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NEW YORK AP = Democratic National Chalrmsn Lawrence F. O’Brien
said Sunday Sen. Edward M.‘Kennedg of Massachusetts must be rated
among the party?’s potential presi ential contenders in 1972, desplte
his own disclaimer of candidacy. I s . ‘ :
‘* o . . When I look at the leaders of the Democratic Party across
this countri and in the Congress, I must obviously include the
majority whip of the U.S5. sneate on that 1ist, ** O’Brien sald.
U’Brien gave his views on the Me tromedia Radlo FNews program v
‘*Profile.?? o S '
O’brien would not discuss the olitlcal impact of the July 18, 1969
automoblile accident whieh killed siss Mary Jo Kopechne, a passenger
in Kennedy’s automobile, : ‘ . :
Kennedy gleaded gullty to leaving the gcene of the accident, which
he did noi report for some nine hours. He received a twoAmon%h '
suspended Jall sentence, and was placed on probation for a year.
n July 2z, Kennedg announced he had decided to remain in lhe Senate
and would geek re-ele seid 1f elected, he would

April

1 ction in 1970C. He
%igve a full six-ysar term, thus ruling out a 1972 presidential
~ %Whille C*brien said he doeS»not,%uarrel'with Kennedy’s announced-
position, he sald the Massachusetts senatoer belongs on any list
oflﬁrospective White House challengers, o
**he has %roven himgelf Qutstandin% in his role in the Senate
and I can’t belleve that he will not continue %o be looked to _ '
Tor leadership by many Democrats across the country, ** O?Brien sald.
O’Brien sald Sen. Edmund S. Muskle of Maine and former Vice
President Hubert H. Humphrey are among others on the list of likely
contenders. S B B
*‘but let me hasten to add, there ere many others, there are many
young Democrats in the Congress and in the country, and I will ‘
. predict in some of the statehouses . . . and 1t* very very difficult .
1g Eredict who may emerge in this regard . o ..
*$I*ve named gome obvious names that would certainly be under
~-Bérlous corgideratlon in 1972, in my Judgment, but I want to
underscore ‘that also in my gui%ment other names will come forward -
~for consideration, because thafrs the process, ** Q*Brien said.
d adv 1 p.m. Esh Sunday, April 26, sent April 25 . , »
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