Text of Sen. Ken nedy’s Statement

BOSTON, Sept. 23 (UPD—
The text of Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy’s statement today
on the 1976 presidential
race:

"~ I appreciate your coming
this morning. As I said in
my brief statement yester-
day, I have requested this
- conference to announce my
. future political plans, and I
“Fery much wanted to make
. the announcement here in
' Massachusetts.
| "From the campaigns of
! my brothers before me, I
i know that seeking the na-
‘tlon’s highest office de-
- mands a candidate’s undi-
"vided attention and his
gdeepest personal commit-
“ment. If any ecandidate is un-
able to make that commit-
ment, he does a disservice to
his country &and to his party
by undertaking the effort.

My primary responsibili-

. ties are at home. It has be-
“come guite apparent fo me

that T would he unable to
make a full commitment to
a eampaign for the presi-
deney, 1 simply ecannot do
that to my wife and children
and the other members of
my family.

Therefore, in 1976, I will
not be a candidate for Presi-
dent or Vice President of
the United States.

This decision is firm, final
and unconditiondal. There is
absolutely no circumstance
or event that will alter the
decision. I will net accept
the nomination. I will not
accept a draft. I will oppose
any effort to place my name
in nomination in any state
or at the national conven-
tion, and I will oppose any
effort to promote my candi-
dacy in any other way.

I reached this decision af-
ter discussion with my wife
and the other members of
my family. I have chosen to
announce the decision now

in order to ease the appre-
hensions within my family
about the possibility of my
candidacy, as well as to clar-
ify the situation within my
party.

Ishall do all T can in the
two years ahead to insure
the success of my party and
its nominees. I appreciate

. the confidence of those who

have expressed their faith in
me and who have indicated
their support for me as a
presidentidal candidate.

For the past 12 years, I
have served the people of
Massachusetts in the Unaited
States Senate. In 1976, I ex-
pect to be a candidate for
re-election. I take pride in
my service to thé people of
thie commonwealth. In their
service, much can be done
to influence the direction of
the nation, and ‘it is in their
service that I have found
the greatest satisfaction of
my publie life. :
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