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Mc(fovern Is Convinced Kennedy

Will Not Rurifor President in’ 7,,2
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WASHINGTON, Aug. 13—
Sehator George S. McGovern!
&did~today he was convinced,
that” “no conceivable circum-‘
stances” could get Senator Ed-
ward M. Kennedy back into'
Presidential contention for 1972,
but that he himself might be-
come a serious candidate

' The South Dakota Dermiocrat
told reporters that he sought
out; Mr. Kennedy for.a political
conversation several weeks ago.
after the Massachusetts Senator.
was-involved in the automobile
acgident in which a 28-year-old
secretary was .drowned. = .

' think he may have been
heading. that way prior to the
accident,” Senator McGovern
declared, “But I became con-

vinced . after a fairly lengthy|

talk 'that no conceivable cir-
cumstance . would bring him
back into the picture.”

s fully expect, however, that
he,will be President some day,”
heisaid. .

- Most politicians here believe
fhat, Mr. McGovern - could not
become a viable Presidential
cafididate unless Senator Ken-

«% . By WARREN WEAVER Jr.. e

Special bo The New York 'I‘é:mn- ko "

|59, far.as.I.can-tell;.there has|
been' no. !changep in military| +,

nedy had eliminated himself

from ‘consideration. The South -

Dakotan’s support in 1968 vir-,
tually all came from Democrats.
closely allied with the Kennedy
family. g

Meeting with reporters aver

breakfast,  Senator MeGevern

#2id that he had not discussed
the possibility of his own: ean-
didacy with Mr. Kennedy: or

solicited -~his support:| He 'did,

say, ‘however, that he had. re-

ceivéd some ' expressions. of|

interest from “Kennedy people’;
in*recent weeks. - iib ;oo

Senator McGoyern said that!

aig only political plans'at this,
»oint involved “‘speaking -out
)n_r;cgme major préblems Qefore
:i}}iﬁ;.-,.country asg bluntly' and|
it

T

8 continued: - “In :/complete
:andor; this’ may exclude me
ront, being a serious candidate
orthe Presidency. But if it
urfl§ out that history bears me
Jubsl could become  a-serious

:adidate in *72—I'm not going
ogule that out.” 7 Y

Humphrey and Muskie 7.
Mz, McGovern’s comments
yeared to plage him'in the
2ld. of possible Pemocratic. op-|,
pofients for President in 1872, !
along with Senator Edmund S.
Muskie and former Vice Presi-|
dent Humphrey. Mr. Humphrey
has beengmore reluctant about
acknowledging interest that the
others. . Ti

"The South Dakotan acknol-
.edged that he had been  at-|
tempting 't/ “strengthen iy
staff,! but was not engaging
inyfany other political prelim-
i s. Senator. Muskie has be
phtling together two. groups of
adwisers onimajor _‘Fol_icy issues,
to"#educate” him fot'a possible
campaign. © {1 :

ator McGovern was, on th
whole, more critical of thefirst
seven months of the Nixon Ad-
ministration than the other po-
tential Democratic candidates
have been in recent days.

“I don’t give him very high
marks on the ke ;prcble__ms that
have faced; him,” he said of
President Nixon. “In Vietnam,

to the other side.” 34

“In domestic affairs, he. con
tinued, there has been “very
little offered” in terms of confr

economy. w o
“On balance,” the Democrat'
concluded, “I wouldn’t rate the
President very high. A
“We've lost several thousand

|troops since Mr, Nixon took

over,” he said. “There’s g
question whether we have
bought anything ‘worthihile
with that.”/ : i i
-Mr. McGovern called Senator -
Muskie and Mr. Humphrey “the
major leaders of the party .at
the present time,” but main-
tained that “I don’t think any-
one speaks as the titular lead-
er,” a position, normally ac-
corded the last Presidential
candidate, s :
The ‘Senator said he would
probably’ have to resign as
chairman of the special’ Demo-

cratic commission studying:par-
ty reform if he became a can-
didate, since it was Jikely that
this group would make recom:
mendations. that would affect

. jthe manner in which the next

JPresidentia] nominee “wa$" se-!
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strategy, just a tactical respon| -
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ling inflation and solidifying the | -
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