The Vlolencém

a symposium on “‘?iolence-

Americans from time to time mwder thezr presi-

dents, run amok in the streets, shoot down leaders,’
and riot on campuses and in g,hettos Is wiolence ‘a.
'peculw,rly American manifestation? In any, case, why:

do Americans occasionally abandon - other methods
and resort to force? Here are some thouéhts on the*

subject

" By JOSEPH L. MYLER

WASHINGTON (UPI }—I n
this' country, *“We honer vio-
lence.”” We have “a deep faith
in the efficacy of force.”

“We may’ have to take the
law into our own hands” is a
familiar American phrase.

As long as we are engaged
in violence abroad, “We can-
not hope to be free of violence

_ _America\'n ; i_a_:lea;s -of —natiqn'aL
sovereignty and the power of
law involve one way or anoth-

. er, “the use of force for. goor.l
o i

-But - are - outbursts of vw
lence “peculiarly American—
or merely: human?”.

‘Five fellows of the Center
for the ;Study of Democratic
Institutions, Santa Barbara,

and the Home:of the Brave.”

‘The’ sympasmm “articles,”
pubhshed in_the May 1ssue of
the : Center Maj azme ‘were!
e ‘assassina-,
txon of Martm Luther King-Jr. -
in' Memphis on April 4 and be-
fore the shooting 'of Sen. Rob:
ert F, _Kennedy in'Los Angeles X

written bf:fore

June 5

The' articles were contribut-
ed by Hallock Hoffman, chair-
man of the board of Pacmca;'
Foundation, which  distributes’
. subscrlptlon radio. programs;
"Dr. Stringfellow "Barr, histo-

rian and Tormer presulent of
St. John’s College, Annapolis;

Fravk K. Kelly, former Kan--

at home.”

Continued from Page 1

(but) we are still teaching our
boys in high school that they
are deficient in manliness un-
less they learn to hurt other
people and enjoy doing it .

“We celebrate our.

brutality—and then we won-
der why the young men of the
ghettos react with violence
against the forces that op-
press them.”

Kelly wrote that the phrase,
“We may have fo take the law
into our own hands,” has been

tionship between American
violence overseds, as reported
in American homes by televi-
sion, and violence at home.

Wilkinson said violent
crimes are increasing at so
great a rate that “a erisis will
soon be upon us (and perhaps
already is) in which one-half
of the American _population
ought to be the prisen ward-
ens of the other half.”

What in the world is wrong?
In an attemp: to explain stu-
dent rebellions, another writer
in the Center Magazine, Mi-
chael Novak, said “‘the wealth-
iest civilization in history
gives top priority to making
war and making ready for
war.”

Novak, a teacher of theolo-
gy at Stanford University,
said this “system of priorities
is irrational beyond belief.”
But student protests have yet
to shoot presidents or candi-
dates for the presidency.

So how do you explain such
things as the Lee Harvey Os-
wald gunning of President
Kennedy, the Texas Tower
massacre, the Richard Speck
murder of eight nurses in Chi-
cago, the case of the Boston
strangler?

Calif.; participated recently in

used “by those who justify the
brutal methods of vigilantes,
by people buying guns to pro-
tect their homes from riots,
and by men who have threat-
ened our presidents.”

In a huge industrial society
frustrations tend to build up,
and it has long been an Amer-
ican tendency to blame them
on the political leaders. Polit-
ical violence has resulted in
the murders of Presidents
Lincoln, Garfield, McKinley,
and Kennedy.

“Whether any nation of con-
tinental size, populated by a
restless collection of minori-
tles, can exist without explo-
sions of violence now appears
to be very doubtful,” Kelly
said.

“The officials who hold of-
fice are the handiest victims,”
he continued, “‘because Amer-
icans think of their politicians
as whipping-boys who have to
take the blame when things go
wrong.”

. It was Pike who saw a rela-

According to Dr. Milton

sas City. newspaperman and

one-tlme sLaff dnectnr of the

‘Senate Democratic palicy :

committee; Eplscupal ‘Bishop
James A: Pike, and 'Dr. John'
Wilkinson, a- PhD in both
physics* and ' philosophy  whio,
forme_r}_y_taught at:the Univer-:

nd the* Uni<:

versny of Cahfm nia.

The Centel founded and fi- ;
nanced by the Fund for the
Republic, __Inc., is headed by

- Robert M. Hutchins, former

p1e51dent of the Umvmsﬂy nf
Chicago.-.

Amemcan vmlence has taks: ;
en many’ forms—the hanging
of witches in Salem, the mur-’
der of presidents, the Vietnam
War, ..the ghetto -.riots. But’
Barr, surveying the record of
violence elsewhere, concluded
that Americans go berserk no
more often than  others. He
citéd among other instances,
the Hindu-Muslim slaughters.
bf the late 1940s.

_Hoffman, coordinator of
studies at the center, agreed
that “It is not ‘clear that
Americans are substantially
more violent than other peo-
ples.”; But he went on_to. Say.

; that

l‘_p tHis countly we - hm‘wr
wolence We*also honor ‘the
enterpnses associated 'with.
wolﬂnce Singe 1900, Amieri
cans have killéd' more’ fellow
Americahs’ with’ guuls, "here'at
home, ‘than’ have been killed
in: all the wars ‘America has
fought du.rlng the same peri
od.

#“Yet, any siiggestion -that
gun sales should be con-
trolled—or even that gun sales
should be registered—is met
Wwith outraged resistance . . .

“Our best teachers and
greatest - leaders have been
telling us for thousands  of
year to give up violence . . .
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Greenblatt, commissioner of
the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Mental Health and

professor of psychiatry in the -

Tufts University School of
Medicine, mental illness or
emotional disturbance was an
“important factor” in all of
these crimes of violence.

How many Americans are
suffering from mental illness?
In a recent discussion at
Tufts, Greenblatt gave the an-
swer: 19 million, about 1 in 10.

Is there no hope for a sane
future? In the Center Maga-

zine symposium Kelly had

this to say:

“There are signs that televi-
sion broadecasts of bloody

fighting in Vietnam and the
scenes of destruction in the
ghettos may have convinced
millions of Americans, partic-
ularly young people, that vio-
lence is a self-defeating and
futile way to relieve frustra-
tion.”

Hoffman feared that “only a
fool would find reason for
thinking we are going to
change our ways in time” to
avert “global murder-
suicide.”

But, he said, it is just possi-
ble that we could bring this to
pass.

“To do so,” Hoffman said,

“we have only to stop honor-
ing violence—the use of force
as the ultimate reason—and
begin to honor and cultivate
cooperation and love,

“We niight even learn fo en-
joy it.”

“And,” he added, “it could
be good for the children.”



