ITinmes

to District Court Judge

James A. Boyle, the presiding
judge of the Edgartown' Dis-

yard, received today a formall

death of a Washington secre-

tary who drowned July 18 in|

The request, considered to|
be a mandate by legal sources|!
here, was received shortly be-
fore noon from District Attor-
ney Edmund Dinis, prosecutor
sifor four southeastern Massa-
chusetts counties.

Judge Boyle, who imposed
a suspended sentence of two
months in jail on Mr. Kennedy

i

pleaded guilty to a charge of

dent, said he would reply to
Mr. Dinis “within a reasonable
time.” gt

It was expected that th

iitomorrow. Mr. Dinis is expect-
after he receives his reply.
explore legal steps for an au-

28 years old, who drowned
when Mr. Kennedy’s car
plunged off a narrow bridge
into a salt water pond onf:
Chappaquiddick Island, near
Martha's Vineyard. ;

Permission Needed

Miss Kopechne is buried near
Plymouth, Pa. To perform an
autopsy, it would be necessary
to gain the permission of her
parents and of the Pennsyl-
vania authorities to exhume the|
body. |

The accident that led to Miss|
Kopechne’s death went unre-
ported for nearly 10 hours.

Dr. Donald R. Mills, an as-
sistant medical examiner for|
-|Dukes County, who viewed the
body, gave a verdict of death
by accidental drowning. He
also took "a blood sample that
indicated a level of alcohol con-
sistent with two cocktails.

Last Thursday Mr, Dinis filed
a formal request for an in-
quést with Chief Justice G. Jo-
sephj Tauro of the State Su-
perior Court. The request was
denied on the ground that dis-|
trict courts had jurisdiction. ;

The District ~Attorney then |
wrote to Judge Boyle and to|
|Judge Kenneth L. Nash, admin-|
istrative head of State District
. |Courts. i j
‘| Judge Nash replied immedi-|
ately, _asserting the . reguest

KENNEDY INQUBST Jsose e rme o e

Boyle:“'While Judge Boyls de-

5 SWGMN liaeditd distiis the diusii:

'lautopsy is accepled as con-
firmation of the medical catse
. By JOHN H. FENTON ofideath. An inquest is a pro-

Special to The New York Times cess for detzrm§ning é&iﬂt le%al
BOSTON, Aug. 4 — Judge|/causes, as distinct the
OSTON, Aug £ medical. Neither is mandatory.

request for an inquest in the |Disfrict Attorney . may

G s report th ti
an automobile driven by ‘Sen- cea%sl;d %irysneg?{;encf ac?r lt-.ll?e'

ator Edward M. Kennedy. . [act of another person.

making an inquest mandatory,
under those circumstances.

the District Attorney may sum-
mon a grand jury to hear evi-
dence and decide whether a
criminal indictment should. be

served on anyone involved: in
July 25 after the Senator had the death.

leaving the scene of an acci- held befof
out a jury. He has the power
to subpoena witnesses and to
take testimony under oath. .,

court’s decision would be made 7
2 ;o |one except those directly ‘con-|
|In the next few days, possibly cerned with the case and may

: order that those called to testify|
fled to hold a nmews conference be separated from one another|

il to ‘prevent their conversin
Mr. Dinis has zlso begun to befoxl‘:e they are examined. .

topsy on Mary Jo Kopechne,| -

S aaeak s

t was believed he was pon-

dering the possibility of "dis-|
qualifying himself, sinc2 he had

Prosecutor Sends a Letter|presided over the original
hearing. :

‘Under Massachusetts law, an

Section 8 of chapter 38 of

the Massachusetts general laws

trict Court on Martha’s Vine- |covering inquest says that the.

State Attorney General ory

quire” an inquest to be th
even if the medical exami

The word “require” has been
nterpreted by legal sources as

If the judge's report in an
nquest seems to warrant it,

The inguest proceedings are
§a single judge with-

The judge may exclude #ny-
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