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WARNING ON VLA

General Asserts Henderson
Was ‘Under Suspicion’

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON

& Speclal to The New York Times
¥ORT MEADE, Md., Sept. 27
—Lieut. Gen. William R. Peers,
Who headed an Army board
inguiring into a possible cover-
up’ of the Mylai killings, said
today that Col. Oran K. Hen-
derson had come “under sus-
icion” some time after his first
appPearance before the group.
By the colongl’s fifth appear-

ange before the board, the gen-
g said, he was warned speci-

ally of his- suspected mis-
‘eds, includirig an alleged at-
npt  to suppress informa-
about the killing of civil-
ians by American troops.
General, Peers, who took the
stahd as a'prosecution witness,
0 disclosed. that it was not
the coldtiel's fifth appear-
ﬁse that he indicated he wish-
{0 be represented by military
cotmsel,
Colonel Henderson, the high-
est ranking officer to face

= . Assoclated Press
Lieut. Gen. William Peers

j}:‘riving‘ -at Fort Meade.

court-martial on charges arising
from the Mylai incident, is ac-

sed of having not made an
adequate investigation of the
slayings, of having let a war
crime go unreported and of Iy-
ing on two occasions before
the Peers ho

& Argued for Warning
YAt pretrial . hearings last
s%ng. Colonel Henderson’s
igilian attorney, Henry B.
tthblatt of New York, con-
tgided that .the officer was
der investigation before the
rs inquiry began and thus,
utider military law, should have
beght warned at the outset of
specific crimes-of which he was
pected. %

n his testimony today, Gen-
efgd]l Peers, a tall, white-haired
man with the battered profile
of a professional boxer, said he

-entertained no suspicions
%olonel Henderson before
the investigation started.

He ftestified that Colonel
Henderson wag waéned of hig
1 | rights. before he appeare
aﬁe board’s first hearing on
Dec. 2, 1969, some 20 months
after the attack on Malai.

The general said that Colonel
Henderson was the lead-off
witness before the board. Sub-
sequently, the committee heard
testimony from infantrymen,
helicopter crewmen and opera-
tions officers who were aware
of the assault and of what had
occurred.

‘Coniderable Variance’
At Colonel Henderson’s sec-

-ond appearance on Dec. 11,

1969, he was told that his
earlier testimony was at “con-
siderable wvariance with other
evidence in several significant
respects,” General Peers said.
The warning was repeated at
other sessions on Dec. 12 and .
19, he said.

On Feb. 13, 1970, the general
testified, the colonel was told
of seven specific charges that
he might face, charges that in-

‘cluded failure to report a war

crime, dereliction of duty and
conspiracy to suppress informa-
tion. It was at this point, he
related, that Colonel Henderson
decided to retain counsel.

All told, Colonel Henderson
made seven appearances before
the Peers board. Details of his
testimony have not yet came
before this court. ’ :

General Peers, who has not

appeared at the courts-martial
of other defendants in the Mylai
case, 1s expected to remain on
the witness stand for the next
several more days.
. This morning, the military
judge, Col. Peter S. Wondolow.
ski, indicated that the general
might be requested to delay a
journey to South Korea in order
to continue his testimony.




