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‘Rivers Says Copter Pilot Testified

Special to The New York Times
». WASHINGTON, Dec. 10—A
-Ammy helicopter pilot who is
reported to have told superiors
“of unnecessary civilian killings
‘at the South Vietnamese village
of Songmy “did not
report that” to a Congressional
anel today, its chairman said.
- Represemative L. Mendel
.Rivers, who heads the inflen-
-tial House Armed Services
“Committee, said his panel had
«uestioned. Chief W
ficer H

“can troops in the .village on
.March 16, 1968.

7' “He didn’t give us any in-
-formation that would lead us
to believe anybody ever com-

He Saw Bodies but No Actual Killings

mitted a massacre,” thé Sduth
Carolina Democrat said after
emerging from ‘the closed hear-
ing where Mr Thompson testi-
fied.

According to Mr. Rivers, the
pilot said that he had seen dead
bodies on the ground, but he
could not say how they had be
killed.

“From his testimony,” Mr.
Rivers. stated, “nobody can be
charged, in my opinion, with
having massacred anybody.”

Full Inquiry Offered

Mr. Rivers also indicated that
his investigating subcommittee
was prepared to open a full-
scale investigation of the in-
cident. He said his committee
had authority to extend the

inquiry to South Vietnam to
gather evidence,

Asked whethr the committee
would issue a report, eh re-
plied: “We’ll have to cross that
bridge when we come to it.”

At the Pentagon, where the
Army is conducting its own
inquiry, Robert MacCrate, 2 Ne
York attorney, said he was sat-
isfied that the Army was not
mo.m_nnm to whitewash the af-
air. :

Mr. MacCrate was appointed

last week to share authority inf

conducting an Army investiga-
tion of the original, field-elvel
inquiry of the incident.

The attorney said the vali-

fore the adequacy of the ori-
ginal inquiry can be deter-
mined. , ;
Although the Army hearing
has heard testimony from War-
rant Officer Thompson, the
helicopter pilot, and from a
number of other officers, mem-
‘bers of the panel have main-
tained official secrecy on the
substance of the testimony.

On Capitol Hill, however, Mr.
Rivers said that in three days
of hearings his group had not

been given information that
ould lead;members to believe
hat American troops had en-
aged in a massacre,

Although Mr. Rivers has
talked about the committee

dity of the allegations of a mas-
sacre must be established be-

Ere———

earing evidence that failed to commanded the company that
ndicate a massacre had taken assaulted the Vietnamese vil-
place, he declined to talk about lage, was scheduled to testify
what other evidence had been before the Congressional panel
resented. ) today, but his appearance was
Capt. Ernest L. Medina, who postponed until tomorrow.




