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Jackie Keeps Kennedy Ties!

WASHINGTON — One of the few persons to penetrate
the wall the Kennedys have thrown up around Ted since
his accident is his former sister-in-law, Jackie Onassis.

Soon after the tragedy, the former first lady reached
*Sen. Ted Kennedy by overseas telephcme and expressed her

her deep sorrow. She couldn’t
have been more gracious, say
intimates. She also telephoned
his brother-inlaw, Steve
Smith, who serves as busi-
ness manager for the clan, to
ask whether there was any-
thing she could do.

That’s the way it has been
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of the effect she creates. To-
day, she is still “The Queen,”
who lives as royally, dresses
as dazzlingly and entertains
as extravagantly as any mon-
arch.

Since her marriage last
October, she has been on a
glorious spending spree. She
walks into any store of her
choosing, helps herself to
whatever she wants and

Sparks, a Pulitzer Prize win-
ner, has carefully traced their
spending since the marriage.
He calculates that the mar-
marriage, thus far, has cost
Ari an astounding $20 mil-
lion. ;

During their courtship, he

sent Jackie a bouquet of flow-
ers every other week from
May until October. With each
bouquet came a gold or dia-
mond bracelet — trinkets that
cost him an estimated $130,-
000 before he landed the
world’s most exclusive lady.
For a wedding gift, he gave
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ward, Jackieé jack anper
sent the family matnarch
.some books on Greek history
and invited her to come to
Greece for a visit.

But if the relationhsip be-
tween Jackie and her former
family seems warm, intimates
say it is and it isn't. Jackie
always resisted the suffocat-
ing embrace of the clan even
while she was its most illus-
trious inlaw. She didnt like
th e one-for-all-and-all-for-one

. spirit that encroached on her

is worth a cool $5 million.

She has also traveled the
world over, living for short pe-
riods in various villas and
apartments in Athens, Paris,
Bueneos Aires, Montevideo,
Monte Carlo, New York and
her favorite island retreat of
Skorpios.

The villa on Skorpios was
furnished by Onassis’s former
love, opera star Maria Callas,
at a reported cost of $503,000.
Jackie decided to throw all
Maria’s expensive furniture

week to follow her wherever
I she goes. i

How much has it cost On-
assis to be married to the wid-
ow of President Kennedy and
number one catch in the

world? News sleuth Fred -

the stores. And Ari doesn’t
seem to mind her fabulous
spending.

Only the children, appar-
ently, preferred life with the
Kennedys, and sometimes
seem tfo resent their new step-
father. Jackie is aware of her
children’s {feelings, but de-

pends on Papa’s pockethooks |

to assuage the pain.
Note: Incidentally, inti-
mates insist that Jackie is not
pregnant, desplte recent pic-

" tures of her in a dress that




