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The lieutenant’s girl friend said he would honor terms of bail
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First Lieutenant Wﬂham
L. Calley Jr., convicted by

military court of thé murder -

of 22 Vietnamese civilians at
My Lai in South Vietnam,
was released on personal
bond of $1000 yesterday by
the order of a civilian feder-
al judge.

The order by U.S. District
Judge Robert Elliott freed
the slightly built laconie
30-year-old lieutenant from
the house arrest he has been
under for 35 months in his
rented two-bedroom apart-
ment at nearby F't. Benning,
Ga. During that time hehas
been off the grounds of the
small red brick apartment
only four times.

In ordering his release,
the judge determined that
Calley presented ‘‘no danger
to himself or to others,” and
that there was “no likeli-

hood that he will attempt fo
flee.””™ - -

The. lieuterant signed a
form in the courtroom guar-
anteeing the $1000 bond and
was 1mmed1ate1y taekn by
military police back to Ft.
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Benning fo complete formal-
ities affecting his freedom
from the house arrest.

The release on bond came
as a result of a petition seek-
ing reversal in the civilian
courts of Calley’s murder
conviction by a military
tribumal.

The petition, listing 27 spe-
cifies, contends the convie-
tion was in violation of con-
stitutional guarantees, in-
cluding due process in crim-
inal proceedings.

No date was set for the.
hearing on the contentions
— which, if successfully
argued, could completely ex-
onerate him — but his attor-
neys expected a date some-
time in May.

Although he declined any
cominent outside the court-
Toom on advice of his atfor-
neys, Calley took the witness
stand for 37 minutes in the

marning fn daceriha Tifa in

| his apartment during incar-
: ceration.

Asked by U.S. Atforney .

P il ideo s vt m’«ﬁ'ﬂ Charles Erion if he felt he
T was a danga' to the public,

he replied’ in a matter-
of-fact tone; ““To the con-

trary. I feel T will be usetul
to society.” '

He said if freed on bond he
would attempt to negotiate
his own lease on the apart-
ment — the rent, utilities
and food hill are all now
paid by the Army — and
would seek civilian employ-
ment while off duty. He re-
mains an officer in the mili-
tary and a prisoner under
bohd pending a hearing on
his case.

“I’ve gotta finish school,”
he said in response to a
question about his plans if
released. “I'm going to try
to get back in school as soon
as possible . .. and {ry to
be self-employed.”

During his confinement,
he said, he had at first done
little — ““watched television
and built model airplanes”
— but had later studied
cooking and took corre-
spondence courses in aec-
counting, histoery and ocean-
ography.

“T've got a little piece of
ground out back which I cul-
tivate every spring,”” he
said, adding that he had too
little morning sun to grow
vegetables so for the last

two summers he had planted |7

“just flowers — to fry i
make the backyard attra
tive.” .

He m permitted frequer
visits from his girl frien
Anne Moore, who holds hi
power of attorney. Mt
Moore was in the courtroor
with him yesterday and te:
tified in his behalf.

Asked if he did not feel th
accommodations and priv
leges were unusual for
prisoner, the lieutenant qu
etly replied that he did nc
know.

He complained, howevel
that he had been denied ac
cess to the base gymnasiun
swimming pool, photo la
and craft shop. He describe
his incarceration as ‘“incor
venient.”

Asked if Fi. Leavenword;}
the federal penitentiary i
Kansas, did not have the f:
‘cilities he said he was d¢
nied at Ft. Benning, Calle
replied “Yes, sir.” Judge E
liott had issued arestrainin
order at the request of th

" Calley aftorneys earlier er

joining the Army from goin
through with plans to tran:
fer him to Fi. Leavenworth.

Asked about other incor
veniences, the lieutenant re
plied, again in a dry, emc
tionless wvoice: “Well, i
would be a tremendous ir
convenience if T hadto ﬁmsj
my sentence.”

Miss Moore, who had me
the lieutenant a month be
fore he was charged wit
the massacre of ‘“not les
than 30" civilian men, wom
en and children at My Lal
testified he was ““a very lik
able person, easy going.”

“‘He enjoys people. He’s .
stable person. He’s not hos
tile towards the military o
society,”” she said. He was
she added, “very optimis
tie.” .

On one occasion two year
ago, she testified, he ha
been drinking with one of hi
military guards who ha
brought in liquor — a viola
tion of the rules of his inear
ceration — and he had be
come belligerent.

Ordinarily, however, sh

+said he “‘walked.awa ’**iron
hostile mten'twns
greas Nefc?“?(,rk Time



