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THE WASHINGTON POST

Watergte Helps Kennedy in

By Jules Witcover
Weashington Post Staff Writer

DECATUR, Ala,, July 5—
The re-emergence of Richard
f_ Nixon in his pre-presidential
= role as the prime unifier of
., Democrats is a major politi-
> cal ramification of Water-
: gate.

3 Nowhere has this fact
~been more dramatzcally
demonstrated than in Sen.

" Edward M. Kennedy’s July 4

News Analysis

speech here before Gov.
George C. Wallace and his
T Alabama faithful,

In what was to be a non-
political forum, Kennedy

vesterday made his main ap-
I. peal to the assembled Demo-
= erats by lashing out at the

“ . President and his adminis-

tra’uon, accusing them of

;- taking “... radical steps to-
«" ward d1smember1ng the

spmt of our revolution and

.. the protections of the Con-
: stitution »

- In the process, Kennedy

* - deftly appropriated the cen-
 tral themes of Wallaceism—
{-law-and-order, fear of and
e _antagonism toward big cen-
- tral government, corporate

.greed and exploitation of
+-the little man—and laid

,a'buses in these areas at Mr,
« Nixon’s feet.
. Kennedy's decision to go
-~ after Mr. Nixon in this fo-
*.rum, and in a part of the
country that overwhelm-
" ingly voted for him over
© +"Sen, George McGovern last
¥ -fall, seemed risky at first
: blush. But the positive reac-
“~tion of the crowd indicated
- ‘that he had read the local
“-pulse correctly.
-'_ In preparation for Kenne-

T-dy's Alabama visit, Richard
. . Goodwin, the old Kennedy-

i 'McCarthy-Kennedy-Muskie-
+ Kennedy speechwrlter, had
.- gone to the state, and his

~.soundings on the political

Z‘climate were reflected in
.-.the draft of the speech he
. "wrote.

This is not to say that, if
¢ ‘the voters of Alabama were
aga!n confronted today with
-1 a choice between Mr. Nixon
t and MeGovern, they would
"'vote any differently. All

¢ -conversations one has in the
+ state suggest just the oppo-
: site—that antipathy to Me-
+ Govern remains great.

T- But it’ does suggest that
= given a ‘viable alternative,
« the Nixon sweep of Dixie
*. can be reversed in 1976

."with a strong impetus from
j"— Watergate and a candidate
-~who knows how to use it.
©. That candidate may not
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“Well-wishers greet Sem. Kenneﬂy arriving aé ceremonies for Gov., Wallace in Decatur, '

be Kennedy, whose family

has -been regarded with
skepticism in much of the
South, But in this visit at
least, he was cordially
greeted and treated.

Equally important in any
Democratic exploitation of

| Watergate, of course, will be
the ability of the party nom-
inee to ease the fears of the
Deep South about Northern
liberalism and all it has
come to represent to South-
ern ears—radicalism, social
experimentation  favoring
blacks at the expense of
whites, a permissiveness to-
ward lawbreakers.

In the past, a few Demo-
cratic politicians—most no-
tably Robert Kennedy in
1968—have demonstrated in
the North an ability to forge
a coalition of white blue-col-
lar workers and blacks, part-
ly through personal magnet-
ism, partly by convineing
each group that an eco-
nomie community of inter-
est exists between them.
Robert Xennedy achieved

‘the obvious heir

this most effectively in the
Indiana primary of 1968.
McGovern last year tried
to do the same thing, with
some modest success in his
early primary showings in
Pennsylvania and Ohio, But
perception of him as ‘a
changeable radical more
than offset what he was able
to achieve in this regard.
Now comes Ted Kennedy,
to the
black-blue collar constitu-
ency of his brother, seizing
the Watergate vulnerability
of Mr. Nixon to pull Demo-
crats together, and at the

.same time saying things to

ease the concern of the
Southern brethern about the
direction of the party.

As an example of sheer
political base-touching, Ken-
nedy’s Decatur speech could
be a textbook model. In ad-

dition to strumming the old
anti-Nixon chords, it played

to standard conservative
dogma about the inviolabil-
ity of the Constitution and

cial becoming too powerful.
And for the Wallace popu-
list strain, there were all the
right words about big gov-
ernment and big corpora-
tions misleading and manip-
ulating the private citizen-
consumer,

“Highest interest rates,”
he said, “do not damage the
banks which collect them
nor disturb the wealthy who
deduct them. But they dam-
age every consumer who
must make higher payments
for his house, his car, and
television set.” George him-
self could not have said it
better.

The ready = conclusion
from Kennedy's Alabama
visit and speech, is that he

already has embarked on a
qguest for the 1976 Demo-
cratic presidential nomina-
tion as a man who is able to
capitalize on Watergate-and
reunify the party.

To such suggestions, he
takes the standard line that
it is much too early to en-

the threat of any public offi- o
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Dixie
gage in such speculation
that he has not decided
what he will do, and that
when the time comes he will
have something to say.

That time, he has‘also in-
dicated, will not be until
sometime after the 1974 con-
gressional elections. That is
also standard, and there is

no reason to seriously doubt
that Kennedy is simply do-
ing what he always has done
—keeping his options oben,
in that tired but applicable
cliche.

If he were just any politi-
cian, there could be little
doubt that at this stage in
his career—41 years old, 10
years in the Senate, with
the opposition party mired
in scandal—that he would
be running, and hard,

But the special circum-
stances involved for Ken-
nedy—the assassination of
his two brothers in public
life, he added personal and
family pressures that awful
history put upon him, and
the attendant security prob-
lem—inject uncertainty that
can’t be dismissed out' of
. hand. \

During the Alabama visit,
security was not a problem,
The reception for Kennedy
was warm and open. He was
not mobbed as he often is in
the North, but he was more
than just respectfully re-
ceived. For his part, he
walked easily through the
crowd shaking hands and
waving.

A political campaign, how-
ever, imposes a different cli-
mate, in which the candi-
date is a seeker of power.
Campaigns generate differ-
ent types of crowds and in-
dividual emotions. Moreo-
ver, the lingering attitudes
about the Chappaquiddick
tragedy must be considered.

Strictly in terms of profes-
sional politics, though, the
Kennedy Alabama visit was
an exercise in Party fence-
mending, in demonstrating
personal appeal and in re-
minding the faithful who
the political enemy 'is. As
Democrats around the coun-
try engage increasingly in
1976 candidate speculation,
it is likely that this Ken-
nedy venture into Dixie,
into the state of George
Wallace, will become. a ref-
erence point on what can be
done in 1876 by the right
Democrat saying the right
things.




