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Following is a transcript
of the statement in Boston
yesterday by Senator Edward
M. Kennedyv, as recorded by
The New York Times:

As T said in my brief state-
ment yesterday, I have re-
quested this conference to
announce my future poltical
and I wvery much
wanted to make that an-
nouncement here in Massa-
chusetts.

Over the wpast many
months, I've been weighing
this decision very carefully
and during that period one
basic fact had become in-
creasingly clear to me.

In the campaigns of my
brothers before me, I know

I that seeking the nation’s high-

¢ est office demands a candi-

{ and his

undivided attention
deepest personal
commitment.

If any candidate is unable
to make that commitment, he
does a disservice to his coun-
try and to his party by under-
taking the effort.

Responsibilities at Home

My primary responsibilities
are at home. It has become
quite apparent that T would
be unable to make a full
commitment to a campaign
for the Presidency.

1 simply cannct do that to
my wife and children and
other members of my family.

Therefore in 1976 I will not
be a candidate for President
or Vice President of the
United States.
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This decision is firm, final
and unconditional. There is
absolutely no circumstance or
event that will alter the de-
cision.

I will not accept the nomi-
nation. I will not accept a
draft. I will oppose any effort
to place my name in nomina-
tion in any state or at the
national convention. And I
will oppose any efforts to
promote my candidacy in any
other way.

I reached this decision
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after discussions with my
wife and other members of
my family. I have chosen to
announce the decision now in
order to ease the apprehen-
sions within my family about
the possibility of my candi-
dacy as well as to clarify the
situation within my party,

I shall do all I can in the
two years ahead to insure
the success of my party and
its nominees. 1 appreciate
the confidence of those who
have expressed their faith in
me and who have indicated

their support for me as a
Presidential candidate,

For the past 12 years, I
have served the people of
Massachusetts in the United.
States Senate, In 1976 I ex-
pect to be a candidate for
re-election.

I take pride in my service
to the people of this com-
monwealth. In their service,
much can be done to influ-
ence the direction of the na-
tion. And in their service I
have found the greatest sat-
isfaction of my public life.




