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KENNEDY REPORTS |
SPEED AT 20MLPH.

Lawyefs File Official Form
on Car Crash at Bridge

By JOSEPH LELYVELD
Special to The New Yotk Times
EDGARTOWN, Mass., July 24
—Senator Edward M. Kennedy
was driving his car at 20 miles

an hour when it plunged.
wooden bridge last Friday 1 .
according to an accident Tg&-
port filed today with the au-|
thorities here by the Senator’s
lawyers. i |l

The report—an official form
of the state’s Bureau of Motor
Vehicles —was gigned by Mz
Kennedy and carried yestet::
day’s date. Gt
The Senator remained in se-

clusion across the bay at his
Hyannisport residence. = The,
group of friends and advisers
who had gathered with him
there was joined today by Rob-
ert S. McNamara, the former
Defense Secretary, who is pres-
ident of the World Bank. = |

The police appeared to find
Mr. Kennedy's speed estimate
~redible enoueh, although there
had been speculation that he
must have peen driving much

1
|

emk

contention that the accident
took place at 11:15 P.M. This
was the time given by the Sen-
ator in a statement to the
police last Saturday morning.
Mr. Kennedy’s version con-
flicts with that of the only wit-
ness who is believed to have
scen the Senator driving the
car. The witness, Christopher
Lool Jr., a Dukes County deputy
sheriff, said he saw the black
Oldsmobile turn down the dirt
road-leading to the bridge more

faster than 20 miles an hour
at the time of the accident, in
which a young Washington
secretary, Mary Jo Kopechne,
was drowned. ;

Studies Cited

The police, pointed to studies|
showing that a car traveling 20|

than' an hour after the time
mentioned by the Senator.
The police, relying on Mr.
Look’s testimony, gstlmated the
day after the accident that it
occurred at 12:50 A.M. .
Two copies of the accident
report were handed to Chief
Dominick J. Arena by two of

miles an hour could not be|
braked to a halt in less than
47 feet.

In the three-quarters of a
second it takes an alert driver
even to get his foot on the
brake, a car traveling at that
speed will already have covered
22 feet, the studies showed.

The wooden bridge is 81 feet
long and veers slightly to the left,
of the dirt road. Senator Ken-!
nedy- drove straight ahead, go-.
ing over the side at a point.at
which his right front wheel
was only 18 feet from the start
of the bridge. Police measurg-
ments showed that his car bit
the water 32 feet and 7 inclies
from the start of the bridge.

Thus, the police reasoned, if]
the car was traveling 20 miles
an hour, the Senator would not
have had a chance to brake
it before it fall into the salt
water pond. '

The accident report filed to- |
day - repeated Mr. _Kenned_v’s:f

Mr. Kennedy’s attorneys, Robert
G. Clark Jr. and Robert G.

Clark 3d of Brockton, who flew|the accident occurred, and Mar-|bility includes Dukes, Nan-
_ . tha's Vineyard.: But -the-ferry,|tucket . and. Barnstable Coun-
Sources involved in the prep-/known as the “On Time,” NOT-|{ieg :
aration of the case against/mally stops running between :
Senator Kennedy on a charge of|12 and 12:30.

If Mr. Look is correct, the
Senator was already too late E:
for the last ferry. Mr. Look|a :former Democratic member
himself had returned from|of the Massachusetts legisla-
Edgartown not by the ferry but|ture. )
by a motor launch from the

yacht club, having left his car|pe could have taken charge of
near the landing on Chappa-|the investigation at anygtime
cident and his appearance at the quiddick Island.
Meantime, Chief Arena and!tention to do so. .
The time of the accident may|the County Prosecutor, Walter

have little bearing on the|Steele, came under fire fromiaitack on the local police chief
charge of leaving the scene but|the District Attorney in New/and prosecutor may have been|
could be relevant to other as-|Bedford, Edmund L. Dinis. Mr.\provoked by
_ |Dinis said they had “Bypassed” [Massachusetts newspapers criti-
Mr. Kennedy’s statement said|him in_their investigation and|cizing him for his aloofness.
he had been taking Miss Ko-|charged: “For some reasonthey Yesterday The New Bedford
pechne to the ferry that crosses|are not desirous to get me into|Standard. Times published an
between the case at all.”

here today.

leaving the scene of an accident
said the earlier time strength-
ened their contention that he
‘had had ample opportunity to
report the accident.

| The Senator has said he was
lin .a state of shock. According
to his statements, at least 10
hours elapsed between the ac-

police station to report it.

pects of the case.

the narrow channel
Chappaquiddick Island, where
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concentrated misfortune as the Kennedy family has
suffered, one hopes, that Senator Edward M. Kennedy
will hesitate no longer to clear up the details of the
tragic accident at Chappaquiddick. It is in no sense
a prejudgment to note that his story of the sad epi-

“‘sode that cost the life of Mary Jo Kopechne leaves

serious gaps which the local authorities have seemed

‘ less than eager to close.

The police chief of Edgartown and county officials
might understandably be awed at having to deal with
their United States Senator, a political power in the
state and a potential candidate for the Presidency,
but it was no favor either to Senator Kennedy or the
public for them to have allowed that awe to inhibit
their official conduct, as it seems to have done. Too

- many questions remain unanswered-—and as yet

unasked.

In consequence, a sad accident has generated'a spate
of ugly speculations, political and personal, which the
Senator by now must surely regret. It is perfectly
possible that, suffering from shock, he would have
behaved illogically following the tragic accident, but
that would not warrant the numerous discrepancies
and gaps in his story the next morning, nor even the

. failure to inform the police the night before, especially

when he had the presence of mind at the time, as he
states, to dive repeatedly into the pond in an effort
to save his companion.

There is much that needs explaining. A man of less
prestige in the country might be content to deal solely
with the misdemeanor charge of having left the scene
of an accident. But Senator Kennedy owes more than

that to himself and to his loyal followers.

Until today, 'he had
shown no eagerness to take an
active role in the Kennedy
case. The District Attorney is

Officials here have said that

simply by announcing his in-

It appeared to many that his

editorials in

“Mr. Dinis

editorial headed,

Mr. Dinis’s area of responsi-|Should Help.”

Precisely because the mind cries out against such



