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Judge Rejects Motion to Block Kopechne Autop'sy

WILKES-BARRE, Pa., Sept. 3
(AP)—A judge denied today a
motion by the parents of Mary
Jo Kopechne to prevent an au-
topsy on her body, but asked a
Massachusetts prosecutor to
show, within 20 days, how an
autopsy would resolve “the
doubt and suspicion surround-
ing her death.”

The ruling by Judge Bernard
C. Brominski of Common Pleas
Court came about an hour after
a judge in Edgartown, Mass.,
officially postponed an inquest
into Miss Kopechne’s death. She
was killed in the crash of a
.car driven by Senator Edward
M. Kennedy, Democrat of Mas-
sachusetts. :

The inquest was to have|

ities in this regard, or what
proofs will be offered at the
hearing,” he said.

. No' date was set for a new
hearing.

Judge Brominski said mil

lions of persons, including him-
self, had “read and heard of
the eveants of the death
Mary Jo Kopechne, but this
cannot be substituted for
legations of fact.in a judicial
proceedings.”

Inquest Quickly Adjourned

EDGARTOWN, Mass., Sept. 3
—Judge James A. Boyle ad-
journed the Kopechne inquest
today in a crisp ceremony that
lasted less than a minute.

of
al-

A series of legal maneuvers
led yesterday to an order from
a justice of the Supreme Judi-
cial Court of Massachusetts to
stay the proceedings.

Mr. Dinis, who requested the
inquest two weeks after the ac-
cident, is empowered by law to
summon a grand jury if the in-
quest - proceedings  become
bogged down. He has given no
indication of his plans so far.

| . Judge Bogle, the presiding

judge of the Dukes County
District Court in Edgartown,
took his place on the bench
promptly at 9:30, although the
clock on the courtroom wall
read 9:34.

He 3aid:

“In a petition by Edward M.
Kennedy against James A.
Boyle, presiding judge of the
District Court, presented to the
Supreme Judicial Court of
Massachusetts yesterday.

The judge paused and looked
through some documents. The=.
he went on: :

“I have been ordered not to
‘proceed any further in the in-
quest in re Mary Jo Kopechne
until such time as the petition
may be heard and determined
by the full court of the Su-

reme Judicial Court. There-
fore, this inquest is adjourned
until that time. Adjourn the

court until Thursday morning
at this place at 9:30 AM.”

opened today in Edgartown,.

District Attorney Edmiind
Dinis of New Bedford, Mass.,
‘who asked for the autopsy, con-
tends that autopsy evidence is
vital to the inquest, which has
‘|been blocked temporarily by
Senator Kennedy’s lawyers. |

Parents Oppose Autopsy

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph "Ko-
pechne of Berkeley Heights,
N. J., had sought to block ex-
humation of their daughter’s
'body. They argued that Penn-
sylvania was without jurisdic-|
tion in the case and that Mr.
Dinis had failed to show the|
necessity for an autopsy.
* Judge Brominski declined to
dismiss Mr, Dinis’s petition, say-|
ing he had jurisdiction to order
exhumation if it was “in the
public interest in the adminis-
tration of justice.”

At the same time, he said in
a nine-page opinion that Mr.
Dinis must “set forth sufficient

facts under Pennsylvania law
to warfant an autopsy.” .

He said Mr. Dinis must re-
submit his petition because so
far there was “not one single
fact. under oath” before the
court to show why there should
be an autopsy. _

Miss Kopechne, a former
secretary to Senator Robert
F. Kennedy, died July 18 when
Edward Kennedy’s car plunged
off a mnarrow bridge into a
tidal pool on Chappaquiddick
Island, near Edgartown.

Sheis buried in a cemetery
in Larksville, in the hardcoal
regionof northeastern Pennsyl-
vania.

Dr. Donald Mills, associate|
medical examiner in Dukes
County, Mass., said Miss Ko-
pechne had drowned. No
autopsy was performed.

_ Judge Bromingki rejected the
Kopechnes’ argument that Mr.
Dinis’'s petition attacked the
ruling of death by drowning.

Judge Brominski said Massa-|
chusetts authorities had not
disputed the cause of death.

“Thus, this court does not
know at this time the inten-
tion of Massachusetts author-
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Associated Press

ANNOUNCES DELAY IN KOPECHNE INQUEST: James A. '
Boyle, the district judge for Dukes County, leaving court-
house in Edgartown, Mass, He officially announced post-

ponement of inquest involving Senator Edward M. Kennegy.



