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~ Some Read a No as Yes

By R. W. APPLE Jr.

Special to The New York Tlr_gec .

- WASHINGTON, Nov. 17 —
Threé: powerful Democrats, all
identified with the Kennedy
family in the past, talked by
phone this week: John J. Gilli-
gan, the Governor of Ohio, Sen-
stor John V. Tunney of Cali-
fornia, and Robert Moretti, the
Speaker of the California As-
sembly. '

“They agreed among them-
selves that an overt Presidential

- cttmpaign by Senator Edward M.
Kennedy of Massachusetts was
not going ‘to  materialize. next
year and that they should there-
fore make other plans. Yét Mr.
Moretti . still wants to hear it
once . more, Straight from the
Senator, so he will fly to Wash-

ingten later this. month to have|
dinner with Mr, ‘Kennedy-at his}.

home:

“Mr. Kennedy has:been ‘isqyihg ‘

fof months'that He has no inten-
* tiow of runming, that he would
reimove his name from primary
ballots wherever: possible, that
his supporters should go .to
work for ather candidates, that
1972 was simply not his year.

Hard to Accept

“His hold on Democratic poli-
iclans’ minds is so powerful,
Hough, that most professionals
around ‘the country-tell ques-
tioners as a.matter of colirse
that the party's 1972 Presiden-
tial nominee will- almost cer-
tainly be Semator Edmund'S.
Miskie of Maine or Mr. Ken-
nedy. (A few throw in the name
of Hubert H. Humphrey). Even
_ hdrd-bitten realists like Mr. Mo-
retti find. Mr. Kennedy’s-“no’
‘very hard to ‘accept-fully. -~
_Gradually, mgst ‘of. the pro-
fassionals have-atcepted.it, birt
they now believe that Mr, Ken-
nedy has.a good chanice’ . —
“3 out of 10,” ‘said*a Pennsyl:
vania leader—to: win the nomi-
nation- without‘a- campaign.
_. Other candidates will nibble
Mr. Muskie to+death, goes the
scenario that one hears in the
te - capitdls, ' with - Senator
enry M. Jackson of Washing-
ton - winning in © one . “state,
Mayor Lindshy of New York
ift another, Senator George Mc-
Gavern of South: Daketa in a
third. So the convention will
be deadlocked, 'Mr. Kennedy
will dominate the polls and he

be tapped. e

. The \p'ollps provide the readi-
.-e8t and most’ coficrete-explana-
tn‘?ély for the power-of II:I/IrE ;Ke?-
edy’s noncampaign. Not only
does he consistently finish\first
or second in the Harris and
" Gallup . national surveys of
gtrem::lrats, qhii’ al?lo " shows
ongly in‘local polls — par-
icularly those that measure
sentiment in Negro, Mexico-
Amerjcan; - Indian~: and - -poor’
white neighborhoods. -
In a survey of a Chicané
neighborhood in Los Angeles,
for. example, his “favorable”
ng exceeded 90 per cent—
far- better than an};]one else’s,
including Cesar Chavez, the
militant farm-worker organizer.

i

The “Kennedy Mystique”

- Such results obviously. reflect
the esteem in which Mr. Ken-
nedy's two brothers were held,
as.well as his own advocacy
of the underdog. The “Ken-
nedy mystique” (although no
one seems to call it that any
more) remains a powerful fac-
tor in American politics. -

. Some people, for example,
find it impossible to believe:
that Senator Kennedy is not

" secretly organizing a massive
. campaign that would be started
in time for, say the California
primary on June 6, In recent|
weeks, for example, the fol-
lowing rumors—all, so far as
it was possible to check, un-
founded-—circulated in politicas
quarters here and elsewhere:

‘OMrs. Robert F. Kennedy had
called il the workers in pas

" Kennedy campais 1o het'}
house, Hickory Hill, for an’ or-
ganizational meeting. :

_‘9Stephen E:, Smith, Senator
Kennedy's brother-in-law, had
ﬁtg:.tjly passed the word to the

nedy “shadow organization’
that its members were-to .go
to work for anyone -but Mr.

Muskie, because. he must be
stopped -if the Senator was to
haye a chance.. vl Y 0
%SehxtarMcGwemmMr
«Kennedy had met on Cape Cod,
with Mr. McGovern agreeing
td throw his support to Mr.
Kennedﬁi n the event of a
deadlock.

Mr. Kennedy’s strength, which
seems to have increased stead-
ily among the professionals and
the public in ‘the last four
months, as the -Chappaquid-
dick incident faded” slightly,
appears to be a sign of the
weakness of ‘the rest of the
field ‘as:much.as a sign of his
own.appeal, - ]

. “What am I going to do?”
asked an -Fastern Governor
~this month in a typical com-
nent. “Nobody excites me. No-
body seems to have u}ything‘
gi lfxis guts. It's all dull, dull

il i

“In that context, Mr, Kénnedy

s‘ie't%ns texciting. :xlc“iting. ex-
- clung to_many of his party’s

leaders. Several of them a{gre
commented recently . on re-
ports: they heard . of speeches
that he and My, Muskie gave
at the Latin Casino near Phila-
delphia within a few weeks of
each “other. Mr. Kennedy
made the bigger hit.

"The old Kennedy retainers
are scattered — John J. Burns
apd -Mrs. Ronnle M. Eldridge
with Mayor Lindsay, whom X
some Kennedy loyalists consid-
et essential to a stop-Muskie
strategy; Frank Mankiewicz and
dthers with Mr. McGovern;

- . John F. English with Mr. Mus-

Kie, and so on. But enough,
remein available, and enough

others would return to the fold,
te man a -campaign.

In addition, Senator Kennedy
retains the goodwill of impor-
tant king-malsars, notably May-
or Richard J. Daley of Chicago.
Their influence might prove de-
cisive in a deadlock.

There is mot a great deal
of evidence that Mr. Kennedy
would promote himself as a
cqmpromise candidate at the
Miami Beach convention. The
assumption among the politi-
cians is that he would be un-
able to resist.a chance at the
nomination under those circum-
stances, with so. little risk to
his reputation, but it is just an
assumption. ~ L
- The longer Mr. Muskie re-
tains his front-runner position,

e less likely a deadlock —
and the less likely a Kennedy

nomination — will be.




