ISDAY, JUNE 24, 1964.

IROBERT KENNEDY
RULES OUT RAGE
FOR SENATE SEAT

Brother’s Injury Prompted
Final Decision—Field in |
State Is Wide Open

By ANTHONY LEWIS

Speetal to The New York Times '
WASHINGTON, June 23 —
Attorney General Robert F.|
Kennedy removed himself today|-
as a potential candidate for the
United States Senate from New|
York this fall. }
| In a brief statement he ended|
speculation that he might seek|
lthe Democratic nomination by|
saying: “I will not be a candi-
:da.te.” He gave no reasons and||
'|did not indicate his long-range|
plans.
Mr. Kennedy sent word of his|.
‘| decision to President Johnson|.
|but did not discuss it with him|
before the announcement this|,
afternoon. ]
The Attorney General is|
|scheduled to leave tomorrow oni
a one-week trip to West Ger-|
many, Berlin and Poland. Her;r
|had a meeting with the Presi-|
dent tonight to discuss the trip, !
but the subject instead turned|
out to be the civil rights crisis
in Mississippi.
Mr. Kennedy's announcement
left the choice of a Democratic
nominee wide open. Many party
leaders in New York had been
urging Mr, Kennedy to make
the Senate race, believing he
would be the strongest possi-
ble opponent for the Republi-
can incumbent, Senator Kenneth
B, Keating, R T

Poll Looks Favorable

Polls being taken by Demo-
cratic state leaders have not yet|
been completed, The esults al-|
ready in, from New York City,|
were said to look very good for|
Mr. Kennedy, but associates said
these did not figure In his mind
‘when he decideq against the|
Senate race. )
! The idea of a Senate race ap-
‘pealed to Mr. Kennedy at first,|’
despite the difficulty it would
entail of moving into a new
state and facing ‘‘carpetbag-|
|ger” charges. But in recent
weeks his friends have felt he|
was inclining more and more
jagainst the Senate race.

last Saturday at Northampton,
Mass. He had rushed there to
see his brother, Senator Ed-

He made hig final decision

|ward Kennedy, after a .planej

crash in which Edward was seri-
ously injured, and the crash
spurred him to make his . de-
.|cision immediately.

His brother’'s injuries put
|even heavier family responsi-
,|bilities on the Attorney Gen-
|eral, who was already acling
|ag the senior member of the
large Kennedy family. The ac-
cident =also meant that his
‘|paign if he chose to run in,
| New York. !
But these were only last-min-
ute additions to the more basic
|reasons that, the Attorney Gen-
leral's friends say, weighed
against the Senate race.

Work on Rights a Factor
Most important was his un-

|which will almost certainly be

lacute this summer. Mr. Ken-
|

o

‘lexample, dealing with the case
.|of three young civil rights
‘| workers missing in Mississippi.
The expected early passage of
the civil rights bill will put new
.|purdens on the Justice Depart-
ment. Mr, Kennedy cut Ireland
|off his European itinerary to-

s

|time the bill passes the House,
probably early next weelk.

! willingness to take time away
from  civil rights problems,|

nedy spent much of today, for;

day in order to be back by the|

LR

A decision in favor of the Sen-

| Continued From Page 1, Col. §
‘ate race would have reguired
Mr. Kennedy to take time away
‘from his Justice Department
,responsibilities to establish him-
iself in New York. That has
,Seemed less and less feasible.

! The Attorney General in the
1last month has also become
|deeply involved in the crisis in
iSoutheast Asia. This involve-
"ment was reflected in his offer,
‘ldeclined with thanks by Presi-
dent Johnson, to serve in any
capacity in Vietnam.

This interest reflects the re-
ostablishment of a close work-
ing relationship with the Presi-
dent, After a period of dis-
tance and coolness this winter

they seem to have moved much|j

_closer together.
One appeal of the Senate to
Mr. Kennedy was said to have

peen its independence -— the

fact that a Senator speaks for|!

himself —- but on reflection he
apparently felt his real inter-
|ests lay in administration.

The Attorney General has tol
everyone that he has decided|
nothing about  his future be-
yond next January, when he
will leave the Justice Depart-
|ment. He has made a strong
showing in the polls as a candi-
date for Vice President, but of
course that decision is up to
President Johnson.

On his European trip Mr.

Joseph and Robert.

He will meet Chancellor Lud-
wig Erhard in Bonn on Thurs-
day. On Friday he will fly to

Kennedy will be accompanied|West Berlin to commemorate
by his wife, Ethel, and their|the speech there exactly a year
three oldest children, Kathleen, before, June 26, 1963, by Presi-|

Attorney General Robert F. |
Kennedy at hospital in
Northampton, Mass., for a
visit to Edward M. Kennedy.
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dent Kennedy.
The Kennedys will be in Po-

land from June 27 through 29,i_‘

visiting Warsaw and Cracow.
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