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14 WILKES.BARRE, Pa. (AP)—A judge' refused
today to order an exhumation and autopsy on the
body of Mary Jo Kopechne, the 28-year-old secre-
tary who died last summer m Sen Edward M. Ken-

nedy’s automobile.

Judge Bernard C. Bromlh-

ski of. Common Pleas Court
said testimony at d%hearing

on the petition by a Massa-
chusetts prosecutor supported

the original finding—death by
drowning.

The decision clears the way
for a Massachusetts court fo
hold a secret inquest inte-the
sceddent. Kennedy's car
pitched off a bridge and into
a tidal pond at Chappaquid-
dick Island off the Massaghu-
setts coast in the. middle of
the“night on July 18.

The ruling was_ a victory
for Mary Jo's parenis, Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph A. Kopech-
1e of Berkeley Heights, "N.J.
They opposed an autopsy on
orounds it would be “‘grossly
Stensive and pre]udu:lal to
helr wishes.”

‘__"T!ﬂS MEANS that Tl
come up here very often to
see. my daughter,” Mrs. Ko-
sechne told a news confer-
ance at the courthouse. “1
zouldn’t have gone up to-that
zemetery again if T knew the
grave had been disturbed.”” -

Miss Kopechne is buried in
1earby Larksville, near where
she was born in this north-
2astern Pennsylvania coal re-
gion.

The father said he was hap-
oy “with the ruling and -the
scheduled inquest did not dis-
turb him.

“We are waiting patlently
ferdthe inquest to be held,” he
sai

IN WASHINGTON, Kennedy

said he was grateful for the.

ecision because, “I realize
ow much it meant to the
opechne family; it increases
their peace of mind and -T'm
grateful for that.”

“Now,” Kennedy said, “1t’
my hope that the authorities
in . Massachusetts will mmove

forward so the entire matter-

can be concluded as soon as
possible.” :
Kennedy, who has been . in
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frequent touch with the family
since the accident, telephoned
the parents this morning to
express his pleasure at Bro-
minski’s decision.

DIST, ATTY. Edmund Dinis
of New Bedford, Mass., sought
the autopsy for the inquest.
Dinis said in advance he
would not appeal any ruling
by Brominski.

Brominski said the  facts
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presented at the hearing were
“insufficient to support a find-
ing of the cause of death”
other than drowning.

nedy’s versions of what hap-
pened or failure to report the
accident for nearly 10 hours
“does not suggest a cause of
death other than drowning.”
. Brominski said he took inte
consideration the parents’ ob-
jections.
“WHILE

proval is not an absolute bar

He said any conflict in Ken-

THEIR disap-

to an exhumation and au-
topsy,” Brominski said, “in
view of the faets presented
to this court their objections
are well taken.” -

The judge also said that
the presence of blood in Miss
Kopechne’s nose and mouth
and on her clothing, as
brought out by Dinis at the
hearing Oct.120-21, did not pro-
vide suffidient doubt to% war-
rant exhurhation.

In New Bedford, Dinis had
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no immediate comment on the
judge’s ruling.

And in Edgartown, Mass.,
District Court Judge James
A, Boyle before whom the in-
quest is to be held, was un-
available for comment. His
clerk said Boyle might not
have anything to say for some
time. Boyle had declined to

set a date for the inquest
until after Brominski had

-ruled on the autopsy.

THE INQUEST was ordered
closed to the public and news
media by the Massachusetts
Supreme Court after a re-
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quest for secrecy was made
by Kennedy’s lawyers. ;

Kennedy did not appear at
the autopsy hearings in
Wilkes-Barre nor was he pres-
ent today.

In the days that followed
the accident and Kennedy’s
television explanation of it,
the senator said he was given
a vote of confidence by the
voters and said he will re-
main in office and seek re-
election in 1870, But he said :
he will not seek the Demeo-
cratic ‘presidential nomination

in 1972. 11




