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Judge Denes
IInquest Info
Kennedy Case

NEW BEDFORD, Mass. (AP)
—Chief Justice G. Joseph Tauro
of the state Superior Court re-
jected flatly today a request for
an inquest into- the death of
 Miss.Mary Jo Kopechne.

Miss Kopechne, 28, was the
secrefary who drowned when
Sen. Edward M. Kennedy’s.car
plunged off a bridge on Chap-
paquiddick Island off the Mas-
sachusetts coast July 18. 2

Tauro s secretary said the
justice” based his decision on
the contention that jurisdiction
in the matter rests with the Dis-
trict Court system, rather than
the Superior Court.

The District Court is one step
below the Superior Court in the
Jmakeup of the Massachusetts
Judicial system. '
.| The inquest had been sought

by Dist. Atty. Edmind Dinis.
I Justice Tauro said last night

that he first heard of the re-
quest from newsmen, and he
described Dinis’ announcement

Boston.

Kennedy told newsmen that he
would ““cooperate in any way”
possible with the request.

“It’s still rather unclear as to
the nature of it,” Kennedy said.

“It’s a legal matter,” the sen-
ator added. “I plan to cooper-
ate in any way.”

Dinis was not available im-
mediately for comment on
whether he planned to transter
the request to District Court.

announced through his office in

Earlier today in Washington_,'

of the request as “bad ]udg|

ment at the very least.

Tauros decision today was
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