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Joan Bennett Kennedy,
wife of Sen. Ecdward M.
Kennedy (D-Mass.), was ar-
rested and charged with
driving while intoxicatef
yesterday after .her 1971

Pontiac convertible struck-

two other cars halted at a
stoplight in MecLean.

No one was injured in the
accident, according to offi-
cials.

Police said Mrs. Kennedy
was released on her own re-
cognizance to a member of
the Kennedy household

1(ennedyC

from the McLean Police
substation.

A spokesman at the sena-
tor's office said the office
was notified shortly after
the accident and Sen. Ken-
nedy left immediately to be
with his wife.

Police said the accident
occurred abput 1:45 p.m. at
the intersection of Virginia
Rtes. 123 and 193 near the
entrance to the Central In-
telligence Agency.

Mrs. Kennedy was headed
south on the inside lane of
Rte. 123 police said, when

_her white convertible slam-

med into the rear of a green
1972 Capri driven by Ed-
ward F. MeGrath of 1719
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harged as Drunk Driver

The impact knocked the
MecGrath car into the rear of
a blue 1955 Chevrolet driven
by Carol A. Pinder, of 632
Tazewell Rd., Vienna,

McGrath, who identified
himself as an administrative
assistant in the Defense De
partment, said Mrs. Ken-
nedy appeared very upset
and “very, very sorry she
had caused us problems.”

He said her car was dam-
aged slightly in the front
and Mrs. Pinder’s caved in
in the rear. His car, he said,
was smashed in front and

Tear.
All' three vehicles were
driven off, he said, but he

to a Lincoln-Mercury dealer
at Tysons Corner.

“Pieces were falling off”
he said. “I didn’t think I was
going to make it.”

McGrath said Mrs, Ken-
nedy and Mrs. Pinder were
alone in their c¢ars. With
him in his car, he said, was
Arthur Wedler, a fellow De-
fense Department employe.
The two men were on their
way to a business meeting
in Westgate Research Park
near Tysons Corner. Mrs.
Kennedy and Mrs. - Pinder,
he said, did not say where
they were going.

MeGrath said the police
officer investigating the ac-
cident called each' of  the

Zﬁhic}l was informed of the
a

“fent by a puone
Ty

1
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| three drivers individually to
| his patrol car to give his

© version of the accident, then

crowded all three of them
into the back seat to fill' out
a series of accident forms.

. _ As they were doing so,
MeGrath said, the police-
man turned around and
“said he was going to have
to cite Mrs. Kennedy. He
didn't say what for.” . -

McGrath said he and ¥rs,
Pinder then left the scéne

after exchanging telephone-

numbers, and pérmit and in-
surance information.

Police said Mrs. K :
> ennedy .toreturn to the hospital |

shortly afterward, ‘but a |
wsokesman:in -the -senaotor’s

was then taken by patrol ear

to the McLean mbstatmn a
mile aWay AT

There shie was glven a tBS£ v
that analyzes the aleohol
-eontent of a person’s breath.

Police declined to reléase
results of the test..

- McGrath said Mrs. Ken- - .

nedy was dressed in a
brown leather coat and,
while upset was nut in
tears. . :

“She  was very thankful'

nobody was hurt_” he said.
“And she repeated to us
over and over again that she
was sorry.”
Mrs. Kennedy’s--accident
oceurred just: 15 days after
- her husband announced that
he would neither seek nor
i aceept he Democratic nomi-
nation for President 1576,
At the time Kennedy said

his “primary’ responmbnhtles ;

«.are at hoime, .

call
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~lem.’

"“T reached this decision
after discussion with m wifr
and other members of my
family,” he said. “I have

* chsoen to'announce the deci-

sion now in order to ease
the apprehensions within
my family about the possi-
hility of my candideay, as
well as to clarify the situa-
tion within my party.”

Mrs. Kennedy left a hospi-

~tal in Capistrano-by-the-Sea,
Calif., to be at her husband’s

‘side. during the Sept. 23

_news-conference.

She had been scheduled

office said yesterday she has

been at home in McLean for |

the past-two weeks.

Before entering the Cali-
fornia hospital she had been

undergoing treatment at the

Silver Hill Foundation IHos-
pital in New Canaan, Conn.,
which specializes in teating
peuple With drmkmg prob

The Calfornia hospital
also treats drinking prob-
lems, but the therapy is
based on massive doses of
vitamins—an approach an
American Psychiatric Asso-
ciation task force says does
not work.

Mrs. Kennedy began see-
ing 4. psychiatrist in Wash-
ington.in January, 1971.,

Her  emotional  problems.

worsened last -~ November

Saddler Ridge Ct Vienna.

had Mrs. Pinder follow

; g
when her son Edward, 13,
developed cancer and had
his Tight leg amputated.

His mother, according to
doctors, is not considered an

im
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alohohc but began drinking

heavily.

following the amputatxon
Said a friend: “It hit her

very hard.” £



