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Text of the Senator’s

HYANNIS PORT (Mass.)—( AP)—Here is the
text of Sen. Edward M. Kennedy's broadcast state-
inent last night: ' -

My fellow-citizens: 1 have requested this opportunity
to talk to the people of Massachusetts about the tragedy

. which happened last Friday evening. This morning I en-

tered a plea of guilty to the charge of leaving the scene of
an accident.

Prior to my appearance in court it would have been
improper for me to comment on these matters, but to-
night I am free to tell you what happened and to say what
it means to me. '

In the weekend of July 18th I was on Martha’s Vine-
yard Island participating with my nephew, Joe Kennedy.,
as for 30 years my family has participated, in the annual
Edgartown sailing regatta. Only reasons of health pre-
vented my wife from accompanying me.

On Chappaquiddick Island off Martha’s Vineyard, I
attended on Friday evening, July 18th, a cookout I encour-
aged and helped sponsor for a devoted group of Kennedy
campaign secretaries. When I left the party around 11:15
p.m. I was accompanied by one of these girls, Miss Mary
Jo Kopechne. Mary Jo was one of the most devoted mem-
bers of the staff of Sen. Robert Kennedy. She worked for
him for four years, was broken up over his death. For this
reason. and because she was such a gentle, kind and
idealistic person, all of us tried to help her feel that she
still had a home with the Kennedy family.

No Truth to Suspicions

There is no truth—no truth whatever—to the widely
circulated suspicions of immoral conduct that have been

. leveled at my behavior and hers regarding that evening.

There has never been a private relationship between us of
any kind. I know of nothing in Mary Jo’s conduct on that
or any other occasion, and the same is true of the other
girls at that party, that would lend any substance to such
ugly speculation about their character — nor was 1 driv-
ing under the influence of liquor.

Liitle over a mile away the car that T was driving on
an unlit road went off a narrow bridge which had no
guard rails and was built on a left angle to the road. The
car overturned into a deep pond, and immediately filled
with water. I remember thinking that as the cold water
rushed in around my head that I was for certain drown-
ing. Then water entered my lungs and I actually felt the
sensation of drowning. But somehow I struggled to the
surface alive. I made immediate and repeated efforts to
save Mary Jo by diving into the strong and murky cur-
rent, but succeeded only in increasing my state of utter
exhaustion and alarm. :

My conduct and conversation during the next several
hours, to the extent that I can remember them, make no

sense to me at all. My doctors informed me that [ suf- ;

fered a cerebral concussion as well as shock. I do not seek |

to escape responsibility for my actions by placing the |
blame either on the physical, emotional trauma brought |
on by the accident or on anyone else.

|

“l SEEK YOUR ADVICE AND OPINION ., . .~
Senator Ted Kennedy making his TV address



Illl!ll|IllﬁlIIH!]IIIli!lI|||lI!lilIIIIIlllllI!Ii!llIII!1!IIIII!l!!IIIIIIIII!Ili!IIIIillilI!II!!ill|IIIIiIIIHHIIIIIIli!lIIIIIIi!!lIIH!IIIiIIII|!II!I?!!!!I!E?}lIIiiFfH!lli.'!fH!!'fﬂi!I!!!{!II!lII!mlIIII_FIH!IIII'IIIIII!ﬂiIIlI!Hi!!Ii!HHIIIIliFFIHIIIIIII

“JISTT poog pue nok yuer],
21
@jeatrd 10 orqnd ur 3¢ 1 ISYJOYM ‘PUIUBT PUER LS Ino
0} UONNQLIIU0d 2IN)Ny WS YR PUe UL purnjaq Apefen)
Juedaa jsour sty jnd 0} a[qe 3q [[eys I 1eyy adoy | ‘sur o)
SPIOY anINy 9} I9A2JEYM ‘PIPIIBP ST IDAIIBUM ‘UOISIOIAP
WBLL Ay} 9RUW 0) 3Fenod 8y} ARy ued [ jer Aead 1
TNOS MO ST 0JUT HOO[ }SNT UBWT YO8 SIYJ I0,] JI8511
a8eanod Addns jouued efeanod jsed JO 8911018 SYL

“MOT[0F T[T4 8 8SIN0D 9] FASUIIY I0F 3PIDAP 1SN
UBW UoBd ‘UOWIMO[[9} ST JO WO9)Sd 9} UdAD ‘JUIUNIUI)
-U02 STY ‘SPUBLI} SIY JO SSOT Y} ‘8OUIIISUOD ST SMOT[0] ay
J1 S808] 9 $80YJLI0eS ) 3q ARUI JoAdJBYM PUY ‘A)[RIOw
UBWINY [[e JO SISeq oyj ST ey} pue ‘sonssaid pue s108
-UEp pue ‘sepElsqo jo oyids ur ‘sadusnbesuod Teuosiad jo
aJIds Ul JSnw 8y JBYM S30p UBW B US)ILIM ul9q sey i

‘UMO AUI U0 YBU 0}
Aqreury asey s 1381 U0ISIDap B 8T 811} 104 "siafead anod
j8es ] ')l Sun{BW Ul UOTUIAO PUB 8OIADE Inof ¥aas I

SI3LRIJ pUE IIAPY 0] BI[J ¥

. "UOISTOSP ST} SUTOR] UL S LM
usnoayy sty yuip oy ‘sjjesnyaessery Jo apdoad 9yl ‘quSmo)
nod yse T 05 puy ‘orgmipiom 9JI] AW SpRUL SBY S)asnys
"BSSBJY] 9AI8S PUB nof yim yiom o} Ajunjaoddo sy, ‘pes
AI9A U99Q PARY A0S ‘SNOLIOS WAy} JO JW0S ‘SSLIOUTSL
AUBUX 3IBYUS T pUB NOX ‘2jRUSS O} 0) uogoere i1y Aw
Q0UIS SIBAL UBASS UB( SBY J] "3YBUX 0} UOISIDAP 2P B
3 Pmom ST} s 10,4 "USISAI 0] S I0F JUBLL )1 juIy) ST
JUIOS AYM [[@M [[N] PUBR]SIIPUN P[NOM ] UOSBAI S} 1040

"9OUBPIIUO0I ISOUIN Jrey) axrdsuy
oym umawr £q Apoq jeyy ur uonejussaxdaz 0} panjus aie ae
-uag salels pejrun). ayj 03 Apauusy] uyor pue ‘afpor loqe)
Ley ‘Ieuwng SIMBYD "IBISqap [9MUB( ‘swepy Aoump
Uyof W3S UDIAM 31BIS BY} ‘2IBIS ST o erdoad ayyg,

‘|atyyo
Ul snunuod jou prnovs pue sermp sy utoftad A[ajenbapu
‘worurdo £wr ur ¢ jou pmod By WONBAYMSNLINOMIM JO s
AYIIIqE ST JO J910BIBID S, J0]PUIS J18U} UI 92Usprjuod yae|

- PINOYS $319SNUORSSRIY JO SUSZIND A} awr Aue e

i “elelag 53Je)S Paliu) ay) UI JBas Aw ufsal priors

¢ .38 paareduu os udaq Sey 9e)s AUl Jo atdoad ayy £aowe

. Burpuess Lwr asyjeyM Jo puru AW ur uonsanbh sy asrex
Sururour sty Jms Jo uoIssTIUPR Aw PUE ‘Way] pop morins
BABT Yotym Stadsrym o1} ‘opusnuul oY) ‘SjuaAd @ AU,

UONSaN() sosTRY opusnuuj

"SIAI[ aN0

JO 3SSI U] SN 1M UICWIAT |[IM PUSLY [NJIOPUOM B JO sso1

9} I2A0 [39] aM 19113 8y} pue ‘Aqrmrey Kur Jo SIaquaL a1}

. doy pue ‘Bur Ioj auo Surzruose ue U9s( SBY puayeam JIse|

| STUL "JuspIour OIFRY) SIY) 1840 1937 T SULIOIMS pur ured a1q

-L119} 3y} ssaxdxa A1qrssod umo jaed £w va spiom ON “Juap

~IODB UE J0 2U9DS 3y} JurAea[ jo 9518Yd 31y} 01 Aym$S peajd
0} pojesStqo Aqeiow ey I ‘PouonjueuI ] se ‘fepoj,

t -eorod predaury seyLIRIY Y] 0) JUAPIdOR a1} pajrodar
- AIpajelaq ULY} pue ‘A1Is] 8y 30 oprIs Hoppmbeddey) ap
+ 10 suoyderey. o1jqnd B wody ‘TRYSIEIN oyIng ‘I9STApe [Sa]
i Aqrueey 9y qred 03 ja0me ue epew | ‘Prony 2I0UI JBYMBUI0S
puIw AUl Ujym ‘SUTLIOUI 8Y) UT "HI9[0 W00I 2} 0} Sury)
-owos Jutdes pue jurod auo je o Surof BETiHETDERE

- . U001
Awr ur pasderoo pue ‘wre g moge 1330y fw o) pauam
. 78l pue ‘110319 8} ur mese s0uo Fumumorp Lpesu ‘ssoror

wems -APAsndull pue Jajem 9y) ojur padwin[ Auep
" -Pns T ‘JYSTH 3Y) 10 uMop jnys Suraey A118] 3y} ‘Suissorn
A1y 8y 0 ow ayey woayy pey 1 JYSIU jeY) SPUSLY S of

- TRy WIETE 0} JOU WBYNIRIY PUB UeSIzhH pajonsur 1

yo0us pue
‘uonsneyxa ‘uorsnyuod ‘orued ‘eaniio}. ‘yqnop ‘iesy ‘joLId
— uorjowre jo aquml e Aq ‘des 0] yUel We [ — W0
-18A0 sem T 's1epmors Aw wogy ssed fem awos ur JySiw
JUSpIOUT SRIPAIIUI STY} JO JYSIaM [NIME O] MOUSWOS
Jayleym ‘jioder fw Leep o) pue peuaddey pey jeym
Jqnop 0} 8Ll 10§ OSBRI djqeyrsni awos SeM 213Y] Iatjaym
‘'sdpauusy] oy} Te J9ao Juey A[Enjow PIp ISIND [Njme
A0S JAYJSUM ‘BIIR IBIPSWITUI JBYJ JO N0 SIAMIUI0S
dATE 8q [[US YSiw a8 oy} Iayeym Se suonsanb yons

Surpnour ‘pip pue pres [ SSUM} SAISN[IUODUT PUBR JULISIS

~H0DUI ‘9[qe2T[dXAUT SNOLIBA 3] UL PajOa[jol alam A3y,

‘portad st} Surnp pura Lur
YSnody) Juam ‘SIOUBISWNDID [RUIOU JOPUN PIUTRLIUR
A[snopres aAey 10U PNOM T YOIM JO SWOS pue ‘[[BoSI
joutEed ] UYoIM wWay} Jo AuUBwW ‘[RUONEII WAyl jo Auew
‘[RUOIBIIT WSY) JO AWI0S ‘PAsSnjuod WdY) Jo T[B ‘sjysnoyy
Pa[qUIBIdS JO SPUTY [V '9[NINI PaAoxd OSTe '$OAY[ UMO J191)
0] ¥SLI 2W0S je USYB]IsPUN ‘SLI0IIA SNONUAIS JIay],

*Uoado3] SSIIA
8]EBD0] .PUR UMOD BAIP 0] 1I0JJ@ M3U B 2¥BLIapun 0] I3pPJI0

QTR G TR O R T T

ur — JYSTUPIUL I9)J8 SWI[JSUIOS SEeM SIY} — JUT JIM SUdS
37} 0} A[PJBIPAUIWI UINTDI 0) WY} PLJOSIP PUR ‘WRINILI
ned pue‘uedien ydesopr ursnod Aur ‘spustij oml Jo dpoy
ay} pejsenbal pue piay Suraq sem £11ed 21} aIoyM 9581100
ay} 01 ¥deq pay[EM ] ‘9UI} PAUIULI9}EPUN UR I0f SSBIS
8y} uo pajsneyxa Fuid] Ieyje ‘auoydare) e 07 "Apoaap
Suryoor Jo pesysuy -A[ejepawrwr 991[0d 1] 01 JUSPIIOE A1)
310da1 jou PIp I 1YL 108 9y} I[qISUSJIPUI Se pIegal 1

I[N, 2404 SIOTFH AYS1Y

uonynunydxry

Q"|||||IIHIIIl!HIlI!ElFlﬂlliIi!f5l"Eﬂ!I!!!H’.!i!!i[.‘:‘?lili:?lﬂ‘-ﬂ!!‘:|1!“!IMI'|1i!!I!.‘-‘E!1iIIIiFf!.!iil1!!!!!'.!!?‘;'?1‘.;’iil!iHH!Ii!:fiiiiiii!l%!:?s.’-.‘ﬂ!i



