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PUBLIG FORGIVING
"IN KENNEDY POLL

But HislAccount of Mishap
‘Also Draws Skepticism

- Americans are taking a for-
giving view of Senator Edward
M. Kennedy after his automo-
bile accident July 18, the Louis
Hatris polling organizatiof Te-
poits in today’s issue of Time
miagazine.

«Time reported, however, a
“high degree of skepticism
about Mr. Kennedy's explana-

tion of the accident and his be-|'

havior afterward, and about
the incident’s bearing on his
Presidential aptitude.”
Interviewers in 100 commu-
nities across the country asked
1,609 persons between last
Monday and Wednesday if they
agreed or disagreed with g se-
ries of opinions about the Sen-
ator,
“Neither Time nor the Loyis
Harris  organization could
quote the exact wording of .the

uestions yesterday, but Mi-|,

chael Edison, vice president of

the -polling organization, gave|

the gist of the questions and
the recorded response.

_ Sixty-eight per cent agreedf

that it would be unfair to be
critical of Mr. Kennedy’s reac-
tion after the accident “be-
cause the same thing could
have happened to anybody.”
" Queries Seen Unanswered
By a plurality of 44 to 36 per
cent, those interviewed agreed
that a number of questions
about the incident remained
unanswered.
. Fifty-one per cent agreed that
there was “still no adequate ex-
planation of what he was do-

ing at the party or with the|.

girl who was killed.”
. . 'Forty per cent agreed with a
" statement that the Massachus-
etts Senator had ‘“panicked in
a,crisis and showed that he
could not be given high public
trust, such as being President.”
Forty-five per cent disagreed,
and 15 per cent were unsure,
+A Gallup Poll reported yes-
terday that Senator Kennedy’s
popularity had fallen sharply

sifice the accident, in which|

Mary Jo Kopechne was killed,
but-that his standing as a po-
tential Presidential candidate
was unchanged.

in"300 communities before and
after the accident showed that
generally favorable opinions of
the "Senator outweighed nega-
tive feelings by 3 to 1, while
ettreme feelings of favor and

| '==Republicans are seeking a

| Kennedy’s “cunning” television

- Mass.
Interviews with 1,419 persons
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. Time also reported today that
Mrs. Joseph P. Kennedy, the
Senator’s mother, had “not
given up her hopes for her sur-

. “I'm sure Ted will rise above
all this,” she said,

.G.0.P. Seeks Candidate
- WASHINGTON, Aug. 3 (AP)

candidate to oppose Senator
Kennedy next year, They con-
cedé that their man will lose
but:"hope they can force the
Derocratic crowd-drawer to

stick close to Masachusetts,
~If ‘the strategy works, it
could deprive Democrats of a
valuable campaigner in their
battle to hold control of the
Senate.
“That, frankly, is our hope,”
said one man involved in Re-
i publican campaign planning.
“We don’t think that anybody
is going to beat the young man
| in Massachusetts.”
Republicans do believe, how-
ever, that they can cut into Mr.
Kennedy's Massachusetts mar-
gin—a plurality of more than
. L1 million votes in his latest
| Senate campaign.
| THat expectation is based
| largely on Mr. Kennedy's auto-
mobile accident July 18 and his
| pléa of guilty to leaving the
scene of the crash in which a
yolng secretary drowned.
Speculation about a Repub-
#e4n challenger has centered
on a House member and two
Administration officials. They
are, Representative F. Bradford
! Morse, Secretary of Trans-
portation John A. Volpe and

Twenty-five Democratic seats

e at stake in the elections in

~970, and in many of those

races visits from Mr. Kennedy,

fof fund-raising or for some

| political cheerleading, would
help' Democratic contenders.
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= Celler Is Critical

‘Representative Emanuel Cel-
ler» Democrat of Brooklyn, ‘said
yesterday that he believes that
Mr., Kennedy’s behavior after
hig'car accident, knocked him
out of the contention for the

| Presidency.

| * think the nation itself has
| come to realize he is not a shin-
ing -white knight,” Mr. Celler
said in a television interview
. oniWCBS.

‘He was also critical of Mr.

statement about the accident
| on. Chappaquiddick Island,

“There are so many gaps
. here that it causes us to lose
' considerable  confidence in
Teddy Kennedy,” he said. _

Mr. Kennedy announced last
wéek he would seek re-election

disfavor changed sharply.

in; 1970 but would mot be a

- | -Under Secretary of State Elliott
" Rit¢hardson. i

Presidential candidate in 1972.
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.' For Active Kennedy

‘To the Editor: .
In response to Senator Ken-
nedy’s .nationwide broadcast
July 25 I should like to add my
name to the list of those who
support the wish that he remain
active in the governmental
arena and most emphatically
urge him to return to the Sen-
ate. e ;

His explanation I fully ac-
cept. He manifests true quali-
lies of leadership, integrity,
imaginative resourcefulness and
confidence. We logk forward
to ‘the’ achievements of his po-
litical future—one that brings
hope and one ini which we can
all share great pride.

He should not'be crucified
for the rest of his life for the
recent deeply tragic accident,
His country—our great nation
—can with its compassion and
understanding best he served
by his zealous work in the Sen-.
ate immediately. o

- G. W. WALTER
 New York, July 26, 1969



