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Kenne y Is Big Favorlte,’
State Demo Poll Shows -

By Mervin D. Field
Senator Edward Kennedy

(Mass.) is far and away the

first choice of California

Democrats to be the party’s . .
presidential nominee in 1976,

He received 24 per cent of
first-choice votes from a
sample of potential Demo-
cratic voters in next year’s
presidential primary elec-
tlon.

Kennedy appears to have

about three times-the voter.

.appeal of rivels Senator
Henry Jackson Wash.), 12
per cent, and Alabama Gov-
eriior George Wallace 11 per
cent. Senators Kdmund Mus~
kie (Me.), George McGov-
ern (8.D.),

tions’ at eight per cent, seven
per cent and six per cent re.
spectively

Following are the percent-
ages of first place mentions
for 5 possible Democratic
candidates. :
. Kunnedy inoluuai

Seckaon

and Hubert
Humphrey (Minn.) followin"
third, fourth and fifth posi. '
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Kemmedv was al4o the firs
choice of California antI‘TJ.S.
Temoorats in 1972, but did
not run for Pres:ic_ie_nt. He
has said he is not a candi-

date for the 1976 momination.
It Lnnnedy is not a factor
in the race, California Dem-
ocrats today splinter their
support among other candi.
datés, and George Wallace
appears to have as much

“Chance as _any other !eading

Democrat to come dut sn
top.
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- Another unportant aspem
of the perceptions that vot-
ers have of candidates, js |

pels as well as attracts vot-
ers. The degree to which a
candidate receives negative i
votes is an indication of the
obstacles he has to over-
come before winning broag}-l
base support. - b

In this case it:appears ma”f‘
Wallace sets up negative v::ﬁ.
brations in about one out &
fwo Democrats — a relative-

9

ly high negative vote fotal. “f

The proportion who say "iti
would ‘e’ most difficult to%
vote: for McGovern, or Hum- 4
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phrey. or Kennedy. is only » .
one’ tn four or five. - ¢
¥

Most difficult Demotrats s &
to ‘vas for 2 statemu E
Wallace 49% = €
MoGayern 23 - ¥

: Eummérev gg el 1
-+ Kenmady RO
Shriver 5 = &

. McCarthy 11 1
 Myskie 0 - ¢

- AJaekson g 4%
©cdrter 7 5%
Bavh 5 ot
‘Udall 5 E o
Bentsen 4 q
Sanford 4 7, B
Harris 3 ;
Church 2 L
fAdds .to more than 100 per c.en* A
becguse of muitiple mentions.) f
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