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By GENE HANDSAKER

LOS ANGELES AP - The '
sheriff showed newsmen Tues- -
day the minifertress’’ court-
room-a spartly refurb i sh e d
storeroom” with  armor nlates
protecting the . windows ~=TO
which Sirhan Bishara Sirhan will
walk about 50 feet Friday to en-
ter his plea. '

The room is down a 4-foot-wide
corridor from the cell where gsix |
deputies constantly guard. the 24- .
year-old Jordanian charged with
agsagsinating Sen. Robert F, .
Kennedy. _

Sirhan and - the Improvised
courtroom are on the 13th floor
of the 15-story Hall of Justices
where prisoners awailting court
appearances are jalled on the
top five floors.

Sheriff Peter J. Pitchess said
Sirhan’s cell is 50 or 60 feet from
the room. . '

Eighty-seven assembled news-
men saws

A low-ceilinged rooms 46 by 50
feetsy newly painted in eggshell’
white and freshly floored with -
brown asphalt tileees .

Alr - conditioning ducts and
trough-shapeds frosted lighting
fixtures along the nine-foot-high
ceilingSeee '

Metal folding chairs Zfor 79
spectators ands to the right be-
hind & rope barriers 23 more for
sheriff’s aides and other officials

Two abutting mahogany coun- ‘
sel tables with five leather-pad- \
ded chairs. Pitchess said the
seati orders left to right from
spectators® viewvoints is exvect-
el to bes Sirhans his attorneys
the chief prosecutor and his two
aldes. : =

Facing them and the svpecta-

"torss a 6-by-8-foot plywood en=
closures painted browns for the
gudge 8 desks two steps up from

loor level. The judges prosecu-

tion and defense have desk mi-
crophones to an amplifier sys-

TEMe

Alo the rears westward wall
behind -the judges Fan - folded
drapes of light tan monk’s cloth
or burlap*liﬁe materials on draw.
strings.

That’s behind the drapesi®?

a ﬁeporter agkeds. A Pitchess
alde pulled the strings to reveal-

Three steel plates 6 feet wides
7 feets 7 inches tall and one-
quarter-inch thicks also eggshell -
whites on rollers and tracks
about two feet in from the three
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windows.

The plates are for Drotect}on:

sg nothing can be thrown ins’
i3 Pltc @SSy ) exnlosives or
a bombs’

The sheriff said the temporary
courtroom has been used for
storing vpaints air-condition i n g
gear and kifchen steam kettles
for the past three years.

The cost of refurblshing it as
© a eourtroom?

I can’t give you that figures?’?
sg}d Pitchess. The cost was al-
réady budgeted %png before the
Sirhan matter arose. It was part
of our program for conversion
of the area for use of our ad-
ministrative section.”’

But the assassination accelera-
ted the pre-planned programs
Pitchess,gaid.

Eill the room be used for Sir=-
hen’s actual trials I have no
jdea. That will be determined
by the Judie to whom the case
is assigne

After its use in the Sirhan case’
Pitchess saids Jail officers will
use it to instruct deputies report-
ing for duty three times every
o hours.



