RER (A) ¢ 5 9

AO14WX e Az
ui :

v .
Kennedy €@rave Bjt 6520 '
o B o A | |
soclia ess r :

WASHINGTON AP = Iyndon B, gohggpg{gdt&ngl bu%gaz&mesa omitted
mention of a Defense Department reécommendation 431,000 te
Erovide pnl;:_,u.'_g wag rigggg te a grave in Arlington Fational

imgtq%gagzg tor Jomsen Brei day why the former president

6 :
%§§t¥ad th% %ﬁom, said Jomson ° ouii have nothing at all t¢ say on
e subjec )

Sen. Edward M, EKennedy, the sole surviving Kennedy brother, said
Friday he hoped canstruction of a grave for Robert Kemnedy could
begin this spring with some public and some private financing,

A spokesman said the senator would have no comment on the failure
of the Jolmson administration t6 Inclule the Pentagon’®s buiget
recomnondation in the budget pudlished Jan. 15, But it was apparent
EKennedy was surprised and disappointed over the omission,

A Bulget Bureau source sal amount recommandsd dy the Defensme
Department was taken into consideration when Johnsen uubntgting
his budget message five days before leaving office, Y1sted $150
million for contingencies, 3

This leaves it to the Fixon admipnistration whether to seek
from Congrﬁﬂn Bpécific Tundd for work on the Kennedy grave before
the eontingency authorization expires June 30. _

President Nixon must request the pum in a supplemental appropriation

11, or a congressman must include it in an amendment to such a
bill, if the money is to be forthcoming, _

The Kennedy family cannot E:fin construction of the grave with its
gninoneykmtil Congress provideg funis for the Army Engineers to do

81ir Work.

Robert Kennedy was assassinated last Jume as he left a eceledration
of his vietory in the California presidential primary. His boly
lies in a ;%a n grave, marked only with a white woodén cross, a
few yards Irom the more elaborate grave of his presidential Protner.

The cogt of John Kennedy?’s grave was about $2 million, with Congress
ﬁ::ing 31.77 million for access routes mnd pudblic faciiities the

nnedy family covering the isoo 000 cost of the grave area {tselr,

There is no precedent for letling a quarter-acre gravesite
in an overeromded national bemetery to & senator, President William
Howard Tft rests in & much jnore modest g}ot.

But the Taft graye has few visitors, while thousands are drawn teo
Robert Kennedy’s teﬁfarary vesite, This stream of witnesses to a
double natienal and family [fragedy might be expected to continue
even after Rodert xhnneaf grave is moved,

The story of the attempt fo get pudblic money for pudlic acceas
to & new, famlly-financed grave for

27

There 18 no precedent forijallotting a quarter-acre gravesite
in an overcrowded national cemetery to a senator. President William
Howard Taft rests in a much more modest plot. -

But the Taft grave has few visiters, while thousands are drawn teo
Robert EKennedy’s temporary iratesite. This stream of witnesses to a
double national and family tragedy might be expected to continue
e;gg aiter %ghgiz Eenne ; gra;s 1g1Tovad. : _

BLor £ tga;§ 0 get publie m .or public access
to a nﬁﬁ,y}iﬁlIyérggknae gzisg rﬁr H%ﬁergnggﬁnedypwas pleced
together Friday from a number of informed sources, non of whom
wishéd to be quoted by nmame,
Accarding te these sourcess
Architect I, M. Pel, designer of President Kennedy®s grave, submltted
to the Kennedy famlily a design for Robert Kennedy’s. Sen. ward
Mo Kenmedy and Mrs, Robert F, rennedi' apgroved 1%, Then it followed
the same path the plans for the presidential grave had taken,

The Army Corps of Engineers approved it and recommended to the
Besartment of the Army that $421,000 be spent to provide walknaia
and other facilities around the grave and preserve the architeciural
integrity of Arlinfton. The Kemmedys planned to pay the cost of
the gravesite itself-about $585,00%. _ '

The Army recommended to Secretary of Defense Clark M, Clifford that
he ask President Johngon to include that amount in his budget
proposal for fiscal 1970,

Paul H. Nitze, then deputy secretary of defense, made the request
Dec. 18 in a letter to Budget Director Charles J. Zwick. A tentative
plan was to place the yo r Kennedy’s grave on the niilside
above and to the left of the president’s, overlooking Washington.

It would have involved about a guarter-scre of land,

Nitze pald it was hoped construetion would be started this summers

$%Therefare, it‘ia necessary to award the design eontract promptly?®®

to allow time *“for quarrying and cutting stoneé in advance of actual
congtruction.?? _
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