New Orleans States-Item

L<Em— £ MK

Mary

BOSTON (AP) — A book
published today contends that
Mary Jo Kopechne was alone,
driving Sen. Edward M. Kenne-
dy’'s car when it carried her to
her death off.a bridge on Chap-
paquiddick Island last summer.

~ The book, “The Bridge at
Chappaqulddlck Island” by
Jack Olsen a senior editor of
Time, Inc., is being issued by
- Little Brown & Co. three days

_before the opening of an inguest

s

ilito"her death.

Cisen, who made investiga-
tions on Chappaquiddick and
Miss
Kopechne’s d e ath, contended
Sen. Kennedy alighted from the
car after a deputy sheriff ap-

Martha’s Vineyard after

proached.

THE WRITER said Kenne-
dy wanted to avoid embarrass-
ment and- misinterpretation of
his presence with Miss Ko-
pechne, a Washington secretary,
who had worked,, far Ahis, brother,
the late Sen. Robert F. Ken-

)6 lone-tr-Fedts Car, Book Conternds

nedy, D-N.Y.
Sen. Kennedy was on a huh f
daty skiing trip to Vail, Colo., |

today and was not available for|

counts of which were published| §
in Boston newspapers. . |

“It would have been a: very
logical step.” Clson wrote; “for|
Kennedy to stop the car be-
tween the high walls of under-
brush, jump out and fell Mary
Jo to circle back and pick him
up in a few minutes if the po-
liceman did not give chase.

L

. “It does not take the 1mag1—
f#ifttn of a dime novelist to see| f

ary Jo Kopechne at the wheel| §
ofthe car, struggling to control
two, _tons of equipment on, a
strange road while her own “ad-
renalin flowed at high pressure.| B

}‘-“ﬁHE MIGHT not have tak-
en“titne to readjust the seat so
that “her feet could reach the
pedaf comfortably. At 5 feet 2,
shelwwas exactly one foot shor%r
than Kennedy; her own car was
a Volkswagen, about half the
size?iof an Oldsmobile 88; and
most of her drwmg had been
dofie on city streets.”

¥Dlsen theorized that the
girll! barely able to see over thé
ddshboard, would have been un-
able to see that the humpt
baeked bridge veered to the left
asshe approached and would
have continued on a straight
line-off into the water.

Miss Kopechne was found
dead-in the car last July 10, at
about the same time Sen. Ken:
nedy was reporting the mishap;
to Edgartown pelice and about
10 hours after he said it oc-
curred.

The senator said in a tele-
vised, statement that he . had
been taking Miss Kopechne,to
catch a ferry and had lost his
way. He said he §truggled free
from the auto but’ was unable. to
rescue the girl.

The senator pleaded guilty
|in District Court at Edgartown
{to, a.charge of leaving the scene
of“an accident and was <sen-
tinced to a two'month jail t&rm\
suspended for a year. i3
I""""The inquest beginning \{qn
day at Edgartown is to deter-|:
|mine . the legal cause of Mlss r
Kopechne’s death
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