists—of Wralnwdshing the "Americdsi vublie
during the short-lived 1967 Arab-Israell war.,

**That burned the hell out of me,?*? Sirhan said, his hands
moving, clenching and pounding emphatically, his body writhing
in the witness chair a few feet from the jury of eight men an
fowr women.

Sirhan recalled seeing a plecture of victorious Israell troops
on the banks of the Suez Canal and continued$ °*‘They had just
blasted the hell out of the Arabs. If I saw those guys in
person, I would have blasted them.all.*?

‘‘Those goddamn Zionists,?? Sirhan interjected at one point.
‘fJust a moment,?? Cooper interrupted sharply.

**Pardon me, ** the dark haired Sirhan said.

Cooper then led Sirhan into a recital of his studies of

Zionist history and asked what impact Phey had on him,

‘I was Just sick and tired of being a foreigner,?? Sih

an
repliede. **It is as simple as that. I wanted z place of my ow
.where people would speak my own language, where I could eat my
own food, where I could share my own politics and my
own-something that I would identify as Arab-as a Palestinian

Arabe And my own country, my own city, my own land, my own
business-my own everything.??

At one point, as his tes%imony grew ever more impassioned,
~ Sirhan stopped midsentence, looked at Cooper and said, **I’m

too nervous.?? i
While Sirhan held his head in his hands, Cooper had some
~ water brought to him, .
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Larlier, Cooper had explored the defendant?s growing interst
in what éirhan called ‘‘white maiic”-the world of the occult
and mystic., The defense said that also contributed to what was
described as Sirhan’s unstable state of mird at the time he
shot Kennedy. ' :

*$You can 4o anything in your mind if you Xnow how,’?* was how
Sirhan described the philosophles he studled. He seid nis
interest accelerated after he injured his head in a fall from a
norse 1ln 1966. _

&s You wanted to become a better-developed person, a surerior

rson ¥ _
?Z. I don*t now about superlor person—2 better-developed
person, yes. _

Sirhan said among theories he studied was one that *°if you
have a goal you want to achieve -and youn don®t know the stemns, if
ou concentrate on the achievement, the steps will ta¥ke care of

hemgelves,.*? : ‘

Sirhan described experiments he conducted in solitude in
the bedroom of his home in Pasadenas *‘One of these was to put
a lighted candle in front of you in a darkened room between you
and a mirror, You were supposed to concentrate on the yellow
flame and you could see any color you wanted.,. That was
very hard for me to do when I started, but after reveated
exercises I managed to do it,.*?

Ag.~You could see any color you desired?

A.=Yes gir. :

we=hind you practiced this over and over?

A, =Yes sir. : '

Qe~¥hy were you doing this? ,

A,ell, I never heard about this before. I thought it was
a lot of baloney. But I said let them try to sell me on it=and
it worked. ’

we=Where dild you fthink it would lead ytu?

Ae—I don®t really know. I thought it would make me a better
Person . ; ,

Sirhan also told of exerclises he practiced to allow his mind to
dominate his body. -

‘:One of them was to Eut your hand in a2 very hot pan of water
and think cool, ** the defendant added., *°‘I Inow this sounds weird
andlifgossible, sir, but when I put my hand in the water it felt
coole :
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