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Kennedy Induest BJjt 500 two takes total 910
By CORNELIUS F. HURLEY ,
Assoclated Press Writer " _

LDGARTUWE, Mass. AP = The inquest into how Mary Jo EKopechne
died in Sen. Edward M. Kennedy’s car begins Monday, 5% months -
atfter the auto plunged off narrow Dike ridge on Chappraquiddick
Isiand, . - L

Complicated legal maneuvers delayed the inguest, whieh will
be conducted in gecret in the century-old brick courthouse
where Kennedy plesded gullty to the charge of failing to report
the accident, ) X

ihe 28-year-old Democrat’s expected testimony this week will
be his first responge o formsl questioning on the July 18 .
accident which has left his political future in doubt .,

His appearance on the witness sfand will give him the chance
to clear up for authorities some of the questions left unanswered
about the party before the accident, the rlmge into the water
itself and the 10 hours that passed before volice were informed
ol the death, . _ . . -

Kennedy has made two public stetements about Miss Kopechne’s
death. The first was to Ldgartown police the morning after
the accident and the second on national television Fhe night
alter he pleaded guilty to leaving the scene of the zcecident.

Kennedys’s objections to the grownd rules laid down for the
inquest by District Cowt Judge James 4, Boyle, who will preside
at the ingulry, prompted the State Supreme Court to rule %that '
this and all subsequent inguests in Massachusetts will e closed
to the §ress and public, ' _

The official verdict on the girl’s death is that she drowned .
IThis is based on a viewing of the ‘body by an associate medical’
eéxaminer . : C

A Juige in Pennsylvania, where the Z8-year-old Miss Xopechne
wag buried, refuséd to allow exhumation of the body and an
autopsy because he said no sufficient evidence was vresented
to counter the drowning verdict. _

The purpose of the inquest, expected to last four or Five
days, 1s to determine the legal cause of death and if there
is any reason to initiate eriminal rrosecution in the case,
Diste Attyo. Bimund Dinis of New Bedford has been rursuing the
case poth in Pennsylvania and flassachusetts.

Xennedy’s previous court appearance in Edgartown was confined
50.1istening to a police report on the mishap, then pleading
gullty to the charge of leaving the scene, He dld not take
the gtand then, but he is expected to testify at the inaguest.

W Boyle will have to file g report on the findings of the inguest,
ibut he is given discretion in deciding when to make the reyvort
;ipublic, ; '

' He can recommend that eriminal charces be flled. He also ean
say that he sees no growmds for criminal prosecution.

In any event, Dinis still can bring the matter before a crand

JUTY o .

ur{ginally the inguest was set for Sept..Z, but 1t was postponed
on orders of Associate Justice Paul C. Reardon of +he Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court, to whom Kennedy lawyers appealed on

the Iingquest ground rules, :
Julge Boyle had ruled the law provided +that he *may’* exclude
persons having no direct connection with the inquest and he thus was gik

Judge Boyle had ruled the law provided that he **may’’ exclwde
rersons havinf no direct connection with the inquest and he thus was
iven discretion to decide who could attend. '
he said he would admit acecredited newsmen to the 120 or more
%gﬁﬁtroom seats not needed by lawyers or witnesses.
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LDGARTOWN Take 2 Kennedy Inquest BJjt A202% witnesses. 410.
The Kennedy lawyers got thls decision overruled and also won
Supreme Court approval on two other points: The transcript.
of testimony is. to.be impommded, and the requiréd writfen
reEort of the Jjudge will be held secret after the inguest until
all possibllity of further eriminal court actlon is ended, '
The inquest was delayed further to awalt a decision by the
Court of Common Pleas in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., to which Dinis
applied for an exhumation and autopsy on the body of Miss Korpechne.
Judge Bernard’/ C. Bromlnski heard testimony on Dinis’ vles
in October, but delayed his decision wntil Dec. 10, when he
ruled that he had heard no testimony to contradict the initial
rinain% of accidental death by drowning. '
That Iinding was made by Dr. Donald R, Mills, associate medical
examiner of Dukes County, wher he viewed the %ody July 19,
Mills later sald he was certain the death was caused by drowning

iand that he saw no reason to order an autopsys He also said

he talked with the district attorney’s aldes and was told that
if he saw no need for an autopsy one was not required.

' The body was flown back to iiss Kopechne’s birihplace £4 hours

later, and was buried there., _

It was some 10 hours after the accident that Kennedy reported
to Edgartown Police Chief Dominiek J. Arena that he was the
driver of the car. Kennedy filed a brief written statement
with Arena. _

After his court arraignment a week later Kennedy appeared
on national television and said he found himself trapped underwater
in the overturned car, He said he escaped, but was wnable,
to reach the car again to helg Miss Kopechne. '

He said then that he reiurned to the bridge later that night
with his cousin, Joseph F. Gargan, and a friend, -Paul Markham,
a former Ue.Se. attorney in Boston, but that they were wnable
to reach the car either. _

The senator said he returned to Edgartown by swimming the

- channel between the island of Chappaquiddick and Edgartown

and went to his hotel room,. ‘
It was near mid mornin% the next day that Arena was called
back to his police station from the scene of the accident
where the body had been recovered. Kennedy was there to make
the acecident report. _
lo list of prospective witnesses has been made public, but
when the date first was set Judge Boyle said it was *‘essentisl’?
that Kennedy appear, and his lawyers gave assurances he would
do g0, : '
Cther witnesses are expected to be the three other men who
were at the Chappaquiddick island party the night of July 18
and five other young women, all llke Miss Kopechne former campaign.
workers, : : .
Police investigators, medical examiners and those connected
with the discovery of the car in the water and the recovery

of the body also are expected to be called.
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