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By DOUGLAS ROBINSON
Spetial to The New York Times -
FORT MEADE, Md., Sept. 28
—Lieut. Gen. William R. Peers
said today that Col. Oran K.
Henderson had testified before a
Pentagon board of inquiry that
|he had been aware on the dayl_
of the attack on Mylai 4 that|
a number of old men, women
and children had been killed.
General Peérs, who headed
the large-scale Army inquiry
into the possibility of a cover-
up of the mass slaying of civil-
fapns in Vietnam on March 16,
1968, told the court hearing the
case against Colonel Henderson
that a helicopter pilot had said
he complained to the officer of
the killings.
Reading from the report of
'his board of inquiry, the general
quoted Colonel Henderson as
saying the flier had told him
that his infantrymen “had gone
wild” and were shooting civil-
ians throughout the village.
General Peers quoted Colonel
Henderson as recalling that the
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pilot had said “thereare bodies
all over the area.”

The testimony ¥ General
Peers went to the Part of the
charges against Clonel Hen-
derson—that he dl not con-
duct an adequate lvestigation
of the killings andthat he did

not report a war.rime to his

superiors.

The only repor by Colonel
Henderson pertaiing to Mylai
that has been fond is a letter
to his divisior commander
more than a mnth after the
operation sayingthat 20 non-
combatants hadbeen killed by
artillery and crssfire.

The informa report to the
commander, fén Maj. Gen.
Samuel W. Kster, makes no
mention of the allegations
raised by theelicopter pilot.

Testimny Limited

In his testnony today about
what Colont Henderson told
his board, :eneral Peers was
limited to' reading specific
questions ad answers in the
printed reerd of the commit-
tee—the sccalled Peers report.

Althougl the prosecution
wished tc'have the general
read all te pertinent material
pertainjng:'to Colonel Hender-
son’s seva appearances before
the Arm) board, the military

judge ruld that much of the

record culd be read later to
the jury by the prosecution
attorney.

One /f the parts read by
GeneralPeers showed that Coi-
onel Hmderson had told the
board fat he had directed a
helicoper company commander
to make a survey of his fliers
as to whether civilians had
been kiled. The company com-
mander has denied he ever re-
ceived such an instruction.

Another section read by the
general indicated that the col.
onel asserted that no one but
the one pilot had told him of
the killings. At least ene heli-
copter crewman has ‘said he

‘the 406-page ection dealing

also told the colonsl about
them,

Section on Lying

Both sections relafe to the
third charge againgt Colonel
Henderson, that of lying before
the board. !

Under Cross-examinalion, Gen-
eral Peers concededi}that the
official report of hs board,
which runs to more tian 20,000
pages, was not a vebatim tran.
script. He said it yas “in es.
sence” what was said by wit-
nesses and had ’een put to.
gether by “editos” who were
not present at thehearings dur-
ing the winter of1969-70.

He also ackpwledged that

with Colonel Fenderson’s tes.
timony might lso contain er-
rors and corretions. He agreed
with the defese attorney that
as many as 4,800 such errors
and correctias might be con-
tained in theffenderson section
alone.

General kers, asked if he
had  brougt any  pressure
against Coonel Henderson to
testify, sairhe had not. He ad-
mitted, hovever, that another
witness béore the board who
had electd to remain silent:
under his constitutional guar-
antees ha been urged to tes-
tify on tk ground that it was
“approprite” for him to do so.




