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'Exh'uﬁn'iafion Of Kenhe’dy
Crash Victim Next Move?

NEWBEDFORD, Mass,
(AP)y — Dist. Atty. Edmund
Dinis, who has asked for an
inquest into the fatal accident
involving Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy, was reported Satur-

-day to be considering exhum-
ing the body of the victim, a
Young secretary. -

- Dist. Ally. Blyth Evans of
Lucerne County in Pennsylva-
nia, where Mary Jo Kopechne
is buried. said Dinis tele-
phoned him Friday to pave
the way for possibly exhuming
the body for an autopsy.

“1 said 1 would cooperate
with him lo the [ullest exlent
of the law,” Evans said, “but
I also asked him to send me a
writicn request for assist-
ance.”’

Dinis was unavailable for

comment.
+ Meanwhile, the New York
Post reported that a second
judge has turned down Dinis’
request for an inquest into the
accident.

Dinis said he sent letters
Friday to Chiel Judge Ken-
neth L. Nash of Massachu-
setts District Court, and

,Judge James A, Boyle of

" Dukes County District Court
on Martha's Vineyard Island.

Court sources said neither

" letter arrived in the Saturday
morning mail.

However. the Post reported
Judge Nash declined to inter-
vene saying the responsibility

rested with Judge -Beyle's
court.

Boyle also might furn down
the request, the newspaper
said, cn grounds he had al-
ready acted in the case and
the responsibility then would
turn fo a special justice of the
court.

Judge Nash was reported on
vacation in Vermont and nof
available for comment.

Dinis had scheduled a news
conference Saturday to ex-
plain his request, but called it
off saying he wanted to allow
time for the letters to reach
the judges.

- Kennedy pleaded guilty July
26 before Judge Boyle in Ed-
gartown to a charge of leav-
ing the scene of an accident
on Chappaquiddick Island,
Martha's Vineyard, in which a
car he drove went off a bridge
into a pond. Miss Kopechne,
28, of Washington, D.C,
drowned. ey

Judge Boyle sentenced the j
senator to the minimum two

months in Jail and suspended
sentence for one year., .

Dinis had first asked Superi-
or Court to order an inquest
but was turned down by Chief
Justice G. Joseph Tauro who
said an inquest petition should
be filed in Edgartown Distriet
Court.

Dinis said he applied Lq.—:both :

court leaders hecause he be-
lieved the law was' *‘ambigu-
ous™ on jurisdiction:

The inquest, if granted,
for the death of Miss Ko-
pechne, as distinet from de-
termining the medical . cause
of her death through an ‘autop-
sY.

Dr. Donald R. Mills of Ed-
gartown, a medical examiner,
ruled Miss Xovechne
drowned. He said he asked the
district attorney’s ofifce if an
autopsy was needed and was
told no. : _

The district attorney said
later he would have ordered
an autopsy if he had known
Sen. Kennedy had been driver
of the car. :

State police Iriday im-
pounded the car involved in
the accident and fook it to the
State Police ‘Barracks af Oak
Bluffs on orders by Dinis.
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