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Joan Kennedy Fears for Ted’s Life

New York

Joan Kennedy, wife of
Massachusetts Senator Ed-
ward M. Kennedy, saysin
a magazineinterview,
“Frankly, I worry all the
time whether Ted will be
shot like Jack and Bobby.”

“It’s odd, but my fears for
Ted’s life really didn’t start
when Jack ,and Bob were
killed — at least not con-
. sciously,” said Mrs. Kenne-
dy, 33, in an interview in La-
dies’ Home Journal.

“They began — and I re-
member it quite clearly —
while I was watching the 1968
Democratic National Conven-
tion in Cpicago,” she said. “I
got very, very scared at the
thought of Ted being thrown
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into that — and I guass I'm
still scared.”

Mrs. Kennedy, mother of
three and wife of the senator
since 1958, said her husband
“4ries to keep things from
me — serious threats against
his life, that kind of news —
but T know what’s going on.

“This is such a painful sub-
ject with us that we can’t
even discuss it. But we both
know it’s there.”

Asked about the Chappa-
quiddick accident last year
in which Mary Jo Kopechne
drowned after a car driven
by Kennedy plunged from a
bridge, Mrs. Kennedy said,
“] believe everything Ted
said.”

" ] believe in giving him all
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the support I ean,” she said.
“It was a very unfortunate
. . . atragic accident.”

Saying her husband proba-
bly should have notified po-
lice sooner about the acci-
dent, Mrs. Kennedy added,
“1 think anyone under the
circumstances would be in a
confused state.”

“It was a very brave thing
for him to do, to keep diving
down to rescue Mary Jo,”
she said. “I’m lucky he came
out of it alive at all.”

Of the speculation that
Kennedy and Miss Kopechne
may have been headed for a
midnight swim when the ac-
cident occurred, Mrs. Mrs.
Kennedy said, ‘“No, I'm sure
they weren’t. Ted left the

party early so he could geta
good night’s sleep and be
ready for the next-day’s sail-
ing race.”

Mrs. Kennedy said public
life meant too much to her
husband to be “frightened
off,”’ and denied ‘‘all this you
hear about the Kennedy fam-
ily pressuring Ted to run for
president ...”

“What family? What’s left
of the Kennedys? Besides
Ted—only women and chil-
dren,” she said. “You don’t
seriously think we want Ted
to be president do you?”’

“I never wanted Ted to be
president. Never,” she said.
“T don’t think Ted has ever
wanted to be president, ei-
ther.”
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