RFeC ‘ -3 Maa 5

AS56LA 2€E TS
) whbylw xTA T
BULLETIN y' DFyENy “o(? peg

Sirhan Bht 2nd NL
By ARTHUR EVERETT .
Agsociated Press Writer
LOS ANGELES AP = Sirhan Bishara Sirhan took the wiltness, stand
at his murder trial Monday and quietly identified himself as
the assassin of Sen, Robert F., Kennedy. But he said that st
the time of the shootin% ‘‘I was not aware of anything.’? :
**Did you on or about the fifth of June, 1968, shoot Sen., Kennedy?*®®
agked defense attorney Grant Cooper as he began his examination
of the young Jordanian Arab, who i8 on t :
_ ; ial for his life.
‘*Yes sir,’® replied Sirhan in an even tone. ;
Cooper then referred to the and Jwy indictment which also
charges Sirhan with the wound of five bystanders in the Ambassador
Hotel, the scene of Kennedy’s s aiéng. -
The deferdant testified that he kmew none of them, bore no malice
against them and when he was asked If he was aware of shooting
them he answereds :
*‘I was not aware of anything.®? |

fis motfer, Tery, prece ed Sirban to |the stand. She testified

he was exposed to childhood horrors thet sent him into shaking
Be
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By ARTHUR EVERETT :
Associated Press Writer ' - :

LOS ANGELES AP =~ Harg Sirhan testified at her son?’s first
degree murder trial Monday that Sirhan Bishara Sirhan wes exposed
to‘qhildhood horrors that sent him intolshaking fits, -

*‘How long would he shake?’* she was asked .

‘*Iwo weeks, *® replied Mrs,. Sirhan, whoBe son assassinated Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy June 5, 1968, RN (Y
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last grafs °‘His mother,’? .

Cooper guoted from a page of the notebook found in Sirhan’s
home in which was written, *‘My determination 18 more the more
to kill Sen., Robert F, Kennedy.®? :

Qe Did fou write thatyp , |
Ae Yes did. ¢

Cooper read a2 passage in which. Sirhan had written °°*RFX must
die?®?® and asked, ‘‘Is that ytuwr hand writing%!’ Sirhan said
it was. )

**Does the ph

ase °‘port wine’ mean anything??? Cooper asked.

*%Yes, sir,?? said Sirhan, *‘It’s the namé of a race horse,’®

The words fort Wine were written four times in the notebook
on the same page which Sirhan wrote more than two dozen times
in different pﬁfasing that Kennedy must be assassinated,

The jury of elight men and four women paid close attention
a8 Sirhan spoke, his hands spread out in front of him on the
rall of the witness chair., -

Occaslionally the defendant smiled slightly and more than once
began answer before Cooper completed the question. He appeared
tense but collected,

He followed his mother, Mary, to the stand. She testifled he
wag exposed to childhood horrors that sent him into shaXxing fits,

‘‘How long would he shake,?? she was asked,

‘‘Two wee%s,” recalled Mrs. Sirhan.,

Bringing to; <4th graf A250LA original
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Sirhan, seventh defense witness in the! nine-week-0ld trial,

began testifying at 3385 E.m. :

Cooper began leading Sirhan thro a recltal of the hoor and
overtf that he experienced as a child in Jerusalem during
rab-Zionist warfare, The defense claims this i1s a key to Sirhan’s
emotional development and the state of his mind at the time he
¥11led Kennedy,

giﬁganhreferred to what he called frequent bombings in the area
0 S pome,

Cooper noted that these might be confused with aerial bombardment
and began groping for another word.

‘“Cannon sounds = how?’s that??? Sirhan volunteered. _

Sirhan told of huddling for heat around an open brazier in a
bombed-out buildin§ where seven or elght other families lived,

‘e had to rehabilitate the bullding. We had to cement it and
woitewash 1t,¢? he said. .

The family got a ration of staples from United Nations headquarters
and a can of kerosene each month for heating.

‘‘How cold does it get there?*? Cooper asked.

‘*Pretty damn cold, sir, ?® Sirhan replied,

‘fWatch yowr language éirhan,” Cooper saild. ‘s

Sirhan couldn?t recali having starvation pangs, dbut ‘‘if there

had been more we could have eaten more.?’ People in the neighborhood
died of starvation, he said,

Sirhan was still being questioned about his childhood in Jerusalem
when the trial was recessed for the night at 7356 p.m. He was

2 gcted to resume the stand Tuesday.

MORE
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Another factor clted by the defense as underlying the Kennedy
agssassination was Sirhan’s extreme pro-Arad attitude and his
feeling that the senator favored the Israelis.

Cooper asked Sirhan t0 summarize conversations with his mother
concerning their being forced out of a comfortable home in Jerusalem
during 1942 warfare., He replied of himself and his brothers and
slsterss '*We were told the Jews kicked us out of owr home, ‘the :
Zionists kicked us out of ouwr home., We were frightened and  terrorized
out of our home.*?

Sirhan’s mother sat forward on the edge of her chair in the
gecond spectators?’ row during the testimony. : -

After he came with his famlily to the United States in 6957,

Sirhan saids °*‘From history books here I read that the West
wanted to bring in the persecuted Jews of Germany and evict
the indigenous Arabs_ from their homes.®’

Qe That’s what you learned? :

A, Yes, sir. :

Brin%ing to; etc.f 4th graf AESOLA as before,
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Bringing %o fhexgitness stand In her son’s behalf a maternal
] ! Sirhan’s testimons
- s intended to bolster a defense claim that Sirhan had ol
of emotional and mental instabllity when he shot Kbnnedya gigigrounu
of 1t the residue of 2 childhood in war-torn Jerusalem,
In an emotional aside a2t one roint, the 4-Poot-11 mother saigd
{Ectheigugﬁigf fOug wom%n an% elght mens *°*I tell vou we are
: 7 in this countr want you to know Wet ARE BLESSE
10 EE IN gglsicoummg i Armim WHAT WE WANT PHROUGL 4i© BLESSED
an, 22, is _on irlal for his life, charged with the vrémeditsted
mrder of K‘ennedyEl who was campaignin% for %ﬁe Democratic Presidential
nomination when shot. The defense contends Sirhan was strongly
rro-Arab and became unhin%ed over what he considered pro-Israeli
campalgn declarations by %he senator from New York. '



olrhan listened quietly and at most times attentively as his
mother testifled in his behalf, Through his attorneys, he apologized
to Superior Court Judge Herdert V. Walker for an outburst last
Friday. At that time, in the absence of the Jjury, Sirhan vainly
demanteg the right to fire his lawyers, plead guilty and be -
executede. ’

Mrs e Sirhan, 56, wore a black sult with gold leaf trim. She
spoke fairly -clear, but quite rapidly at iimes,

In the small, crowded courtroom there may have been some during
her testimony who fleetingly envisloned another mother a continent
away, aclously regal, who loved and raised four sons. The first-born
xave hls life in World War II. The second was assassinated in
allas in 1967, And the third was shot down here in Los Angeles
by Sirhan., '

But this smell figure with graylng halr drawn
back in an wnfashionable bun had-in eemmon with -the other mother
only the tragedy of Robert EKennedy’s death, Mary Sirhan never
Imew the luxurf that was famlllar to Mrs. Joseph Kennedy,

Mary Sirhan, instead, enjoKed but scattered happiness, and saw
it collapse into.poverty and meanness, She too had sons, fTive
of whom live,

Sirhan was perhaps his mother?®*s favorlte, the one for whom she
held the highest hopes, the one she affec%ionately called "*Sol,.?*?
‘As she spoke he sat 20 feet to her right, the son who killed
R%B%Et Kennedy and whom the Jury could send to the gas chamber.
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¥0h, yes, we had money and property,*? Mrs. S%rhan said of
her 1ife before the 1947 Arab-Zionist warfare. My husband had
a very good job with the English, He provided very well « o« o
it was a very nice place and we were ver happﬁ.’

But the war forced the Sirhans to flee their home in the new
city of Jerusalem in 1948 and take refuge In a partially-wrecled,
900~year-old bullding in the o0ld walled city. '
w3’all our money gone,’? Mrs. Sirhan recalled. *‘All our furniture
gone. We didn’t know where to lay our heads., We didn®t have beds,
we didn’t even have a blanket to put on my baby . «» « we slept
on the floor and that was:made of tile,

‘It was drafty. It was dark, We used to go thirsty for many
days before we could get a drink of water.??

And there were the atrocities of war, she recalled -~ exglosioms
that blew victims to pieces, young men and women tortured and :
bloodied, After one such occurrance witnessed by the then 7-year-old
defendant, irs, Sirhan saids *°*He took a blanket and covered
- hig face with it » « « he stayed in bed for two days. For two
ggeks he doesn’®t want to take his little brother from near the

ouse .. .

Sirhan had fits of trembling after seeing blood, his mother
sal, and shook for two weeks after seelng a neigﬁbor’s body
against a fence, -

e was the first to see the body of a brother, ¥illed by a truck
while running from a shooting, and every so ofien he would cry
and saz, ‘‘Mama, when does hé come back and play with me?*?

‘‘He became fearful of the Zionists?*® his mother was asked.
“‘Yes, *®* Mrs. Sirhan replied.,

On cross-examination, the state sought to bring out that any
antl ~Jewish sentiments Sirhan develoged were the result of prejudices
he drew from others or things he read.

As for the atrocities Mrs, Sirhan described, the state
suggested that little effort was made to spare Sirhan the Imowledge
-or sight of them, :
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