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i Says ‘Nightmare' Ended in
TR ‘Hur@iliating Retreat’

By R. W. APPLE Jr,

SPeGidl to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, March 25—
Senator Edward M. Kennedy

today described the South Viet-
‘Ramése incursion into Laos as!

R mare” that has ended
in & “humiliating réteeat” car-
vied out. “so obvieusly in
panic.” :

- Speaking to a meeting' of
Democratic state chairmen, Mr.
Kennedy bitterly attacked: the
Nixon Administration’s .support
of the \Laos -operation and -its
entire - conduct of the Indo-
ghina' wap. . .

& “For ,, Millions of - American

JYHeoplé,” he said, “the vision of

¢ #he Laos operation is scores of

‘UAmeritan  helicopters  shot

:@lov:-n,tythe highest Amet;:ka;x

rates in many weeks,

. and Anerican troops refusthg

& <command to : engage the

enemy. s

_ “Abagve all, the vision is of

Soutly 'Vietnamese ' soldiers in

eadibng - - flight, - "despératel

3 $ for roony:on the skids

pdid carry them to safety,

WhHlle American airmen just as
deAperately push them back to

the'ground 1o wait for the next

unic and  overloaded
plané. America is coming out

of Laos on the skids.” i

" Attack.on Moral GroundBX

Like other prominent Dem-
ocrati¢c spokesmen in r t
weeks — including Senator
Georgé S. McGovern of South
Dakota, . the only annoppced
Democratic Presidentiali i
date for 1972 —'Mr. K
attacked the war not only
pragmatic grounds but alsd on
mora] grounds.
¢j Néithér President Nixon nor

ther American officials,  the
Massachusetts Democrat said,
%’t’d{s how many. Laotian peo-

.-

ple have been killed by the
‘tons. of .bomb sand rockets we
havel poured into that unhappy
Mapds” ,

. “There weré 50,000 civilian
casilpitioes in SLEON"even Wefore
the ‘recent invasion,” ke con-
ﬁ‘nu,gd. “How many will die in
Buture similar adventures? Can
‘tAmérica ever wash its hands
g; e innocént Asiagihlood it
Pyt Wu?“ gy Tecinl connota-
tion of this w r?,;ggi’ :

 Lawrence F. O'Brien, the party’s

‘President Nixon's speeches.,

- standing.” An appeal for comr

EmMm e (a )

.-Adthough- he. has repeatedly
said that he is not a Presiden-|,
tial.candidate, and said today
ghat he did nét even plan to
siidorse a candidate, Mr. Ken-|
hedy was invited to appear:be-

fare the state chairmen algngji’

with the potential-nominegs.

Humphrey to Be Host *, 2y

Senator Hubert H. Hump}

at a breakfast for the chalfer
men tomorrow morning.Eyty
Senators Edmund S. Muskie'of3.
Maine and Henry M. Jacksoirr
of Washington will speak duré
ing the day. Senator McGoveri

diana were invited but -ware
unable to appear. o
At this morning’s meeti

national chairman, contipued
his campaign to persuade the
television networks to give the
Democrats time to respond to

- He said that he planned to
appeal within the next few dayy
to the Federal Communications
Commission and to the nety
works to provide time under
the fairness doctrine to counter
Mr. Nixon’s recent television
appearances. Mr, O'Brien said|
he.would go to court if neces-
sary.

He also said that a Demo-|

critic  victory in 1972 was
“possible,” though mnot yet
probable. Senator Harold E.
Hughes of Iowa, another po-
tential Democratic Presidential
nominee, agreed, assarting that
“Mr. Nixon’s on a long slide”
toward defeat in 1972.

- Mr. Hughes told the chair-
hﬂgg that the Nixon years had
tbeen “cold impersonal year§,
rélying too much on compu
#fficiency and too little -
compassion and human under-

passion has been one of it
‘main themes in recent speeches
around the country.

. He said that the Admix!istra-
tion was vulnerable chiefly be-
cause of its performance on
the war and on the economy,
as well as what he called its
failure to “bring us all ) to-
gether.)” L
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