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TV Interview H it

Senator Denounces

Trial for Calley

Examiner News Services -

WASHINGTON . — Sen. Er-
nest Hollings denounced the
Army today for proceeding
with plans to try Lt. William
Calley for murder in the al-
leged massacre of South
Vietnamese villagers ear]y
last year.

Another senator, Peter
Dominick, accused the Col-
umbia Broadcasting System
of jeopardizing Calley’s right
to a fair trial by carrying an
interview with a former

member of Calley’s unit who
said the lieutenant ordered

the shooting of c1v111ans at
Song My.

In a Senate speech, Hol-
lings asked if the Army’s de-
cision to {ry Calley meant all
soldiers who committed a
“mistake in judgment” un-
der pressure of combat were
“going to be tried as com-
mon criminals, as murder-
ers?”’

‘“Are we going to take ev-
ery helicopter pilot, and pilot
of a B52 that hits the wrong
target and call him a mur-
derer?’’ he demanded.

“Attacks CBS

Dominick denounced CBS
for broadcasting an inter-
view with Paul Meadlo, a

member of the platoon led by
Calley at the time of the
March, 1968, incident.

“I have never been so up- |

set over any newscast I have-

ever seen,” Dominick said,
contendmg that Meadlo’s
rights, Calley’s rights and
the opportunities for a fair
trial had been jeopardized by
the inferview.

“He said he had personally
participated in the murder of
some of these men, some of
these women and some of
these children.’”” the senator
said.

“‘He specifically mentioned
the name of the man who is
under indictment,” Dominick
said with reference fo Army
charges against Calley.

Probe Urged

He said the interview car-
ried the possibility of creat-
ing such an “atmosphere of
guilt” that “we may not even
be able to get a fair trial.””

Meanwhile, two other sena-
tors have called for a con-
gressional investigation into
the alleged massacre.

And Majority leader Mike
Mansfield says there must be
a government inquiry be-
cause “there’s been so much
smoke.”

But Mansfield said any
Senate investigation should
wait .until after the court
martial ordered for Calley.

Sen. Charles H. Percy
(R-IIl.) urged investigations
by both the Pentagon and the
Senate, while Sen. Stephen
Young (D-Ohio) said he has
asked for an immediate in-
vestigation by the Senate
Armed Services Committee. -
It seemed unlikely the panel
would take up the alleged
mass killings while a court
martial inquiry is in
progress.




