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KRNNEDY INQUEST
“NBAR CONCLUSION

L1 PR

Binis Rnported Conmdermg
rSaekmg an Indlctment

By HOM RBIGART
w%ipeoial to New York Times 5
'EDGARTQW Mass., Jan. 7

-—'I‘he inquest ifito the death of
Ma;y Jo Kopechne approac’hed
gn end 'toda’y.. 1
§ Ngne of 'the 18 wnnesses
Hpard ‘during’ the first ;three
daysof the closed inquest ‘has
mpparently made any. striking
contribution’ fo the sketchy ac-
cuun't. of the tragedy.
+@nithe night of last July 18,
Mms Kopechne, a 28-yea.r-old
Washington  secretary, - was
drowned when a car driven by
Semator Edward M., Kennedy
plunged off Dyke Bridge “on
Ghappaqmddlck Island.
zzfTwo close friends of Sena-
“tor Kennédy, Paul F. Mark-
ham .and Joseph F. Gargap,
.testified . Tuesday that they
ayeheved the Senator was go-
ing to the police ‘when he
isgdived into the channel sepa-
gprﬁgtmg the island ‘from Mar-
&5 Vineyard, The Asso-,
maﬁed Press reported.]
. %Jnd prédicted Tomorrow

i District Attorney Edmund
Dinis, who ordered the inquest,
was-runhing out of witnesses
_GHd'predicted that the inquiry
would end tomorrow afternoon:
_ &1l torbe heard were four of

- #hewfivel young, Washington
7 Beeretaries who were at the
cnokout' attended by Senator
Kennédy and Miss Kopechne
on; the night of the accident,
Thére was a possibility of one

[fe Dinis’s staff obtained a
na for' gny Bettencourt,
etaker of the municipal dum
appaquiddick. They had
“that a' book on -the
“The- Bridge ‘at Chap-

.Q
Enigr- editor of Sports Il-
slj’ated hdd reported a,t
1. Bettencourt had raked:
ﬂ-%‘e ¢e unopened bottles of gm at
dump near the cookout cot-
& rented” by the Kennedy

party.

¥o-surprise witnesses. L.

'ddlck * by Jack Olsen, a

tement a week ‘after the ac-

t, said=he was 1ot under|.

{e Senator, in a television

¢influence of liquor“at the
&-of the incident. <.,
i[ﬂ was also reported that
' anls was considering a
ena for K. Dun Gifford,
' Iglslatwe aide to Senator
snnedy. Mr. Gifford-arranged
dﬁ}upment of Miss Kopéchne's

to Larksville, Pa., the day
. her body was recovered.
!; equent efforts by Mr.

: to have the body ex-
humed for autopsy were de-
1ted by a Pennsylvania court.

k: ‘-;\{ay Seek Indictment
?- e district attorfiey was
‘to _believe that he had
ar enongh evidence to war-
rant, seeking an indictment. of
&namr Kennedy for ‘“driving

1] 4endanger"

1 er Massachusetts~ law,
l,s‘ is .2 misdemeanor- carry-
i g a2 maximum jail sentence
of two- years. To obtain a con-
ction, it would be necessary
to tonvince a jury that Senator
: dy had a “neghgent

'$[arj'at0r Kennedy’s faﬂure to
port the accident for nine
bpis indicated a negligent
te: of mind, in the aplmon
_'-u e district attprney’s staff.

fhough the Senafor has

;@hdy appeard in ‘court .Tuly
J4rand was given a suspended
arftehce on a charge of leaving
18 ;scene of an accident.
that day, in an emo-
t}bﬂ&l_lgt(:!leglsmn s{tiatement e
ribje is- conduct as in-
45“

ble,” adding that he had
beenin a state of bewilder-
ifmcl ‘shock.
i n,altematwe to a “driving
it ehdanger” indictment would
& a manslaughter indictment.
“ia _manslaughter conviction
e difficult to obtain, requiring
Roaf! of “willful and wanton
and agmss disregard of human

the lives of|

AL Dinis would not have to
© the report of District
dge ' James - A: Boyle; .t who
gsldes over the inquest, be-
ra ‘proceeding on a ¢riminal
ment through the Dukes
ity grand ju
“'1:5 Ee grand }ury ‘could imt:ate
by applying for a ‘Su-
%}er Court order to ‘recon-
& in special session, Before
g into recess last fall,. the
ghnd jury decided to. withhold
dction on the Kopechne case
mmimg the..conclusion of the
uest
1 "Lunch With Newsmen
'I‘sday the district attorney

swpnsed newsmen by march-
ifjg with his staff into press

‘hﬂa(ﬂ:{uarters in the basement

o 'the Methodist Church- and
éatig lunch under the ‘harsh
t:r}c';’.,lon lights at a . rear
puriter run by ladies of the
!lurch

+Over a bowl of -chll:, Mr.
Dinis described himself as “just
d small-town lawyer” who de-
plored the tragic involvement
¢ "Senator Kennedy in the
schne case and his own
inttoversial role in it. But he
fsl,n:l :};‘1& “had a duty to per-
e- refused to say what
course of action he would take

after the inquest ends. -
{Someone asked if he would
vote for Mr,. Kennedy when
the Senator runs for re-election
in the fall. '
' Mri: DlnlS, a Democrat whoSe

_._n

_ tarin.‘expires this fall, paused

and -then said: “If Senator
Kennédy is the Democratic
Egglmee I expect Tll vote for




