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 EVANS AND NOVAK

. WASHING-

TON — As the
hours of si-
lence from the
Kennedy com-
pound on Cape

nact on Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy and on the Democratic
party itself of the weekend's
tragic events were slowly and
privately acknowledged by the
party’s leaders. On Monday, po-
litical supporters of Kennedy
waited anxiously for some clari-
fying statement that would, once
and for all, clear up what hap-
pened on Martha’s Vineyard
last Friday night. ]

When there was no clarifica-

tion, either openly to the public’

or privately to political support-
ers, the hopeful waiting Wwas
transformed to melancholy fore-
boding. :

“With every hour that pass-
es,” one pro-Kennedy congress-
man told us, “the situation be-
comes more ominous.”

Indeed, at this writing, few
of the veteran political hands
who counseled the two elder
Kennedys have been called into
thig crisis. In their absence and
the lack of solid answers to the
questions posed by the senator’s
sketchy statement of Saturday,
rumors in the political commun-
ity have run like wildfire. Thus,
som e pro-Kennedy politicians
view the silence as a mistake of
doleful consequences.

In this light, there is no
doubt that Kennedy’s,. political
career — of seemingly limitless
prospects Friday night — has
been damaged. What is the sub-
ject of endless speculation here
is how severely and how lasting-
ly damaged.’

At opposite . poles are the

{Cod stretched
into days, the
i shuddering im-

Kennedy enemies and the Ken-
edy loyalists. Anti-Kennedy
congressmen of both parties, re-
turning to- the House after the
weekend, were quick to sign his
political death certificate —
some chortling in the cloak
rooms at this indignity for the
Kennedy clan. But Kennedy loy-
alists we talked to around the
country confidently predicted
that the reversal would be only
temporary.

Tn between, however, are re-
latively objective politicians who
feel — in the absence of a com-
prehensive explanation still
awaited by Kennedy’s suppert-
ers — that the tragedy likely
but not certainly will knock
Kennedy out of the 1972 presi-
dential picture.

One reason is the sudden
freeing of anti-Kennedy senti-
ment; bottled up since the assas-
sination of Robert F. Kennedy.
This sentiment is now being
fueled by talk that the lack of
an autopsy for Miss Kopechne
and the apparent lack of a thor-
ough investigation of possible
negligence by Kennedy point to
favored treatment. Politically,
this could be as damaging as

‘the events themselves.

Moreover, the Harvard
cheating incident, all but forgot-
ten, has réturned from the deep
subconscious to active political
conversation.

One Democratic congress-
man, considered pro-Kennedy,
told us he thought of that long-

ago Harvard affair when he

read of the unexplained delay in
reporting the accident and that
he began to contemplate ‘‘the
ultimate nature of a guy's char-
acter.”

Ironically, the incident came
at a time when Ted Kennedy,
while scarcely trying, was domi-

emk

Teddy’s Silence Dismays Friends

nating the Democratic party
with a  completeness seldom
seen.in a party out of power.
His acceptance by all aspects of
the party (including organized
labor, never a Kennedy citadel)
far surpassed that of either of

his brothers. Moreover, as the .

hard-working and effective Sen-
ate majority whip, he was the
first of the Kennedys on his way
to becoming a frue Senate pow-
er. ’

Thus, while Kennedy ex-
pressed doubt to his colleagues
about running against President
Nixon, his growing pre-emin-
ence in the Democratic party
had gradually been erasing his
option. That is, there was grow-
ing doubt that he could choose
not to run.

Sen. Edmund Muskie of
Maine would see the Demo-
cratic presidential possibility
most enhanced by these events,
but, in fact, 1972 becomes a
dark unknown. .

~ For now, Democratic politi-
cians are worried about the ad-
verse impact of the Kennedy
crisis on all aspects of their par-
ty, affecting both the 1970 and
1972 elections and the Senate.

Kennedy’s key role in the

Senate, vital to Democratic
strategy on both the anti-ballis-
tic missile and the.surtax, is
likely to diminish sharply.
;  The interest at the White
House, where ever since the in-
auguration political aides have
been casting eyes backward at
Ted Kennedy, is intense.

The private consensus there
is.that he is out of the picture
for 1972. The extent of adminis-
tration interest was revealed by
a telephone call from a Justice
Department official asking a
newspaper correspondert close
to Kennedy for additional details
of Friday night’s events.

~ Whether this glee of anti-
Kennedy forces turns out to -be
premature depends, in the short
run, on whether the present si-
lence is broken by a full and
satisfactoryexplanation of
events. But in the long run, poli-
ticians agree, whether he can
rise from this political catas-
trophe depends on Ted Kenne-
dy himself -~ his inner Tre-

sources and how he conducts

himself in the months and years
ahead.
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