NY Times

3 Kennédys Attend Funera} f_o

By NAN ROBERTSON
Special to The New Yorlk Times

PLYMOUTH, Pa., July 22--
Mary Jo Kopechne, whose life
and death were interviewed with
the Kennedy family, was buried
here today on a high green hill-
side above the slag heaps of
this mined-out anthracite town.
She would have been 29 years
old next Saturday. ..

Senator Edward M. Kennedy,
his wife Joan and Ethel Kenne-
dy, widow of his assassinated
brother Robert, flew from Hy-
annis Port, Mass., to the funeral
of Miss Kopechne, who drowned
when a car driven by the Sena-
tor plunged off a bridge on

pechne’s death —
They were Nance Lyons, a
legislaitve aide to Senator Ken-

nedy; her sister, Maryellen, an’ most all in the congregation
assistant to State Senator Beryl[ Were women, with many teen-

Cohen of Massachusetts: Rose-

the Children’'s Foundation
Washington; Susan Tannen-
baum, from the office of
Representative Allard K. Lowen-
. stein, Nassau County Demo-
| crat; Esther Newburg, of the
| Urban Institute in Washington;
Joseph Gargan, a cousin offSen-
ator Kennedy, and the Senator
himself.

The young women kept to
themselves, speaking only with
the Kopechne family or Ken-
nedy associates. They frequent-

' ly burst into tears, both at the
‘church and earlier at the fun-

Martha’s Vineyard Island during
the weekend. 3 |
She had been a secretary and
campaign worker for Senator
Robert Kennedy and a friend
of the family for years.
Today, Edward Kennedy was
wearing a neck brace, presum-
zbly as a result of the acci-
dent. He looked grim and dis- |
tracted throughout the requiem
mass, as he was engulfed by

a curious and excited crowd on:
the street outside and during;
the brief service at the grave.

His wife and sister-in-law
appeared stunned. Mrs. Joseph
Kopechne, the mother, seemed

crushed with grief. She wept !
- bitterly during the service for |

" her only child in the Roman
¢ Catholic Church of St. Vincent,
! with its elaborate carvings and

paintings, a block from Ply-

. Continued on Page 22;-Column.
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jmouth’s main street. _
' Her husband helped her to
her feet for the responses,
‘clasped her tightly about the
waist, murruured to her and
-once laid his head against hers.!
|They were alone in a pew
across the aisle from the Ken-
nedys, and looked neither at
them nor at anyone else as|
the mass was said.

The two families had con-
soled each other earlier in the
front parlor of the adjoining
rectory, according to two priest
who were there. It was yet an-
other scene of agony and loss
that the Kennedys and those.
they have touchd have endured
in recent years

A large entourage of friends
and associates of both the Ken-
‘nedys and Miss Kopechne con-
verged here today They in-
cluded seven of the 12 persons
who, according to Senator Ken-
nedy’s aides, were at the cook-|
out party preceding Miss Ko-

i

their friend. She lay in an open
coffin, clad in a pale blue gown
and clasping a crystal rosary.
Aides of Senator Kennedy
spoke freely to reporters about

and also of what they called
“repeated” offers by the Ken-
nedys. to pay for Miss Kope-
chne’s: funeral, which her par-
ents have refused.

‘Silent on Accident

They would say nothing
about what happened in the
nine hours between the acci-
dent off Martha’s Vineyard and
'Mr. Kennedy's appearance on
‘Saturday morning at the police
. .station to report it.
. Except for those who knew
the dead woman, the scene.to-
jday in Plymouth was not :one
“jof sorrow but of curiosity. Her
|parents moved from Plymouth
'when Miss Kopechne was. only
a year old. and live now in
Berkeley Heights, N. J., where

her father is an insurance man.|

But the family burial plot is
still in the hilltop cemetery of

' ISt. Vincent’s Churchi,. :
. %, This morning, a crowd of 700

{people waited outside the fu-
neral home and the church or
craned from front porches of
little frame houses along /the
Streets. Msgr. William E. Burch-|
ill, St. Vincent's pastor waited
nervously at the rgctory
door with his assistant, the Rev.
I Charles Smith.

At 9 AM. the Kennedy plane,’
a DC-3 belonging to Mrs. Rob-
ert Kennedy's family, landed:
at the Wilkes-Barre-Scranton
Airport nearby. Shortly there-

after the Kennedy cars rolled!

down Church Street to the rec-
tory.
| The meeting inside was brief.
Present were the two priests,
who withdrew after the intro-

ductions; the three members of|

[the Kennedy family; the Kope-

‘chnes; William J. Vanden Heu-

vel, a Kennedy friend who is a
New York lawyer, and David
Burke, the Senator’s administra-
tive assistant.
¢, The hushed church across the

¢

mary Keough, who works for|-
m

eral home of John J. Kielty,|
where they viewed the body of|'l

the Senator’s movements today| |

emk

“grassy yard was full; witFpeo- |
ple stand along the sides and
back and in the bhalcony. Al-

‘agers.
Sat in 4th Row

The funeral party entered by
- a side door at the front of the
high-ceilinged edifice. When the
;Kennedys appeared, a loud
buzz and murmur swept across
the congregation. Senator Ken-
| nedy, in a dark suit and black
tie knotted loosely beneath his
neck brace, cast his eyes on the
floor.

So did his wife, who was
dressed in white, with a black
bow at the back of her blonde
curls. Mrs. Ethel Kennedy was
| all in black, with a short lace
mantilla over her hair. =
With K. LeMoyne Billings, a
friend from New York, they
moved to the fourth pew behind
ithree empty rows. The two
robed priests with their acolytes
moved down the center aisle to
imeet.‘the coffin at the church

dgor. . N
i "Eight pallbearers carried the
jheavy metal coffin, and" Mon-/|

signor Burchill began the words
-|of “De Profundis”: '

“Out of the depths I cry to|
you, O Lord . . . my soul waits _|
for the Lord.”

cousins of Miss Kopechne. The
. two others were K. Dun Gifford,
|:Senator Kennedy’s legislative
assistant, and David Hackett,
iwho helped keep the delegate
‘lcount in a Washington office
.jduring Senator Robert Ken-
Inedy’s Presidential campaign
Nast year. Miss Kopechne and
seyen other young women
worked there.

fbday, all but one of these
seven women were in the
-church. '

i When the coffin was set|
down between the Kennedy and
"|Kopechne families, Monsignor
Bugchill begah the requiem
mass.

| Near the end, he said: “Do
not hand her over to the pow-
jers of the enemy and do not
‘forget her, but command that

this soul be taken up by the|,
holy angels and brought home!

to paradise.” Mrs. Kopechne;
buried her face in her hands.

Shouts From Crowd

The ranks of friends in the
pews behind the Kennedy fam-|
ily ‘across the aisle contained|
many who became nofed|
through their association with|
Robert Kennedy.

They included Frank Man-
kiewicz, Mr. Kennedy's press
secretary, and now a columnist,
who announced the Senator’s
death a year ago; Peter Edel-
. man, associate director of the
. Robert F. Kennedy Memorial,
| and: Adam Walinsky, an ad-|
visers
. As the funeral party emerged|

:tromi “thHeé church for {he pPrOCEE]
ision-torthe eémetery, shouts of

‘camera-clicking

Six of the pallbearers were .-
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r Drowned Secretary

“TFhere he is!” burst from the
crowd. They
surged around Mr. Kennedy -and
the others, pushing for position
close by. The Senator and all

'with him showed deep distress;
‘many  of

Miss Kopechne’s
‘women friends were sobbing as

]they struggled to reach their
jcars. i
i After about 10 minutes, the
motorcade was able to move up
a long, winding road to the
gravesife. the narrow route
‘was jammed with hundreds of
cars, their occupants perspiring
in the mugginess of the gray
day.

The Kopechne family was
seated in rows of chairs under!
an open-sided tent for the brief
ceremony. Senator Kennedy,
‘flanked by his wife and sister-
in-law, stood at the back, his
head tilted, staring abstractedly
until it was over. 7

The Kennedy party, after ac-
companying the Kopechne
family to a brief gathering at:
the nearby Kingston House Inn,
flew back to the family com-
gognd at Hyannis Port on Cape

od. .
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The Mew York Times
BEREAVED: Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Kopechne at the coffin of their only daughter, Mary Jo,
at her funeral yesterday in the Roman Catholic Church of St. Vincent, Piymouth, Pa.

: . . The New York Timas (by Mike Lien)
S+ Wr. and Mrs, FArrard Keppedy at funeral with K. LeMoyne
Billings, ;7. -1 17 anmii B, TThoaTy, elmost hidden,




