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iSsassinétionz Robert and John Xennedy, 6 takes, 2,3CC Total

EDITOR’S KNOTE-There was an awful symmetry about them=those
four days that began in Dallas for one brother and 1n Los Angeles
for the other. Here is a moving account of the events that saw
kobert Kennedy killed, and the dark parallels to that other
- &ssassination four and & half years earliser. ‘ '

By SAUL PETT

and

Jules Lohn i

Agsociated Press Writers - v _

*‘0 my God, I am heartily sorry for, Javing offended s
- Thee o «?? the priest said, for hiw -"2d for us, in the hotel Xkitchen
in Los Angelese. = |

‘0 my God, I am heartily sorry for having offended _

Theee o o”° the priest sald, for him and for us, in Trauma Room
One in Dallas. ' '

Whose wasg the offenseé¢ Whose was 1t noti « o

Again the same searing structure of events. Four days then,
four days now, yet another nightmard in the American dream. Again
the same remorseless rhythm of eventss Cheering crowds on 2 note of

- triumphe And the %uns go offe And ong kills & Presldent named

Kennedy, who had been & senator, and the other kills & senator
named Kennedy, who might have been President. Shock, horror,

wofound disarray in The American Repub%ic, the agony of looking
inward, deep into our national seouls ‘‘ily God,’? we cry now, as we

cried then, °‘what are we coming to:®?

Four days 1n 1S¢c, four days in 1963. Two events, two men now

locked together into history by name and style and puryose and by
the manner of thelr comlng and the manner of thelr goinge + o

Both came to thelr last place for political reasons, Robert '
Kennedy to California on the road, he hoped, to the Democratic

presidential nomination; John Kennedy to Texas, to help unify
Democrats there on the road, he hoped, to reelection in 1964. .

John Kennedy wanted to be president, he sald, because that was
the *‘*ultimate center of action’’ to affect his time. Kobert Kennedy
wanted to be president, he said,) because in the prssidency, more than
any other place, “chan%eS'can be made in the direction of the countrys’
Because, too, sald a friend of Robert Kennedy, °‘‘he feels a. sense of
incompleteness about his brother?®s administration « « « and this is
almost the last mountain to climbe?? ' -

And people everywhere, in the screamlng, leaping crowds théy _
both attracted, .noted the similarities In the two brothers. lMore.
than the dlfferences, the similarities would be remembered.

The elan of youth, money, motlon, confidence, style. The Kennedy
- nystigue, 1t was called. And between them, the same sense of lrony,
self-demrecating humor, aversion to pomposity, the same manner of
- -gpeaking, right hand pumping, same accent, cadence and rhythme.

nobert Kennedy exhibited less detachment and poise. He used
humor more but laughed less and that 7l1ed you to notice his eyes,; s&nd
in those eyes was the blg difference between the two men in the years
that ore lived and the other didn®t. In those blue eyes and on that
taut angular face of Robert Xennedy there was a look of infinlte
sadness, of terrible hurt, and pedple who knew him said it wasn?t
there K before . Dallas. , : it

nobert Kennedy belleved with Julius Caesar that death, &
‘necessary end, would come when 1t would come and 4id not fear ite.
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Kennedy, a man who climbed mountains, skied, canoed in ra
played & hard game of touch fooftball, was asked recently 1
enjoyed physical riske. He said 1t was **vart of a man’s
1ife.?? He quoted an essaylst: ¢%len are not made for safe havens.®?

Lbout two weeks ago, he remarked to the French writer, komain
Gary q ‘ ,

““There is no6 way to vrotect a candidate during the campaigne.

You must give yourself to the crowd and fron then on yvou must takd
your chacces. lh any case, you must have Tuck to be elected president
of the Unlted States. You have it or you don’te :

P47 ynow that there will be an attempt on my 11fd sogneg,r
latere. Liot so much Tor political reasons but through contaglon,
through emulation.’? , .

He shared his brother’s fatalism, a sense of the inevitable.

“‘1f anybody really wanted to shoot the president of the United
states, *? President Kennedy remarked on the last morning of his
life, ‘It is not a very difficult job. All one has to do is
get—on-a high bullding some day with a telescopic rifle
a?% thgrisis nothing anyone could do to defend you against such an
& et oe

At the start of the last week of his life, Robert Kennedy -was
giving himself to the crowd at Oxnard, Calif., standing on the seat
of a convertible as 1t inched through mobbed streets..gomeone :
shouted, ‘‘That guy has & %unS” An ailde raced back to
the convertible and cried %o the senator, ‘‘Get downt Get downi?®?
The gun, wrestled from the man’s hands, vroved to be a toy. Kobert
Kennedy 4id not know that. But he did not get downe

it seven minutes after midnight,.-June 5, 1960, Hobert Xennedy was
very much up on his feet and up in spirit. After losing to McCarthy
in Oregon, he needed to win the California primary; in the
voliticians® phrase, to stay allve. '

“At 12:07 a.ms he was still a viable candidate. The returns

showed him ahead of Sen. McCarthy by a percentage voint, 44 to 43,
but Los Angeles County was Jjust beginning to roll in, roll

in heavily for Kennedy. Los &ngeles_woulﬁ maXke him a winner,
politically speakinge. '
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Kobert Xennedy, his wife, Ethel, and a few aldes took the freight
elevator down to the kitchen, Jjust behimd {the ornate, flercely
lighted Embassy hoom, where «~, (U supporters awaited hils triumvhant
entrye. The route was odde Typical Kennedy style was not to slip
In the back way. Typlcal Kennedy style wds to plunge straight
through the crowd, through the clutching and tearing and wlld
adoraftion. But thet would have meant delay andl the reonple had
been walting long enough in the hot room. besldes, Lobert ;
fennedy had planned a small victory party with & few Iriends at
& night spot called the Factory and the hour was late. He decided
he would malke his speech and leave by the kitchen, to0e

He made his way to the podium and smiled the subdued,
crinkle-eyed smile, the Kennedy smile, and waved still the din of
vichory. 5 ' \

**I want,?? he said, °‘‘to express my gratitude to my dog Freckles
who?’s been maligned and I don’t care what they say-as Franklin
Hoosevelt said-I don’t care what the} say about me but when they
start to attack my doge o« «?? Typlcal-open with & few eagy ‘
gags and then to the serious stuff. :

The nomination was still long, long away, and there was a
national television audlence watching., and ERobert Xennedy restated
again his goals and his beliefs in his intense waye. VWorking together,
ne said, Americans.could put an end to ‘‘the division, the violence,
the disenchantment with our soclety.?? America, he said, 1s *‘a great
country and a gelfless country and a compasslionate country.??

And, as he had begun, he ended on a buoyant note. °‘*So my thanks
to all of you and on to Chicago and let’s win there,?? he said. \

Then he steppred down from the podium and into the cheers o « o

The cheering was reaching & climactic roar that day in Dallas
as the rresident’s motorcade rolled on toward Houston and Elms
Desplte advance gigns of extreme anti-Kennedy feeling there, John
Aennedy was recelving & tremendous reception. |
6:“sair. President, ** sald the wife of the governor of Texas,

you can®t say Dallas doesn®t love you.?® John Kennedy agreed. The
motorcade was now only about 30 seconds away from the Texas School
ool Depositor,‘;‘. e o & & o : )

At 1k:16 ae.me, hobert Kennedy followed & procession of aldes
and frlends out the rear door of the Embassy Hoom into the kitchene.
noosevelt Grier was with him, the huge lineman of the Ios Ansgeles
hamg, and Rafer Jchnson, the Olymyic athlete, tall and gquiet and
broad-shouldered, and bllly Barry, always Bill Barry, the big,
grinning Irishman who was Lobert Kemnnedy’s bodypguard and devoted
friend, and Milt Gwirtzman of the ‘‘issues staff,?” and several
others, all anxlious to get to that party at the Factory. and, of
course, kLthel Kennedy was there, pregnant agaein but looking
bright and chirpy as usual. : , , '

They all passed through the crowd in the Xitchen corridor-hotel
employes, reyvorters and others, strangers. -

nobert Kennedy stretched across & long steel work table to
accept the reaching hands of the kltchen crew and he was smiling when
the pbullets hite One hit him in the srmpit and coursed upward and one
hit him behind the right ear and ripped into his brain. And
the gunman was still firing. »
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robert Kennedy made no outcry. He fell backward to the floor and
in one awful moment the world had gone mad -again and screams and
curses and cries fllled that hotel kitchen. The punman was clearly
visible in the flashes from his cheap Z¢ calibre pistol that

1it the room and Bill barry grabbed him and roosevelt Grier grabbed
him and Kefer Johnson grabbed hime. And 2gain and again Loosevelt
hit the hand holding the pistol against The steel table and 1t fell
finally and kafer plcked it up a Koosevelt cried, ‘*Don’t

let anything haﬁﬁen to hime. We want him alivez®?®

On the floor, Mllt Gwirtzman cradled the bloody head of Lobert
fennedy in his hands and a vriest placed a rosary in the senator?s
hand, and he took 1t, and the priest began the ancient act of
contrition, “‘0 my God, I am heartily SOrTVe o o o2?

And there were others on the floor, some here, some. there, five
others wounded in all, bleeding and crying out, and the crowd

became thick with friends and strangers, political supporters and

the uncommitted, screaming and weeping and crying out like men atop
& mountain cursing the sky in a tempest, crying and cursing and
rleading, Oh, no, no, no, not again, ch, no, no, no, not againe
And the police came anmd Bill Barry shoved the gunman at
them and they took him away. And outside red 1ights flashed and
slrens walled and millions watched on television in another electronic
marvel of bringing madness into thelr living rooms. And the ambulance
came and men w%th a stretcher took Robert Kennedy away, took him away,
and that blg man, that blg black man, that gentle man, Roosevelt Grier,
wegt like & babye ;

It was 12330 peme in Dallas when the bullet that counted for
everythling hit John Xennedy behind the right ear. It was 12:16
aeMs 'in Los Angeles when the bullet that counted for everything
hit Robert Kennedy behind the right ear and lodged deep in his braine.
John Xennedy, it is sald, was hif by a rifle that cost $1%.95. Robert
Kennedy, it is said, was hit by a pistol that cost 430.95. The total
cost of elimlinating & president of the United States and a candidate
for president of the United States was '80.9C. How much other
history can you buy these days in the world’®s most affluerit society for
Fole UL ga’o-'j‘o !
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June 7 Adv Sun AMs June 9, to change ‘‘the?? to “‘thee??’ sub ist graf:

- **0 my God, I &am heartily sorry for having offended ‘
theee o o ,*? the priest said, for him and "for uss in the hotel kitchen .

in Los Angeles.

‘%0 my, 2nd grafA315 June 7
End Adv Sun AMs June ¢
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- It was iw.OU .m. in Dallas when the bullet that counted
for everything kit John Kennedy behind the right ear.
It was 12316 aeme 1in ILos ingeles when the bullet tha
counted Ifor everyaniﬁg hit Lobert Kennedy behind the rlﬁhz enr
and lodged deep 1n his br“lr. John {ennadfg it is sald, was
hit by @ rifle that cost £1%9.95. Kobert ﬁenneiyg it ig said, was
nit b} & plstol that coet 580958+ The total cost of eliminating
& president of the United States and a c&n&idate for president
of the United States wag 55090« How much other nistory can |
you buv uhese days in the world’s most affluent soclety Lfor
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The ambulance took hobert Kennedy to Central hecelving I oqﬂital
where he appeared, to Dr. Victor Bas, to be F Tracticailj deade??®

The patienf had no pulse beat. He was not breathing. His heart gave

no sound through the stetheoscopes Dre Baz furiously maggaged Robert
Kennedy’s ches% over the heart. He ga.ve him adrenalin and he gave
him oxygen and then, at 1on% lagt, he heard a heartbeat. '
Watching the frantlc ministrations, Ethel Xennedy thought her
husband was gone, as his two older brothers. and sister were gone before
him, &g her pmarents were gone. But Dr. Baz . put ‘the gtetheoscone
tenderly to her ears and held the c¢up to her husband’s chest. ! Lhel
Kennedy heard the heartheat and smlled.

And another ambulance took Lobert Kennedy now to nother
hogypiftal, Good Samarlitan, where surgeops uChld try to remove the
bullet and bone splinters from' his Dres :e The o*ulwtion lasted three
hours aﬂd when 1t was over he was gtill alive, oﬂrelj alive., and one
gsensed ra&yers golng uv around the world ag if to stop or deny

or Slow this 1¢Eesb madness. g

While the doctors workedg tne volice woracd. And the man they
- were concerned with as & feetl 6, thils man that Bill Barry and

the others had thrust at them. He was (Caucasian, had ﬂird dark hair,
was fluent in English and, accordlng to ypolice, was °‘‘very

cool, very calm, very stable and gqulte lucid.?®? Mayor Samuel Yorty
said the prisoner had 1n his possession 2 SGhedule of Robert Xennedy*s
speaki ates for June and anh entry which said, °‘Kennedy must be
killed by June 5.7

He also had the mayor sald, four 5100 bills and & newspaper
clipging deallng witn kobert ﬁennedy’s views on the Aradb-Israeli
guestione. The senator had mede clear his support was with the Israelis.

MOEE
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Police identified the “risoner as Sirhan slqharA Sirhan, a.ze

4, a Jordanian Arad born in Jerusalem wno came to America when
he was 1< but still was not a citizene A grand Jury indicted him
for the murder of Robert Francls Aeﬂnedy. Los nnpeie

police took elaborate wecautions to keep strmngers from their
Irisoners They remembered the one who was shot and killed in the
jail in Dallas.

robert Kennedy clung to life «5 hour% and 27 minutes after the
bullet entered his braine And at 1i4d ae.mes, June 6, he diled.

With him at the time were hils wife and the three eldest of their 1°
childrene. And Jacguellne HKennedy was there, toos iIn ILos.
Angeles as she had been there at the end in Trauma Hoom One in
Dallase. The man who dled in Dallas was 46 and president. The man
who died in Los Angeles was 42 and not yet president.

And on the second days he was flown to his adorted home in New
fork, in the great blue and white plane, number 7692, with

the big flag painted on its tall-and, in huge proud letters

‘iUnited States of America?®? printed across its side. This was

the same nlane that was carrylng the C 2 binet members across the
Paciflic in 1969 when the word came about John EKennedye.

And, in the blur of tea A3 LMGuﬁrdia Alrport was sumdenly
Andrews Alr Base, and 1963 was 1U6& because there again was &

gray hearse and the line of shiny long cars waiting and the television
cameras walting and behind them the silent watchers and, once
agalin, & dead Zennedy was moved from his last airplane and lowered
gently down in a fork 1ifte.

And once agsin they lined up, lined up by the thousands, to view
the body IJTnL in state, this time at §t. Patrick’s Cathe sdral,

and ‘one' man, & Negro, was asked by a television reporter why he was
willing to.walt in line for three hours and tni% man oaid, ‘because
he was im'r,or‘t&nt. el

And a great train carried kobert Francis menned” back to
ashina%on and a great cortege carried him past the Senate Office
Dullding and the Justice Department and out across the bridge

to Arlington Cemetery and he wag buried, buried near his brotner, and
the long Jjourneys that began near Boston and raralleled each other
to HmShTﬂutOﬂ and semrated in Dallas and Los Angeles were now :
joined agalne
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