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SONGHY INQUIRY
WIDENED BY ARMY

Fi& More Under Scrutiny,

2 Bringing Total to 31
> -

fj.:smu to The New Tork Times

WASHINGTON Jan. 14—
The Army’s investigation of the
alleged massacre at Songmy
hasgrbeen widened to include 13
soldiers and 18 former soldiers,
fivg more men than were pre-
i ily known to be under rcru-
Official sources said today
thl’!ﬁxpansion of the investiga-
tiogweresmged from infor_‘maltapn

athered by Army criminal in-
%esﬁgators who had already
turned up evidence leading to
charges against four of the 13
soldiers. . )

The, latest move in this re-
gard was the announcement fo-
day-that S. Sgt. David P. Mitch-
ell”who is stationed at Fort
Hopd, Tex., would be ordered
tosface a court-martial on a
charka of committing an assault
with, intent to murder “upon an
eight-year-old Vietnamese male,
narge unknown, by shooting at
him with an M-186 rifle.”

The Army did not say wheth-
er fhe child had been killed or
even whether he had acutally
beép. shot or otherwise harmed.

1e decision to court-mar-
tial\Sgt. Mitchell on this charge
follows by one day the filing of
thé¥charge. Last Dec. 31, the
29-year-old noncommissioned
officer was ordered to trial on
a charge of assaulting with in-
tent to murder 30 Vietnamese

civilians in the same incident.
o P

“Investigation Not Needed

’,l_‘}:e lengthy investigation
that "usually follows the filing
of such charges before a court-
martial is ordered was not nec-
€ssary’ in this case, the Army
said,” because “the subject mai-
ter ,of the offense” had been
investigated earlier.

The wording of the “charge
against Sgt. Mitchell is the sec-
ond} clear indication that the
Army believes children may
have been killed st Songmy.
First' Lieut. William L. Calley
Jr,“the only other soldier who
hag’been ordered to stand trial,
Is ‘tharged with having shot
and: killed a 2-year-old child.

‘e massacre of civilian men,
wamen and children is alleged
in “Army proceedings to have
occurred on or about Mar, 16,
1968; and to have involved
Company Cof the Ist Battal-
ion®20th Infantry, 11th Infan-
try Brigade in Vietnam. Lieut,
Calley was a platoon com-
mander in the company.

The 26-yeear-old officer, who
is Mow stationed at Ford Ben-
ning; Ga., is accused of killing
109, persons.

he widening of the investi-
gation to include fiv? ore sol-
diers. and former soldiers does
notimeéan that a decisiion has
been made to file charges
against these men. Army
Spg,men emphasized. In the
casg of the civilians under in-

veg’ggaﬁon, substantial legal

problems concerning the

Army’s jurisdiction remain un-

resolved.
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