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XENNEDY=-POLITICS

AN AP NEVWS ANALYSIS

BY JACK BELL

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

WASHINGTON, NOV, 22 (AP)*;hRE: Y”APS AFTER THE ASSASSINATION
OF HIS PRESIDENTIAL BROTHER, SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY IS RIDING AN

UNCERTAIN CREST OF POLITICAL POPULARITY.,

SINCE THE DALLAS TRAGEDY, THE NEW YORK SEWATOR HAS CARVED OUT -
FOR HIMSELF AN AMBIVALENT POLITICAL POSITION IN.WHICH HE STANDS
BOTH WITH AND AGATNST PRTEINTNT sowNeow,

_THAT THIS IS LTADING HIM TOWARD AN EVENTUAL BID FOR THE
PRESIDENCY FEV ART WILLING TO DENY, BUT THE TIHING AND CIACUiie
STANCES FOR ANY SUCKE BID APPARENTLY REWAIN UNCERTAIN QUANTITIES
TO THE SEMATOR IMSELF,

KENNEDY, IS ON PTCORD AS SAVING HE EXPECTS TO SUPPORT JORNSUN
FOR RESELECTION IN 1968, THAT HE WILL NOT SEER THE VICE PRESIDEw-

TIAL JOB NOW KELD BY KUBERT H. HUMPHREY AND THAT KE EXPECTS %u bib
FOR RE-ELECTION TO THE SENATE IN 1970,

TAKEN AT FACE VALUE, THIS LEAVES ONLY ONB.OBSCURE ALTERNATIVE
“FOR ENTRY INTO THE LISTS BFFORE 1972--THE BARE POSSIBILIT{ ThAT
PRESIDENT JOMNSON MIGHT NOT SEEK RE~ELECTION TWG YEARS FKU@ NOW.
THE KENNEDYS, IT MIGHT BE NOTED, OVERLOCK FEW PeégzaiLiTIzs.

Asyx g L ' .

WHILE THE CURRENT POLLS POINT TO KENNEDY, WHO UAS 41- LAST
SUNDAY] AS POSSIBLY THE MOST POPULAR INDIVIDUAL DEHOCRAT, SUCH
POPULARITY MAY NEED A GREAT DFAL OF BOLSTERING TO KEEP ITS FLAG
FLYING HIGH AS THE YEARS TEND TO DISSIPATE THE WAVE OF SYHPATHY
FLOWING TOWARD HIM BECAUSE OF KIS PROTHER'S MURDER.

AS POLITICIANS VIEW HIS FUTURE, KINNEDY WILL HAVE TO CONTINUE
TO CHISEL OUT INDIVIDUAL POSITIONS OGN THE MAJOR ISSUES .OF THE DAY.

THIS IS A POLITICALLY DELICATE PROCESS.  IT DGES NOT ALLGY

I
MANY CASUAL HISTAKES' SGCH AS NIS OFF-THI-CUFF OBSERVATION AT
7,

BERKELE CALIF,., LAST MCNTE THAT HE DDTS“' BELIEVE THE PEGPLE COF
SOUTH VIET WAW WANT PREMIETR NCUYEN CAC XY,
CRITICS IMMEDIATELY ACCUSED KENNEDY OF TRYING Tu UntbiRRG U

JOHNSGN AT A CRITICAL POINT,

ALTHOUGH XENNEDY HAS BTCOME SOMETHING OF A HERO TO DEHGCRATIC



LIBERALS BECAUSE OF HIS DISSENT TO.JOKNSON POLICIES; THE HEW YORA
EMATOR HAS DEEN CAREFUL TO LIMIT HIS SUGGESTIONS PRIMARILY To
~ALLS FOR WIDTR EFFORTS TO GAIN PEACE I ASIn.

HT GUESSED WRONG IN FIS CC‘T‘T;}EE‘???ATIO'{Q' oF JOHE&SU:‘E"S FCIJ’.un I
SENDING TROOPS TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC. HE SINCE HAS RETREATLZL
TO THE POSITION THAT FREE-ELECTIONS THERE "RECTIFIED THE DAHAGE®
OF U.S, INTERVENTION, e _

HE NUDGED THE JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION FOR GREATER EFFCRTS TOWARD
GETTING A NONPROLIFERATION NUCLEAR TREATY AT A TIHE WHEN IT WAS
VORKING AROUT AS DILICTNTLY AS IT KNEW HOW IN TEAT DIRECTION.

ALOVX .
KENNEDY TOOK THE POSITION IN MIDYEAR THAT THE UNITED STATES
SHEOULD DROP ITS OPPOSITION TO ADMISSION OF COMiUNEST CHINA TC THE
UNITED NATIONS, SO LONG AS NATIONALIST CHINA WAS NOT THRCWN
' OUT, .THE ADMINISTRATION HAS SHOWN A RECENT WILLINGNESS TO HAVE
THIS MATTER STUDIED., - . |

HE HAS OPPOSED THE SALE OF U.S. MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO LATIN
AMERICAN COUNTRIFS. HE HAS ADVQCATED . MUCE GREATIR ECCHOMIT
SPENDING THERE THAN JOHNSON HAS BEEN WIL ING TC PROPCSE.
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