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BOSTON, Oct. 25—Richard
Cariinal Cushing, reacting an-
grily to criticism of his de-
fense of Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis’s marriage, said today,
“I've had it,” and announced
his intention to resign as Arch-
hishop of Boston as of the end
of this year. i
And he termed a “colossal
lie” reports that either Mrs.

Aristotle Socrates Onassis, had
telephoned him from Greece to
thank him for his stand.

Recalling that he had an-
nounced his retirement for
| August, 1970, at the age of 75,
|the Cardinal went on, “I pro-
|pose after the publicity 1 have
received in recent days in my

o Irate at Onassis Firor, |
Says He Will Retire This Year

By JOHN .

Onassis or her new husband,|

Ken fam - JBK

 —— . 3

H. FENTON
New York Times -

"Then he added, “Be sure to

‘g&f' the whole statement from
ihe’ radio station.” '
_ -Earlier in the day, a messen~
ger from the station was sent
to-the Cardinal's residence to
shéw him the text of an edi-
torial that is to be read tomor-
row by Donald J.  rageser, re-
"githal vice president of C.B.C.
|and ' general manager of the
ragtio station. The editorjal sup-
potts the Cardinal.

;;'i:h_e messenger on his return
said the Cardinal seemed very
much® upset and had said he
probably would resign. Mr,
Smiith called the Cardinal, who
agreed to a taped interview.

Cardinal Cushing explained
that” President Kennedy had
once asked him to take care of
his: wife and their children if
anything should happen to him.

Z1 had a commitment to

native city, which publicity has
been -going all over the world,
to offer my resignation to His

Holiness Pope ‘Paul VI’ at-the|
end of this year:” 77
This is not the first 'iime
Cardinal Cushing has talked of
resigning. At least twice in“the
past he has asked the Vatican
to permit him to give up_his
prelacy and become a mission-
jary priest in South America.
Each time he was turned down. |-
The outspoken Roman Cath-
olic prelate, in a talk to a group
of Boston beverage-industry| -

theém,” said the C-ardinal,\
“I‘have fulfilled it even though
my: contacts with Jacqueline
were for the most part in times/
of-gorrow.”

- Her Mind Was Made Up

. Fhe former First Lady came
to-him “some months ago” and
told of her wedding plans, he
said. The Cardinal aid her mind
was made up to marry the
giEek shipping executive and “1)
coild not nr would I presume
tgehange her thinking.” ;
“@ardinal Cushing said hej
could now “salute him in|
memory and say, ‘Jack, I have|
fulfilled my promise?”

But, he went. on, “it. has

to me after others advised
against her -marriage. Her
mind and heart were settled
upon Mr. Onassis. 1 could
not nor would 1 presume to
change her thinking. o
. My own sister had married
4 “Jewish young lad. They
lived together in perfect
preace and harmony for over !
30 years. In the beginning
they were married outside of
' the Catholic Church. Eventu-
“ally they were able to get
"their marriage’ validated
| within the Catholic Church.

Her husband went to the

‘synagogue, my sister went to

the Catholic Church. In any

event, it turned out to be a

perfect marriage.

* " Never did I say that Jac-
queline Kennedy, either to
her or to anbody else, could
be married in the Catholic
Church at the present time.
Any more than I could say
the same to my sister when.
she married a Jewish lad and
a wonderful husband. I said
she could marry anyone she
wished and that’s what the
press picked up.

. Not Within Church

I presume that whoever re-
ported my remarks would
know that I meant that she
could marry anyone she
wished but not within the
Catholic Church. I also told
her that if the marriage was
invalid she could not receive
the sacraments of the Catho-
lic Church but that she could
participate in the liturgy. of

K e N
the,church; namely, the mass, _
could continue all the private -
devotions she had as a Cath-
olic. b

What, I ask, is wrong with
that advice? Thousands in
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businessmen this week, pleaded
for charity toward the widow
:of President Kennedy.

| Asking, “Why can't she

.shffwered on me so many.mail
.deliveries, some of ‘“which are
“irt¥he language of the gutter if
Imay so characterize them, that
I+ave decided to change my

Imarry whoever she wants ' to

'marry whomever she wants to

‘'said it was “a lot of nonserise”
to say she was excommunicated
for having married a divorced
man. There was sharp reaction
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| from throughout the world.

| “The Cardinal’s announcement

- of 'his intention to resign was

! made in a taped interview with
‘ Arthur W. Smith, news director
of radio station WEEIL, the Co-

~ libia Broadcasting System
otiflet in Boston.

" telephone call to the Cardi-
ndl's residence to confirm his
decision brought a cryptic re-
ply from the prelate, who an-
swered personally. :

“It's absolutely true,”

."Clrdinal Cushing, “as of

‘end of the year; I've had jt.”

said

thei. get married. She selected

-ofwn future plans.”

‘nédy took place Sunday on the
.Gi@ek island of Skorpios, which
ig’gwned by Mr. Onassis.

- SETEXT OF INTERVIEW
e

President of the United
ites, was married, he asked
it to take care of Jacque-
.],E{e' and their children, if
they had any. I have ful-
filled that commitment.
8 w—f.fter President Kennedy
' Wwas assassinated, I was al-
ways at the service of Jac-
dieline and the youngsters.
I had a commitment to them.
- I—have fulfilled it even
| #Mough my contacts with
Jacqueline were for the most
in times of sorrow.
7 #T'ime advanced. She wanted

#fhe marriage of Mr. Onassis|
‘aid the former Jacqueline Ken-'

fter John F. Kennedy, the |

this archdiocese of over two
million Catholics have re-
ceived similar advice, among
them, my own sister.

“What the future status of
Jacqueline’s marriage in the
Catholic Church is not for
me to decide. But of one
thing I am certain, when my
dearest friend, John Fitz-
gerald Kennedy, the 35th
President of the United
States, asked me to take
care of Jacqueline and the
children —if anything hap-
pened to him—I can salute
him today in memory and,
say, ‘Jack, I have fulfilled my
promise,” but it has show-
ered upon me so many mail
deliveries, some of which are
in the language of the gutter,

if I may so characterize
them, that I have decided to
change my own plans.

“As of Aug. 24, 1970, I pro-
posed to retire as Archbishop

her own partner in marriage
some months ago. She came |

of Boston. At that time I
shall be about 50 years a
priest, about 30 years a bish-
op, of which about 25 years

for example. Andithat she™™
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have been spent as Arch-
bishop of Boston.

“Now I propose after the
publicity I have received in
recent days in my own native
city, which publicity has
been going all over the
world, to offer my resigna-
tion to His Holiness Pope
Paul VI at the end of this
year. :

Many letters, I have re- |
ceived condemning me for
asking charity for Jacqueline
Kennedy have stated that I
am only interested in money.
Let me tell them all, please,
that I entered the .Catholic
priesthood without a penny
and I shall leave it without a

R ST
penny, for I made a solemn

vow of poverty many years

ago as a Franciscan that I

would never take for myself

one cent. Not even a mass

stipend or offering from the

Catholic priesthood.

- rew——

One final thought, Arthur.

. Today and yesterday over

TV, the radio and the press,
it was stated that Jacqueline
or Mr. Onassis called me on
the telephone. That is a co-
lossal lie.

Therefore I end as I began
with the officers of the
charity of Caritas Guild. Once
again I appeal for Jacqueline,
for her children whom Pres-
ident Kennedy committed to
me, for a little more charity
on the part of those who are
condemning Jacqueline.

As for myself, T shall ful-
fill. at any cost what Presi-
dent:Kennedy has told me to
do. If anything happened to
me—and he seemed to fore-
see that something was go-

ing to happen to him—if any- |
thing happens to me, be good |
to Jacqueline and to the chil- |
dren. My dear friends, I have |
fulfilled my promise. !

God bless you all. |

Rejection Foreseen

- VATICAN CITY, Oct. 25 (UPI)
—A high Vatican source said
tonight that Pope Paul would
probably turn down the resig-
nation of Cardinal Cushing if

he went through with his plans
to submit it at the end of this
ear.

“Of course, any decision om
such matters is entirely up to
the Pope and no one can speak
for him,” the Vatican informant|
said. “But the Holy Father|
holds Cardinal Cushing in high
esteem and I think, at least as
an initial reaction, he would
turn down his resignation.

“If the Cardinal insisted
strongly on retiring, I feel the
Pope might eventually accept
his resignation—but not right

away.”



