e

5.1, Asserts He Was Told
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FORT DIX, N. J., Nov. 20—
An . Army sergeant who $ays
that he saw American soldiers
Jshoot down Vidtnamese villager
last year said today that he
had been ordered by his com-
pany commander not to: talk
about the incident. .

. Michael A. Bernhardt of

had been in a “minority’’>amon
the members of his infantry
coompany as to his .feelingj
against the shootings and had
been “ostracized” by sgme of
his felliow soldiers. :

“The great majority .of the
men in the company trégted it
as a victory,” he said, after
describing how the Ameticans
shot down the villagers, mostly
old men, women and- children.

Asked if there had been,any
Vietcong soldiers in the village
of Spngmy, Sergeant Bemhqirdt
said,” “Some of the pebple
weren’t old enough to walk yet,

'Not to Discuss M ‘assac,ffe

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON
Spectal to The New York Times

Franklin Square, L. 1, said hel

{to..avoid mentioning the inci-
dent .omce he. returned to this
countrythist Degerqber he

did

pebple in the Army who

déclined to identify anypne.
e('.ih?c'mt two months ago, he

not' want this brought ont” He:

said, he went to Washington
to make a report on the inci-
dent, which occurred in March

‘He, ‘said hi had

“suffered a ‘number of people
ikilled” in the area around the
village and that the men “sim-
ply went off the deep end” once
they were in Son’my. He said
he had seen at least 30 villagers
shot down.

Asked if the infantrymen re-
ceived any hostile fire from
the village when they went in,
the sergeant said he was “not
aware” of any. He said that
oné American was wounded
accidentally during the incident
when he shot himself.

D

be Vietcong.” o

He identified the company
commander only as -a capfain,
refusing to divulge his name.

Just ‘Let it Happen®
Sergeant Bernhardt said he,

had;: not participated in.the
shootings. He added, hgwever,
that “I just stood back and let
it happen.” .

He'said he had been ordered
not to talk about the ingident

come apparent that he was op-
posed to the action. I wasn’t
threatened,” he said, ‘I was
just told not to mentiom it to
anyone.” i
The only other person he
found in his outfit who felt
the same way, he said, was *a

so I-couldn’t see how they ‘qgul )

by the captain after it had be-|/

In the weeks after the shoot-
ing, Sergeant Bernhardt said,
no,one in his company “would
talk about it in my presence.”

“I was partially ostracized,”
he continued, but “I was not
in fear of my life because I
was armed all the time.”

. Asked his view of the war
in Vietnam, he said that “i
don’t.object to fighting wars,
jbut fighting the way we are,
‘we can’t win.” :

“I'm opposed to war, general-
ly,” he said, “but this war I'm
not opposed.to.” The sergeant
said he did not belong to any
peace groups.

. His purpose in bringing the
incident to light, he said, is to
“prevent something like this
from ever happening again.”

“helicopter pilot who was: killed
soon after the incident.’”.
“I'm not suggesting he was
‘killed because of his feelihgs,”
he added, “it just happened.”
! *“1 had no place to lép, and
'T didn’t know who 1o taliiabout
it. to.”

tions why he had not reported
the incident earlier. “I did;men-
tion, it-a couple of time§; but
nobody believed me.” = .7 -
The .sergeant said the Army
had not put pressure on him

went on, in answering ‘ques- |

Sergeant Bernhardt, 23 years
old, enlisted in March, 1967,
He went through hasic training
at Fort Jackson, S.C., and. Air-
borne School at Fort Benning,
Ga. He served in Vietnam from
December, 1967, to December,

Sergeant .Befnhardt |

Veteran Declines Comment
B ;. Special to The New York Times

}'IP‘RIOI\;'O, tUtah, Nov., 20—Mi-
chael Brent Terry, a Vietnam
veteran who reportedly took

part in the shooting incident,

refused to talk to newsmen to-
day on adviece of counsel

Mri Terry, now a. student at
Bri Young University, was
summoned to the office of the
university president, Ernest L.
WilKinson, this afternoon after
a copyrighted article by Sey-
mour M. Hersh quoted Kis ac-
count of the slayings.

Dean A. Peterson, assistant
to the university president, ap-
peared at Mr. Terry’s bungalow
in nearby Orem and explained
that the university had been
informed of the article by
Unitéd States Representative
Laurence J. Burton, Utah'Re-
publican. ) -
Mr, Terry said he would: talk
to a reporter after the meéting
with Mr. Wilkinson. However,
after several hours, the report-
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