N ‘EXP

By Richard

The 20—year prison term of!
Lt. William L. Calley, the cen-
tral actor in the infamous My-
lai massacre of March_‘lgﬁs,l
has heen cut in half and he is|:
likely to be a free man by au-
tumn.

Army- Secrefary Howard H.
Callaway reduced the sentence
to 10 years yesterday and is-
sued a long explanatory state-
ment, marked th»h a certam
eloquence i |

“My- decision here must’
serve dhe requirements of jus-
{ice, meet the legitimate needs

for sanction against such con-
duct by individual\&-‘_ cyidiers
and without violating society’s
higher, needs, accord .Lieu-
tenant «Calléy: ans opnortumtv
to return to ‘;umety as a pro-|
| duetive member . . .’ |

“Although *he incident at

Mylai *has been correctly re-
corded asa brief but shecking
chapterin the 199-year hIS.,OI‘}’
of the&United States Army,
hope that my action teday 'wﬂ}
help to place -the [incident,
‘ence andsfor all, in its ’Iljisto_ri-
cal per’spective The United
States JArmy of 1974 .is em-
b in 3. course markecl by
nes enges and a renewed
sense of purpose. Todaya s0l-
dier can learn from the anoma-
lies of the past. .

Callaway’s @eclslon now goes
to the White House for review
by the President. Mr. Nixon
has only two options. He can
concur in the Callaway deci-
sion or -he can reduce Calley’s
term even further, including a
pardon. He cannot order a
more severe sentenee than Cal-
laway hafs now lmpos,ecl

A U.8. District Court. jullge
on Feh. 27 ordered Calley re-
leased from the Army’s custo-
dy pending President Nixon’s
review of the ease.

If the President concurs in
Callaway’s reduection of” sen-
i' tenee to 10 years, Calley -will

then-be faken to the federal
.nenmcntlarv at Leavenworth,
Kan ‘Lo ‘serve’ out the rcmam
{.er pf his ferm: p -

" Army r}ohcy is te) consider
pa.rolL after- aman Has served
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cne-third of his term.. This
means 40 months for Calley
under the Callaway order.
Since had had already been
contined for 34 months, he
would have six months to
serve in Leavenworth-

He also will be stripped of

his rank, forfeit all pay and al-
lowanees, be dismissed disho-
norably from the service, and
be denied all veterans bene-
{its.

now 30 years old. He was 26
when, on March 18, 1963; he

Calley, a first lleutenant;i sl

led a platoon of the Amerieal
Division into the South Viet-
namese _village of Mylai,
which was known to the Amer-
ican soldiers as Pinkville.

At his trial, Cailey de-
seribed his mission that day:

“Well, I was ordered to go
in there and destroy the en-
emy. That was my job on that
day. That was the mission I
was given. I did not- sit down
and think in terms of men,
women and children. They
were all classified the same

. just as enenly soldiers.”

He ordered his men to “get;
rid of”” and “waste” the village |
inhabitants. 1

What followed, by all ac-
(‘ounts was a slaughter of
men, women and children —
so far 'as is
known. The number murdered
is uncertain. Calley, -alone,
iwas accused by the Army of
' killing 102 human beings. Ulti-
‘mately he was convicted of
. { the “premeditated murder .
lof twenty-two Vietnamese na—
|t10na}s and assault with intent
|t0 murder a Vietnamese
chlld 2
! The Army cpurtlmartzal sen-
tenced him on March 29, 1971,
to imprisonment for life at
hard {abor and forfeiture of
all pay and allowances.

This sentence was reduced
to 20 years on August 21, 1971
by the 3d Army commander,
Lt. Gen. Albert O. Connor.
Connor's ruling was upheld by
the Army Court of Military
Review and the Court of Mili-
tary Appeals. Callaway began
his review on Feb. 11. When
Mr. Nixon will econsider the
case is not known.

Callaway took another ac-
tion yesterday on the Mylai af-
fair. He decided not to release
to the public the Peers Re-
port, the Army’s own inguest

into thé massacre, His reason,

he saififisWhs that - Calley still
has 1ifigation, pending in a fed-
eral -court in A(_‘.-cm‘gia. He
added: 3

..My preliminary review in-'
dicates that much of the mate-’
rial contained therein is raw
investigatory data, including
hearsay testimony.”

“It also contains impres-
sions, suppositions, Tumors
and allegations of wrongdoing
offered by witnesses testifying
before the inquiry. My ulti-
mate decision [on releasing
the report], therefore, will be
based upon a balancing of my
desire to expedite the free
flow of information as against
any potential harm to those
persons that might result from
release of the report.” )
i Calley has always main-
‘tained that he was merely a
soldier doing his duty and fol-|
lowing his orders at Mylai. In
his own book, he wrote:

“I'll carry America’s orders
out. For that's what the Army
is: a chisel, it has to keep
sharp and let the American
people use it. If the people
sa]{i ..‘Go to.South Vietnam, T
will go. If it tells me, ‘I.t. Cal-
ley...go, massacre one thousand
Communists,” I will massacre
one thousand Communisys,
But—I won’t advoecate it.”

Callaway addresses that ar-
gument in his statement:

“There is no reasonsable
doubt in my mind that he
perpetrated the acts for which
he stands convicted. These
acts-. . are so abhorrent ...
they cannot be condoned or
forgotten. . . . (But) there are
.mitigating circumstances indi-
cating that Lieutenant Calley
may have sincerely believed
that he was. acting in accord-
ance with the orders he bhad
ireceived . . .”

This is a common view
among army .officers who
have -maintained that Calley’s
superiors should have shared
imore fully in his punishment
and disgrace.




