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Army Reduces
Calley’'s Sentence

Washington

- Citing ““mitigating circum-
stances,” Secretary of the
Army Howard Callaway yes-
terday cut in half Lieutenant
William Calley’s 20-year
prison sentence for the mas-

‘sacre of Vietnamese civil-
ians at My Lai.

As a result, Calley will be
eligible for parole in less
than six months, Army offi-
cials said.

President Nixon has said
he will review the case.

Army lawyers said he can-
not increase the sentence
again, but could cut it fur-
ther or allow it to stand.

After reviewing the case
for two months, Callaway
technically wupheld the
20-year prison sentence, for-
feiture of all pay and Cal-
ley’s dismissal from the
service.

But, at the same time, he
extended clemency in remit-
ting half the 20-year sen-
tence, saying:

“There are mifigating cir-
cumstances, indicating Lieu-
tenant Calley may have sin-
cerely believed that he was
acting in accordance with
the orders he had received
and that he was not aware
of his responsibility to re-
fuse such an illegal order.”

Callaway said, My deci-
sion here must serve the re-
quirements of justice, meet
the legitimate needs for

sanction against such con-
duct by individual soldiers,
and . . . accord Lieutenant
Calley an opportunity to re-
turn to society as a produc-
tive member.”

Calley, who commanded a
platoon that swepi through
the My Lai hamlet on March
16, 1968, was given a life
sentence by a court-martial
on Mareh 31, 1971, after it
convicted him of premedi-
tated murded of at least 22
Vietnamese civilians and as-
sault with intent to murder
a Vietnamese child.

In Columbus, Ga., Calley’s
civilian attorney, Kenneth
Henson, said it was disap-
pointing that Gallaway up-
held both the sentence and
conviction.

“We were hopeful of re-
ceiving full clemency and
we're still hopeful that the
President of the United
States will exonerate Lieu-
tenant Calley,”” Henson said.
“We don’t think justice will
be achieved until he is com-
pletely and totally exonerat-

'd”

Calley was confined fo his
apartment- ai Ft. Benning,
Ga., pending review of his
appeal.

Nearly five .months after
his conviction, Lieulenant
General Albert O. Connor,
then commander of the
Third Army, reduced Cal-
ley’s prison sentence to 20
years.

In Tebruary, a federal
judge ordered Calley freed
from house arrest on $1000
bond after his attorneys ar-
gued he presented no danger
to society.

As of the time Calley was
released on hond, February
27, he had been confined two
years 10 months and 11
days, according to Army
calculations.

Because he can be paroled
after serving one third of his
sentence, Army officers say
he will be eligible in léss
than six months. '

In a separate action, Cal-
laway again postponed a de-
cision on release of a four-
year-old report on an Army
inquiry into the My Lai mas-
sacre.

He hinted that much of the
17600-page Peers report
probably will be withheld
because it contains raw m-—
vestigative data.

Callaway said filing of a
separate civil action by Cal-
ley’s lawyer appealing the
conviction “forecloses eon-
sideration of the release of
the Peers report at this
time.;”

The report was prepared
by a military commission,
headed by Lieutenant Gen-
eral William Peers, which
looked chiefly into allega-

tions that the My Lai inci-

dent was covered up.
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