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A lm a’fchatmas tevcalmg, and dam-
aing as those unleashed by Louis Tack-
wood would seem to be a newsman’s

dream story, a change to shed light on’
the clandestine activities of the police for

the public enlightenment. Yet for the
most part this remarkable confession was
given the same shaliow treatment ac-
corded the fikes of Charles Manson. The
Estabiisinent press blew the story up in
a flash sznd forgot it just as quickly
{though underground, Left, and
coflege payors did accord it much more
space und time). Press reception of the
Tackwood dicclosures ranged from col
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“wood’s statemesits have considerable

validity.” But this was not enough to
counter the skepticism of some newsmen
towards. the ex-agent.

"The Times wrote it off on Los Angeles
so beautiful, it's pathetic . . . the leftwing
papers did a better job . . . but the people
who should've been feached were never
reached .

It's not that they didn't believe it. They
didn’t want to rock the boai. In other
words, like, we were involved in pelitical
issues theve oo . . . and they didn’t want
to — what they were saying was, no.
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off his story:

“Ever since e was 8 run
cunning and ool have alioe
Tackwood to coanive and su
hostile worbd wuat there ov
Los Angeles

“ fiacd now

“Now, 8t the age of

Gistaried

ok

© a web of his own intry o

And, for the first ime

is nmo way out ior

A criminal by choide o
former because of |

plot and counterph
practical reasons

his ownR raies




CHICAGO JOURNALISM REVIEW/JULY, 1972 ¢

part ghetto-shaped,
his native foxiness:
st of the game. I've
It's like chess

play well) — you
©yoat i ... . But the
feowii in on Louis Tack-

stating, “One thing that had motivated
him was wounded pride . . . ‘They
thought I was just a black boy out of the
ghetto who was good at snitching and
" they never lfooked past that.” ™ Although
Fleming was Newsweek’s Los Angeles
Bureau Chief and a contributing editor,
his'nory was killed, supposedly because
it wa' too long: It 1s not clear why after
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« Up the  Los Angeles - Times story,
;Mldhmds it A'POLICE SPY'S STRANGE

the story by C R. IC Fleming
helieve the truth of Tackwood's ch ;
He also displayed more insight. into

Tackwood’s flamboyant personality,

~1nSan Francisco ﬂn Chmnic[e pmked ;
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“bizarre,” so the reading public conli
shrug it off along with their me FRE
coffee. Or if given the chance, wonid
they really take seriously the threai « ¢ »
secret police decimating the freed i ;g
themselves and their institutions?
Surprisingly, the black press, both
local and national, was just as tighi-
lipped on the story. One exception was
the national Black Muslim publicuiion.
Muhammad Speaks, which ran 3
thorough three-part series presentiug

- Tackwood’s story in Tackwood’s words.

The Muslims came straight to the point

» -~ with the headline, HOW POLICE SPREAD

CRIME, and continued with Tackwood’s

. description of police procedures.

Although Tackwood admitted that he

; set up ‘a_ Muslim mosque for a potice

raid, the article -did not judge him. In-
stead of blaming Tackwood, the authors
placed the guilt on the police, who
in&stermmdtd the secret opcrmon: Fur-
r. evidence ‘of police espionage was
tained in the extensive discussion of
- a and his militant group US.
M paper covered any of Tack-
d's i com ¢ depth.
Possibly the most rauonai account of
story was published a week later in
Vew TYork . Ttmex . Brief but ob-
: ohe  ofFferasi
e e fcad

g-time ‘lnformer for the Los
- Police: Department appeared to
ing glimpse last week into
,sMawy world of domestic

",aspionagc against radical political

W But fo one mnwd qmte sure.”

Wnty, they did not go to great
engths 'to clear up the situation. Whether

.xt’wgs because of official neglect or just

e inertia on the part of reporters, at
end of a week the story lay dead on
the newu'oom ﬂoor.
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5 I can see one of thetr main thmgs is that .

.. .it’s.a campalgn year, and atl of them
“are fighting for thar big money. What
- they're fighting for is that 80, 90, '100

thousand. The Republicans, they have

- 10million” dollars earmarked right now
for advertisement, and abour 8 million

of it are going to television. You see
what I'm saying? Major nerworks. So
why cut 8 miilion a‘of!ars off vour
budger?

. The guy from Time magazme i’ook
abom‘ a thousand pictures . . . he inrer-
viewed us, me and my wife both .
Marityn and Bob* He was going to print
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the story, he said . . .

week we buy Time magvazme‘
Canned it dead.
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we're under a state
country that the St
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workmg with and through a
Louis Tackwood.”

Blake's story featured himself to a
large degree, but nevertheless wound up
‘with an articylate assessment of . Tack-,

wood’s significance:
“it all means that the formerly fuzzy

picture of. police power and the 1|lcgal :

practices that go with it is much more in
focus. Like the Pentagon Papers, Louis
‘Tackwood’s revelations tell us many
things we already suspected but could
not come close to proving .

“For those (and there must bc many)

he was hot onit..
And that was 3 weeks ago. And every :
thing.‘ :

who view Tackwood’s story with skep-

ticism, it can only be said that whether

‘or not his strange tale is totally accurate

cannotz be crucial’ at thlS tlme What is

of police on individual liberties. But the
question, “Who is Louis Tackwood?”
still ran through the minds of many. Wit-
ness the lead paragraph of Peggy Holter’s
report in the Los Angeles News Ad-

n
“people.” The World thus squarely plan-
ted itself on the side of “the people.” As

\prracy But as so'often [happens] in that

The cht press played the story as an
example of repression and the trampling ~

vocare, a self-styled alternative
newspaper:

“Louis Tackwood — police informer,
~agent provocateur, opportunist,

sociopath, ‘publicity hound, a bit player

in the dramatic struggle between the

police andi the left, cunning and con- -
triving or contrite and bewildered,
pawn, a chameleon, the bearer of in-
credible- dllegations against the Los
Angelu Po:ltce Dcpartmcnt and now,

his 'is no a"puugraph not even a
i re of a question, which
‘of many roles. In

int, w m cerbe
of his stories. As the W

be enough W
| investigations.”
Pany s People’ s

one of his most sxgmﬁcam quotes about
his’ cx-coueagucs “They believe totally
the power  of the police over the

e

the paper ‘put it:

“Tackwood is a child of the ghetto
reets. He lives by his wits and admits
eing intrigued by the world of con-

world he became a victim of its amoral
intrigues.”

To counter the victimization by police
of - blacks, whites, browns, radicals,
young people, and poor people, the Left
was unanimous in calling for an in-
vestigation of Tackwood's atlegations.
The People’s World was the only
publication to quote an official other
than the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment’s chief, Ed Davis, when it ran black

State Senator Mervyn Dymally's

statement: _
“It seems to me that possible law en-

forcement interference into election !
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> to show you why Karl
" mad. The reason they gave
squashing the story was that it
as oo Iong it would take five columns
; nd it was a week old. And what
made him mad, they gave five pages 1o
Disneyland . . . So really, what they're
saying is, [the new] Disneyland opening
up is more important than whar the
police are doing in America,

office against both.”
.+ Perhaps the paper’s mwiviﬁg
Tackwood stemmed from its
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